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The City of Mount Vernon has 
approved a $40,000 trail project to 
be completed in conjunction with 
the Mount Vernon Schools activi-
ties complex.

The trail would run along the 
west boundary of the activities 
complex and along the border with 
the Stonebrook neighborhood. The 
system would also tie into the trail 
system at Lester Buresh Communi-
ty Wellness Center, as well as ex-
pand the trail system closer to Cor-
nell College.

Mount Vernon Schools super-
intendent Greg Batenhorst noted 
Mount Vernon is a highly active 
community, and that this trail sys-
tem advances connections to the 
trail systems at the schools com-
plex.

“If the activities complex at the 
school moves forward, this trail is 
also important, as it gives a connec-
tion to the outdoor track,” Baten-
horst said. “We want members of 
the community to feel free to use 
the track for laps or run the bleach-
er stairs if the facility is not in use, 
as this is a community resource.”

The $40,000 would help pay for 
the lighting that would line the trail 
and be a one-time expense for the 
city.

City of Mount Vernon 
approves $40,000 trail 
project in partnership 
with school 
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Kate Rose, long time citizen of Mount 
Vernon and influential volunteer, passed 
away over the weekend.

Kate, and her husband Dick, raised 
two sons, Nick and Scott, and she is also 
survived by four granddaughters.

Kate served as the assistant alumni di-

rector and director of parent programs at 
Coe College for more than 20 years. She 
retired from that position in 2010.

Kate was also a volunteer for a number 
of organizations and causes in the Mount 
Vernon and other surrounding commu-
nities.

“She was such a loving, kind, outgo-
ing, charitable friend to many, known 
and unknown.” Pamela Block wrote.

“She left such an impact on me and the 
rest of the Trumbull family,” Julie Trum-
bull Cluse wrote. “Such a huge heart, in-
fectious smile, fierce protector of kids, so 
much love to share. She definitely made 

the world a better place.”
She helped run Reading Camp in part-

nership with the Jane Boyd Community 
House each summer, with her friend 
Leslee Sandberg. The program helped 
disadvantaged kids in Cedar Rapids bet-
ter develop their reading skills.

Sandberg explained that the camp 
started as a discussion at a conference 
they attended for their church in Los An-
geles, Calif. One of the groups there had 
an overnight reading camp to help at-risk 
children improve their reading, and both 

Tenacious, dedicated volunteer passes away
Memorial service 
planned for later this 
month for Kate Rose
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Kate Rose presents a gift certificate to a family 
during one of the Shop Small Saturdays in Mount 
Vernon. Rose was president of the Mount Vernon-
Lisbon Community Development group, as well 
as a long time volunteer for that organization.
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Repairs are still ongoing at 
King Chapel this year.

Scott Ladwig, Cornell Col-
lege construction projects man-

ager, provided an update on 
the King Chapel project at the 
Mount Vernon Historic Pres-
ervation Commission meeting 
Saturday, Sept. 3.

Crews have drilled 52-foot-

deep moorings in the ground 
outside the west wall of the 
building, Ladwig said.

“Crews are in the process of 
removing pews from the inte-
rior of King Chapel and pre-

paring the building for large 

interior scaffolding platforms 

that will fill the building,” Lad-

wig said. “This will create ac-

King Chapel project continues at Cornell College 
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The Mount Vernon Pool 
went to the dogs Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, when the annual 
Doggy Dip was held.

Dogs were the only 
ones encouraged to swim 
in the pool, with their hu-

mans their to encourage 
playing in the water and 
enjoying a doggy dip. 

More than 50 K-9s and 
their humans attended the 
dip, which is an annual 
fundraiser for the Nan-
cy Doreen Huffman Dog 
Park in Mount Vernon. 
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Pool goes to the

A group 
of dogs 

swim 
and play 

at the 
Mount 

Vernon 
Pool 

Tuesday, 
Sept. 6.
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