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The North Linn Lynx 

boys basketball team 

poses for a photo 

with its runner-up 

state banner and 

trophy.
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An informative community presenta-
tion about human traffic awareness will 
be held in Walker, hosted by the Walker 
R.A.R.E in conjunction with the Walk-
er Lions Club Tuesday, March 21, at 
7 p.m. at the Sacred Heart Church Hall, 
302 Ely Blvd, in Walker.

The evening will have three present-
ers, Teresa Davidson, Julie Kelly-Mo-
lander and Lt. David Beuter.

Davidson ARNP, PNP, MSN, is the 
anti-human trafficking coordinator of 
Mercy Medical Center, Cedar Rapids 
and co-founder and president of the 
Eastern Iowa anti-human trafficking 
organization “Chain Interrupted.” Da-
vidson was awarded the 2019 Gover-
nor’s Outstanding Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Service Award.

Kelly-Molander, MS, LMSW, is the 
manager of UnityPoint Health–St. 
Luke’s Hospital Child Protection Cen-
ter (CPC). She has been with the CPC 
since 1994, first as a forensic interview-

er, then as a supervisor, and now as the 
manager.

Beuter is from the Linn County Sher-
iff ’s Department. Beuter grew up in 
Northern Linn County and graduat-
ed from North Linn High School. He 
started his career at the Sheriff ’s office 
in June 1998 and is currently assigned 
as the Criminal Division Commander.

“They are all experts in their field,” 
said R.A.R.E Club Human Trafficking 
Committee Chair Judy Shimek. “I am 

looking forward to bringing awareness 
to these small communities–and pro-
tecting our youth.”

The presentation will be appropriate 
for children 10 and above.

“I think some of the subject matter 
that could be brought up or talked about 
is more for that younger adolescent,” 
said Shimek. “Many are doing online 
gaming or in chat rooms, and they need 
to know what to look for too.”

Shimek said younger children under 
the age of 10 should be informed too, 
but the parents should be responsible 
for educating and introducing this top-
ic.

Following the presentation, a ques-
tion and answer session will be open to 
the public. The public is encouraged to 
bring questions, whether big or small.

The idea to bring awareness came 
from the General Federation of Wom-
en’s Clubs (GFWC)/Iowa conference. 
The Iowa organization’s president’s mis-
sion is to increase awareness throughout 
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Coggon’s old grocery 

store on Main Street was 

demolished this winter to 

make room for a new pock-

et park. The old grocery 

store was located at 121 E. 

Main St. and has been va-

cant for years. The building 

was falling in and had se-

verely deteriorated with no 

hope of being remodeled or 

restored.

The Coggon Communi-

ty Memorial Foundation 

received a large donation 

from Larry and Debbie Pil-

lard, formerly of Coggon, 

of over $500,000 to the his-

torical renovations in 2021. 

With the help of the dona-

tion, the memorial founda-

tion funded the purchase 

of the grocery store, giving 

ownership to the City of 

Coggon, removed asbestos, 

and demolished the build-

ing.

“I think everybody was 

glad to see that building 

come down because it has 

been sitting there and an 

eyesore,” said Foundation 

Secretary/Treasurer Mary 

L. Henderson.

The grocery store was 

built by Charlie Sheldon 

around 1914 and was pur-

chased by Ralph Pillard 

Drexler. Drexler finished 

the building and operated 

R. P. Drexler General Store 

from 1914-45.

Mary’s father, Robert 

Henderson, 101, of Cog-

gon, worked at the store 

when Drexler starting at age 

14 until he finished business 

school and started working 

at a local bank. His un-

cle was the owner, and he 

spent a decade at the store 

as a part-time employee, 

working after school and on 

weekends filling customers’ 

orders.

Robert remembers all the 

merchandise came in 100 

pounds of bulk product. He 

said the customers would 

come in, hand him a list of 

their needs, and he would 

individually bag the quan-

tities. Robert also helped 

carry out groceries for cus-

tomers and did odd jobs for 

his uncle. His wage at the 

time was $1 a week, and af-

ter asking for a raise, he was 

able to received $2 per week.
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Pocket park to 

replace Coggon’s 

old main street 

grocery store
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The old Main Street grocery store in Coggon was demol-
ished this winter to make room for a new pocket park. The 
building was built around 1914 and had numerous owners 
over nine decades of business.

Presenters named for human 

trafficking presentation in Walker
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Simply Homemade Sweets and Treats welcomed customers on March 4 in Central City. Shoppers got to see a wide variety of 
sweets and treats, including cinnamon rolls, muffins, cake balls, cookies and more. The bakery hours are Thursday and Friday, 
2-6 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., located at 15 1/2 S 4th Street below the Central City AMVETS.

A sweet grand opening


