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It was a near record year 
for Jones County Tourism, 
according to director Bob 
Hatcher.

“It was the second-best 
year we’ve ever had,” Hatch-
er said, noting that tourists 
spent $23,661,000 in Jones 
County last year.

Most of that money came 
from residents of surrounding 
counties. Hatcher said Stone 
City constantly attracts out-
side visitors, estimating about 
1,500 to 1,800 people a week-
end. Once a month, he goes 
out to check license plates of 
those in Stone City, and less 
than a quarter of the plates 
come from county residents.

“It’s a destination place,” he 
said.

The update was given by 
Hatcher Feb. 14 during a re-
quest for funding from the 
Jones County Board of Super-
visors, noting that the funding 
goes to advertising and cover-
ing office and salary expens-
es. The association has ex-
panded their radius recently, 
targeting those 150 miles out 
with the goal of making sure 
visitors stay the night in local 
hotels.

Popular tourist destina-
tions remained Camp Coura-
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As part of the ongoing discussion on 
the county’s gravel roads, Jones Coun-
ty engineer Derek Snead discussed 
potential options for spring to try to 
address trouble areas.

The department was targeting uti-
lizing 800 tons per mile of rock for 
the county would get an inch-and-a-
half of coverage on the county’s 18-
foot width spread. This is double the 
amount of rock the county has utilized 
over the top. With gaining efficiency, 
by ordering more rock at fewer loca-
tions, Snead hopes for some per ton 
savings.

Snead was looking to “core out” at 
a couple different locations that were 
consistently bad in 300-foot segments.

“That’ll cover a lot of those bad 
spots out there,” Snead said, noting it 
was also the length that could be ac-
complished in a good day of work. “If 
you were to dig out, depending on how 
the operations went, one or two days 
would be the closure at that location.”

A complication for those areas will 
be getting rid of the materials which 
cannot just be repurposed elsewhere.

“Sometimes, we will have to go far-
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Feb. 20, the Anamosa 

school board held a pub-

lic hearing on their whole 

grade sharing agreement 
with Olin and whether to 
continue to accept students 
from grades seven through 
12.

Under the terms of the 
sharing agreement, Ana-
mosa would receive fund-
ing for 100% of the tuition 
that Olin receives on a per 
pupil basis for each stu-
dent from those grades that 
attends Anamosa. Under 

the agreement, 35% of the 
tuition payment will come 
from Olin’s Secure an Ad-
vanced Vision for Educa-
tion sales tax revenue and 
65% from the general fund.

Anamosa superinten-
dent Darren Hanna pre-
sented the agreement for 
the board to agree to with 
one change from the previ-
ous agreement in which the 
districts agreed to remove 

a clause that would allow 
Olin to charge Anamosa for 
the transportation costs on 
a per day basis. It is a clause 
Olin has never utilized in 
the past.

“I think that’s a fair deal, 
and we want those students 
to keep coming here,” Han-
na said.

Board member Brian 
Hurt commented that 
the previous agreement 

had also previously said 
that Olin would send 
students to Anamosa ex-
clusively and they sub-
sequently made a similar 
agreement with Midland. 
Midland reapproved their 
agreement with Olin last 
month. With the changes 
in open enrollment over 
the past five years making 
that process easier, Hanna 
said the exclusivity clause 

wouldn’t have made any 
difference.

The agreement passed, 
with Hurt as the lone dis-
senter.

With the passage, the 
agreement, extended in 
2018, was reextended for 
another five years and will 
last until 2028. That agree-
ment has been in place 
since the 2012-2013 school 
year.

Whole grade sharing agreement renewed
Anamosa and 
Olin partnership 
to continue

Engineer 

discusses 

spring plan 

for roads

Tourism sees banner year
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The Freedom Rock in Stone City was one factor that helped Jones County have a great year in tourism.


