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ANAMOSA

As the results of the successful 
$15.7 bond vote for Anamosa’s 
new competition gym are be-
ing finalized, steps are already 
being taken to move the project 
forward.

At the Sept. 19 meeting of 
the Anamosa school board, 
members voted to approve an 
agreement that would allow the 
district to continue to negotiate 
with OPN Architects, The firm 
helped the district prepare ma-
terials like the preliminary plans 

for the gym, which includes a 
new weight room, four locker 
rooms, restrooms, classroom 
space, new concession stand, 
bowl style seating arrangement 
with a capacity for about 1,850 
people, a 168-meter running 
track around the bowl and new 
parking lot.

In a meeting between the fa-
cilities committee and OPN just 
hours before the regular board 
meeting, both parties were com-
mitted to working out an agree-
ment that would allow the par-
ties to continue to collaborate.

“This is where the negotia-
tions on the contract actually 

start,” superintendent Darren 
Hanna said to the school board.

The letter of intent does not 
set anything in stone, but mere-
ly signals the willingness to work 
toward an agreement.

“We don’t want any time 
to pass. It’s time to keep go-
ing,” board member and facil-
ities committee member Matt 
McQuillen said. “We have in-
creased building costs; we have 
increased interest rates.”

The type of agreement the 
district was looking at enter-
ing with the firm was utilizing 
them as the general contractor 
for the project instead of a con-

struction management agree-
ment. As part of the agreement, 
the firm would help oversee the 
project and get it ready for bid. 
The project is planned to go for 
bid in the spring and district of-
ficials said it would not interfere 
with the day-to-day education 
of students.

“Education of the kids is al-
ways number one,” board pres-
ident Brian Hurt said.

The board members voiced 
their unanimous approval to 
keep moving forward on the is-
sue, with the exception of board 
member Carl Chalstrom, who 
was absent.

As the district moves forward 
following the successful vote, 
board members were thank-
ful to voters and everyone that 
made the process a success.

“Thank you to everyone who 
worked hard on this,” Hurt said.

The bond passed with ap-
proximately 70% of the vote, 
well above the 60% margin re-
quired for the funding to pass.

“We should feel really good 
about that support,” Hanna said.

“It’s one of many good things 
happening in the community,” 
McQuillen said. “Hopefully it 
will just catapult us into many, 
many more positive things.”

‘Time to keep going’: Next steps for gym underway 
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Royalty crowned: Jenna Woods and Gio Lopez were named Anamosa homecoming royalty at halftime of the foot-

ball game against Northeast Goose Lake. For more photos of homecoming week, head to page 7A.
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ANAMOSA

The voters have spoken, and with 
nearly 70% of the vote according to 
the initial, unofficial results of the 
Sept. 13 special election. Voters in 
the Anamosa school district ap-
proved a $15.7 million dollar bond 
measure for a new competition gym 
at the high school, eclipsing the 
needed supermajority of 60%.

Among voters, Jones County res-
idents were more in favor of the 
project than the portion of those 
that reside in Linn County. Of the 42 
votes cast in Linn County, 23 were 
in favor, an approval rate of 54.8%. 
Of the 1,238 votes cast by Jones 
County residents, 863 voted in favor 
of the bond issue, 69.7% of voters 
approved of the project. The Linn 
County portion of the vote ended up 
not having an impact on the overall 
number as the bond passed with 
69.7% in favor of the project overall.

In examining turnout numbers, 
75.8% of ballots were cast on elec-
tion day, and of those ballots, 67% 
were in favor. By comparison, 77.3% 
of the ballots cast absentee were in 
favor of the bond. Of the eligible 
voters, 20.1% turned out to vote. The 
turnout is largely stable when com-

pared to the bond vote a decade 
ago, which saw a 21.7% turnout.

The preliminary plans are to 
the gym built as an extension off 
the north side of the existing high 
school—just off the loading dock. 
The plans would allow for a new 
weight room, four locker rooms, 
restrooms, classroom space, new 
concession stand, bowl style seat-
ing arrangement with a capacity for 
about 1,850 people and a 168-meter 
running track around the bowl. A 
new parking lot would also be creat-
ed out on the practice field.

The project would be funded 
through a mix of a general obligation 
bonds, not to exceed $15,700,000, 
with other funding provided through 
the district’s Secure an Advanced Vi-
sion for Education fund. The SAVE 
fund uses local option sales tax for 
infrastructure purposes. The current 
cost estimate is $22 million.

The project is planned to be bid 
for a spring 2023 start date and 
would take approximately one year 
to complete.

The results of the election are un-
official until the canvass of the re-
sults takes place on Tuesday, Sept. 
20, followed by the secondary can-
vassing of the Linn County ballots 
Sept. 27.

Voters approve 
bond for gym


