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BY LUKE MAIERS

luke.maiers@wcinet.com

The Regional Transit Authori-
ty (RTA) hosted a ribbon-cutting 
Monday for its new Earlville storage 
facility at 123 Maple Street. Represen-
tatives from the RTA board, the city of 
Earlville, city residents and the Iowa 
Department of Transportation (DOT) 
were present for the grand opening.

The brand new 60 by 80-foot steel-
framed building can house six buses 
and three vans. RTA Board Chairper-
son Peter Bushmann believes that 
this will help progress into the future.

“We have been working out of two 
rented storage facilities,” Bushmann 
said. “This will enhance efficiency 
and allow for future expansion.”

The RTA believes this new garage 
was needed because they had dealt 
with some issues in the past.

“Before these facilities, we had our 
vehicles parked in parking lots. I can 
remember people siphoning gas from 
the buses,” said Kelley Deutmeyer, 
East Central Intergovernmental As-
sociation executive director.
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New RTA facility opens in Earlville
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Members associated with the construction of the new RTA storage building come together for the ribbon cutting at the new facility in 
Earlville Sept. 30. RTA ~turn to page 2A
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It seems like all the ghosts and goblins in eastern Iowa called a meeting in this Worthington yard.

A haunting they will go

Counties successfully 
appeal massive 
assessment spikes
BY BEN JACOBSON 

Telegraph Herald

Assessed values for apartment 
buildings, nursing homes and mobile 
home parks in rural Dubuque County 
will rise by 17% in 2019, according to 
officials.

However, thanks to a successful ap-
peal to the Iowa Department of Reve-
nue, that hike is significantly smaller 
than the 43% jump the Dubuque 
County Assessor’s Office initially an-
ticipated.

“It’s definitely a positive outcome,” 
said County Assessor Dave Kubik. “I 
was pleased that (department offi-
cials) were open-minded to the in-
formation we presented.”

T h e  s t a t e 
department in 
August issued a 
series of equal-
ization orders 
for multi-family 
residential struc-
tures. An equal-
ization order is 
designed to keep 
property value 
assessments, which are used for tax-
ation purposes, equitable across the 
state.

More than 200 properties in 
the county but located outside of 
Dubuque’s city limits will be affected.

DAVE KUBIK
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