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Last week was National Fire Prevention Week, and the Farley Fire Department 
brought awareness. through Cobra Lanes, the department delivered food along 
with batteries for smoke alarms. In total, the department collected over $1,800 in 
donations. Owners Russ and Marlee Kramer stand with fire and emergency services 
volunteers, Jacob Dolphin and Grant Kramer.

Farley Fire and EMS brings awareness

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

Five of the six candidates 
running for a seat in Des 
Moines attended a digital fo-
rum hosted by the Dyersville 
Commercial and Dyersville 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Oct. 7.

Each candidate was giv-
en equal time to introduce 
themselves and explain their 
positions on policy. The event 
highlighted the race for Senate 
District 48 where incumbent 
Dan Zumbach, of Ryan, fac-
es Eric Green, of Monticello; 
Representative for District 57, 
featuring incumbent Shannon 
Lundgren, of Peosta, against 
Ryan Quinn, of Dyersville; and 
Representative for District 96, 
where incumbent Lee Hein will 
face challenger Everett Chase, 
of Monticello. Chase was un-
able to attend the forum.

Lundgren, a lifelong resi-
dent of Dubuque County vying 
for her third term in office, said 
she originally decided to throw 
a hat in the ring after years of 
dealing with the frustration of 
regulations and red tape she 
faced as a small business own-
er.

Lundgren described herself 
as a pro-life advocate, a de-
fender of the 2nd Amendment 

and a proponent of less regula-
tion and less government inter-
vention.

Quinn, a Dyersville resi-
dent who moved to Dubuque 
County in the late 1990s from 
Southwest Wisconsin, said 
he’s spent most of his adult 
life in the technology industry, 
focusing on web and software 
development.

Quinn said his family was 
not well-off growing up, his 
father being a disabled veteran 
and his mother a certified nurs-
ing assistant. He said one of the 
reasons he decided to run was 
due to Lundgren running un-
opposed; he said he strongly 
believes having a choice on the 
ballot is essential to any de-
mocracy.

Eric Green has spent most 
of his life in Monticello, where 
he runs a small restaurant that 
staffs around 16 employees. He 
said it’s always fascinated him 
that two people from different 
backgrounds can have such op-
posing viewpoints, while those 
with completely different up-
bringings can share the same 
philosophical outlook.

Green said his policy vision 
probably won’t benefit every-
one at first, but will help every-
one in the long run.

Hein, the incumbent who 
has nearly a decade of expe-

rience in office under his belt, 
said when he first ran for the 
house Iowa was in a tough 
spot financially. He decided he 
would run on fiscal responsi-
bility and prioritizing funding 
needs instead of wants.

He said the budget is still his 
number one priority and that 
despite the challenges being 
thrown at the State in the wake 
of COVID-19, they are still on 
track to close the year with a 
$305 million surplus and all 
reserves filled.

Zumbach, a lifelong farmer 
who appeared from his com-
bine during the Zoom meet-
ing, said Iowa was nearly $1 
billion in debt when he first 
ran for office, but now there is 
a surplus. Zumbach said this 
was accomplished even while 
lowering taxes and legislating 
historically high funding for 
schools, a feat few can claim 
except those in current Iowa 
leadership positions.

Zumbach chairs the agri-
cultural committee while also 
sitting on the natural resources 
and transportation committee. 
As someone who farms, cares 
for the environment and has a 
hand in a trucking business, he 
said he is in his “wheelhouse” 
and is proud to be part of a 

Candidates attend 
digital forum
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

The Western Dubuque School 
District will become a one-to-one 
computer district for students in 
grades nine through 12 after the 
board approved the purchase of 
computers at the regular board 
meeting, Oct. 12.

The board approved a bid for 
over 1,200 computers from Minolta 

for $412,450. The total cost comes 
out to be $329.96 per unit. In addi-
tion, a three-year accidental war-
ranty will run $131.39 per unit for a 
total of $164,237.

While the units will be rolled out 
to students as soon as they arrive, 
Director of Curriculum and Assess-
ment Kelly Simon explained that 
staff will be trained on the units one 
department at a time.

“We will treat this like a new 

curriculum adoption. Say we start 
with the social studies department. 
All the time and resources will be 
focused on that department, mak-

ing sure they are utilizing this as a 
tool to improve instruction to help 
access curriculum and help with 
assessment. Those are the type of 

things we would do with a new text-
book, so we are treating it the same 
way.”

Simon added that when one de-
partment is finished, staff will move 
on to another department until all 
training is complete. “Each depart-
ment’s time is coming, so we will 
ask them to utilize the computers 
as best they can for now, doing what 

Board approves computer purchases
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 “Each department’s time is coming, so we will ask them to utilize the 
computers as best they can for now, doing what they know is best and we 

will get to them.”
KELLY SIMON, DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT
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