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BY LUKE MAIERS

luke.maiers@wcinet.com

Western Dubuque High School’s 
Fine Arts Booster Club will be hold-
ing its sixth annual Wingfest Satur-
day, Sept. 14 at Farley Park, starting 
at 11 a.m.

The Fine Arts Booster Club was 
started to help finance the choirs, 
dance team and band at Western 
Dubuque. These groups have many 
different needs that cost a fair amount 
of money.

“The idea originally came from 
Assistant Principal Jake Feldman,” 
Cris Tipple, choir instructor and co-
head of Wingfest said. “The Fine Arts 
Booster Club was new and we needed 
to have a fundraiser to support it.”

Last year Wingfest raised between 
$35,000 and $40,000 and served 
10,000 chicken wings. Tipple expects 
more money to be raised this year as 
they will have 13 competitors serving 
15,000 wings.

This is the largest number of ven-
dors competing at Wingfest. The com-
petitor’s wings are graded on taste and 
their booth’s appearance. Tickets are 
sold for $1 with each wing costing one 
ticket.

The proceeds from last year’s Wing-
fest went toward a projector to create 
scenery, instruments for the band, 
uniforms for the dance team and 
end risers and staircases for the show 
choir. There is a needs list created ev-
ery year for the money.

Different events will be going 
on throughout the day, including a 
wing eating contest, a dunk tank with 

teachers, bingo, a children’s pedal 
pull, beer tent, live music and televi-
sions to watch the University of Iowa 
versus Iowa State University football 
game. A kickball tournament will also 
be taking place, a new addition this 
year.

“There is something for everyone,” 
Tipple said. “This is a great commu-

nity event.”
A Pirate Over 50, Mark Zalaznik and 

Josh Digman, the Teacher Band, 5 to 
Life and the Western Dubuque dance 
team and band will entertain through-
out the day.

There are 100 volunteers, mostly 
parents with students involved with 
the fine arts. Tipple and Feldman 

head the operation.
“This is the one and only fundrais-

ing effort for the Fine Arts Booster 
Club, so we hope for a big crowd again 
this year,” Tipple said.

The Kidsfest will get the day start-
ed at 10:30 a.m. with everything else 
starting at 11. The event runs until 
6 p.m.

Chicken wing fanatics will fl ock 
to Western Dubuque Wingfest

Tyler Schneider • Staff Photo
Kevin Maiers, of Farley, prepares another batch of wings for the Wings Masters booth at the 2018 
Western Dubuque High School Wingfest.

BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

Even though it is still too early in 
the process to mark an exact date 
for if/when the highly anticipated 
12th to 13th Avenue bridge will be 
finished, the Dyersville City Coun-
cil is starting to get a better idea of 
the broader timeline for the proj-
ect.

At its Sept. 3 meeting, the coun-
cil heard from HDR project man-
ager Michael Kurek on some of 
the specifics for a newly penned 
$190,000 engineering agreement 
between the firm and the city.

Acknowledging that he didn’t 
expect anything too specific at this 
point in the game, Mayor Jim Heav-
ens asked if there was an estimate 
for when people could be driving 
across the bridge if everything kept 
progressing forward.

“It all depends on how much 
money you want to throw at the 
contractor,” Kurek said. He added 
that given the estimated size of the 
bridge, it could take nearly two 
years to construct. However, due 
to the type of land the bridge will 
be built on, construction could be 
wrapped up sooner than that.

“I think it helps that the area 
we’re planning on spanning 
doesn’t have a lot of residential 
properties — it’s just farm field. 
Usually, traffic closures and de-
tours only add to the timeline, but 
with this essentially being a field, 
that will speed up construction,” 
Kurek said.

Council 
hears 
additional 
info on 
bridge
12th to 13th 
Avenue bridge 
could commence 
in 2024
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Construction could begin as early 
as November on an addition to Peosta 
Elementary School, after the Western 
Dubuque School Board approved a con-
tract with Neumann Monson Architects 
at its regular meeting Sept. 9.

Enrollment continues to grow along 
the Highway 20 corridor of the district, 
with district officials continuing to see 

increased enrollment at Peosta Elemen-
tary.

Preliminary plans call for an addition 
of up to six classrooms with possibly one 
swing classroom.

Bob Hingtgen, director of mainte-
nance and transportation for the district, 
said the plans will bring the building up 
to a three-section building.

“It will make it a three-section pre-K 
to fifth-grade building and will complete 
our program of putting all fifth grades 

back into their buildings. With the growth 
we’ve seen at Peosta, we figure we better 
have a couple of swing rooms. We have 
some pretty full three sections already.”

Superintendent Rick Colpitts said dis-
trict officials are still determining the final 
number of classrooms. “We’re looking at 
six, but four is minimal for what we need. 
We don’t know for sure yet what we will 
end up with. We will continue to study 
that before we make a final decision, but 
it looks like six.”

Early cost estimates put the price tag 
for the addition between $1.5 to $2 mil-
lion. Colpitts said district SAVE dollars 
will pay for the project.

Hingtgen said construction could be-
gin yet this fall. “We are hoping to expe-
dite things and start in November if the 
weather holds. We could get some work 
done and get it enclosed where the crews 
could work through the winter, hopefully 

Board approves architectural contract
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