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catrina.bruns@wcinet.com

For many children, summer 
marks the end of another year of 
school, and a break from their 
regular classroom routine. Teach-
ers also acknowledge these few 
months as a time when reading, 
writing and math skills take the 
back burner for other activities. 
When the school year starts up 
again, students often face a chal-
lenge returning to school ready to 
succeed.

At Dyersville Elementary, the 
usually silent summer hallways are 
filled with learning for six weeks. 
Children in St. Mark Youth Enrich-
ment’s “Summer Heroes Academy” 
participate in summer education 
and activities, designed to keep 

them learning, safe, and healthy 
during the summer.

St. Mark Youth Enrichment has 
been serving the tri-state area for 
nearly 30 years. Today, the pro-
gram serves almost 600 children 
in  the  Western Dubuque and 
Dubuque communities with before 
and after school programs, as well 
as summer programs.

Amy McDonough, the program 
director for the Western Dubuque 
St. Mark program, said that 60 or 
more students every year look for-
ward to the activities offered. “It’s 
not like regular school. Students 
are up and moving, doing activi-
ties, working with partners or in 
groups.” In addition to typical liter-
acy and STEM-based curriculum, 

Students succeed during summer
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Visit our virtual showroom at

www.VictoryFordOnline.com 

Call Toll Free 877-300-6514
HOURS  Mon. & Thurs.: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 

Tues. Wed. & Fri.: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.Just Off Hwy. 20, 1 mile East of Rt. 
136  DYERSVILLE, IOWA

“The dealership you’ll send your friends to.”

Get $1500 Trade In on the Purchase of any used vehicle 
$4,000 or more! Guaranteed! 

         Tri-states LARGEST FORD inventory - over 200 new Fords in stock or arriving daily!
REAL PEOPLE...REAL EXPERIENCE...REAL DEALS!

Stop out today and see why more and more people are doing business with Victory Ford!
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Push It... Pull It... or Drag it In! Going On Now!
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BY MIKE PUTZ

mike.putz@wcinet.com

Democratic presidential candidate 
Kirsten Gillibrand might be trailing in 
the polls both in Iowa and nationally, 
but she believes stops like the one she 
made to Big River Resources in Dy-
ersville will convince Iowans to send 
her to the White House.

The New York Senator visited the 
ethanol plant outside Dyersville July 
15 with former Iowa Lt. Governor and 
Secretary of Agriculture Patty Judge.

Gillibrand said she has time before 
the Iowa caucuses in February to get 
her message to Iowans. “My plan is 
to spend a lot of time with caucus 
goers, talking about their goals and 
their concerns about the future. I will 
get to know them and earn their sup-
port one room at a time. I have time 
to introduce myself to Iowans and to 
the country as to who I am and how I 
am different from other candidates.”

Gillibrand was first elected to 
Congress from an upstate New York 
district where Republicans outnum-
bered Democrats two to one. Her last 
Senate election in 2018 saw her win 
18 counties that supported President 
Donald Trump in 2016.

“I have a record of doing well in red 
places, blue places and purple plac-
es, going into rural areas and smaller 

counties across my state. That’s what 
I’m doing across the country. I think 

I have a different level of experience 
on how to bring the country back 

Gillibrand tours plant

Mike Putz • Staff Photo
New York Senator and Democratic presidential candidate Kirsten Gillibrand listens as Ed Roling, of 
Big River Resources, points out a storage facility at the plant during a tour of the facility.

Contributed Photo
Officer Mike Comer guides students Aubrey Bussan-Kluesner, 
Wes Pape, Kaydence Lent and Lauryn Link through a crime scene 
investigation activity June 10.
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BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

The Dyersville City Council and the 
Dyersville Economic Development 
Corporation (doing business as Dy-
ersville Industries, Inc.) have reached 
a tax rebate deal concerning the recent 
improvements being made in the Twin 
Steeples Landing area.

The request for the tax increment 
financing (TIF) rebate will be for the 
redeveloped Textile Brewing Company 
building, which is currently owned by 
the DEDC.

“DEDC has really gone out on a limb 
to ensure this particular project achieves 
success,” DEDC Executive Director Jac-
que Rahe said. “We do hold the contract 
on the building, so we will be paying the 
taxes.”

Rahe said the DEDC has a 10-year 
contract over a 20-year amortization 
for the building, so they are in it for the 
long haul.

“When we first went into (this proj-
ect), we didn’t plan on hanging on to the 
building for that long of a time period, 
but we felt strongly that it was important 
that the local element has an opportuni-
ty to make it work,” Rahe said. “They are 
trying to build a lot of excitement and I 
think they’ve done a wonderful job in 
keeping things local and make this a 
very large community project that we 
can all be proud of.”

The brewery project has created a 
lot of buzz within the community, and 
after months of renovations, Textile is 
slated to have a series of soft-openings 
this week.

“We feel very strongly this is a catalyst 
for reinvestment in our downtown,” she 
said.

City Administrator Mick Michel ex-
plained the development agreement is 
an 80% tax rebate over the incremen-
tal value for a period of 12 years. The 
total amount rebated is not to exceed 

Council inks 
another 
downtown 
development
DEDC will receive 
TIF rebate for 
brewery building
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