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How much
is a bridge
worth to
the public?
12th/13th
Avenue bridge
hits milestone
Dylan Kurt • Staff Photo

The Landing, located along the river in downtown Dyersville, will be seeing a flurry of activity over the coming
weeks as its first tenants begin to move in.

Tenants begin move
into The Landing
BY DYLAN KURT

dylan.kurt@wcinet.com

Despite several delays caused by
COVID-19 and an unprecedented windstorm Mother Nature threw at Eastern
Iowa, a new multi-million-dollar development in the heart of downtown Dyersville is preparing to open the doors for its
first tenants.
The enormous river-side building
dubbed The Landing will see Spireon,
Inc. begin to relocate over the next several weeks.
While they originally planned on being
in by Fall 2020, Spireon is still enthusiastic
about moving into its new, state-of-theart home.
“We are extremely excited to A) Get
into that (building) and B) Just be a part
of the whole revitalization project the Dyersville Economic Development Group is
doing,” Dave Boekholder, vice president
of sales at Spireon, said. “Just to get our
employees downtown and be part of that
Main Street revitalization is fun to be part
of. It’s going to be a great thing for the city
of Dyersville.”

Project coordinators have announced
the pending arrival of a second tenant as
well.
“Select Medical and the developer have
also reached a deal and they have already
started to build out their space,” Jacque
Rahe, executive director of the Dyersville
Economic Development Corp., said.
Select Physical Therapy, which is a
division of Select Medical, is a Pennsylvania-based outpatient medical company that will occupy the main level of
the building. They already have plans
to hire two or three employees right off
the bat and potentially more down the
road.
“Our interest in Dyersville is we know
about the community, and we already
have some of our current staff in that
community,” Brett Raasch of Select Physical Therapy in Des Moines said. “We
thought there was a need. We are continuing to grow across Iowa.”
Additionally, Rahe said they are in discussions with a few other entities about
moving into the Landing’s commercial
space.
Aside from what is slated to be a bus-

tling new business hub, The Landing will
also be home to residential tenants in the
near future.
“Right now, they are getting the necessary legal documentation put together and they will probably be hitting the
market in early January,” Rahe said of
the building’s condos, which she thinks
should be ready for occupancy sometime
this spring.
As long-held plans begin to come to
fruition, Rahe said everyone involved has
been reflecting on how this project went
from a conceptual rendering to Spireon
signing on in seemingly no time at all.
“It has been a great project and great
partnership between the developer and
the City of Dyersville with our organization kind of being the conduit to make
it happen,” Rahe said. “Now to look at
that in downtown Dyersville — it’s pretty
amazing.”
The mix of new employees and residents occupying Dyersville’s main street
is also an aspect that has excited Rahe,
who is looking forward to the new element of vitality and activity they are sure
to bring to main street.
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The journey to construct
a bridge spanning the North
Fork of the Maquoketa River
from 12th-to-13th Avenue
has reached another important watershed moment,
but now the Dyersville City
Council wants to take a step
back to re-gauge public sentiment.
On Dec. 21, Mike Kurek, a
professional engineer with
HDR Engineering, Inc., told
the council plans for the
desired bridge are now 30%
complete. But to be precise,
t h e s e p l a n s n ow ca l l f o r
“bridges” instead of a bridge.
Previously, one of the biggest hurdles in design was
determining how to span a
nearly 1,700-foot-wide area
without building one monolithic structure. After discussing three or four potential
solutions with the DNR,
Kurek said they decided a
511-foot bridge to the west
and 232-foot bridge to the
east with a road in-between
would meet all necessary criteria.
“It’s a big cost and time
savings,” Kurek said of the
design. “Instead of spanning
the entire length or having
regulator y complications
with a single bridge, we’ve
used our modeling efforts
to come up with a strategic
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approach to best utilize this
corridor.”
More importantly, Kurek
said engineers have been
able to establish a “no-rise,”
which will save money for a
structure that essentially is
being built entirely within a
floodway.
According to FEMA, any
project in a floodway must
be reviewed to determine
what impacts it would have
on flood heights. Securing a
“no-rise” certificate means
supporting technical data
that shows there won’t be an
impact on 100-year flood elevations.
“To get a ‘no-rise,’ that’s a
considerable amount of cost
savings,” City Administrator
Mick Michel said. “We will
have a little more capital expenditure by putting another
bridge in, but in the longrun, it’s still a better project.”
The design will also allow the road to remain open
should Dyersville experience
a 100-year flood event.
While news of progress
was certainly welcome, the
council now has a different
storm to weather — determining how this should be
paid for, that is, if the public
still wants the project after
seeing the price tag.
The cost estimate ranges from roughly $6.3 to $6.9
million if a 10% contingency
is included. However, before
the council could even think
about construction, it has to
pay for phase two of the engineering, which is estimated
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