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BUILDING AND DIGGING

Free, indeed

A

judge once told me that
ever yone wants him to
throw the book at the
criminal before him, until the
person before him is a member
of their family.
In a few
decades of
covering criminal
cases, I have
often thought
about what
the judge said.
In one of the
ANDREA
most serious
HOWE
criminal cases
I’ve covered, I
reached out to the father of a
murder defendant who brought
his son in to law enforcement
officers after the son shot a
police officer on a traffic stop in
February, 2000.
Had he not brought him in,
the defendant would have been
a fugitive. The father wouldn’t
give me an interview, but he did
remark that he felt he was losing
him for good when he brought
his son to law enforcement.
The son took a plea deal that
took the death penalty off the
table and was sentenced to life
in prison. He gave me a jail
interview shortly after he was
sentenced eight months after
the murder. He couldn’t say why
he shot the officer, other than a
mind messed up on drugs.
He was drug-free when I
talked to him, and leading a
Bible study group in the county
jail in 2000. He’s been in state
prison for about 21 years now,
and has asked for clemency, but
was denied.
A lot of people can’t forget the
pain he caused, and in the eyes
of the law, he’s where he ought
to be. His body is not free, and
it shouldn’t be. But if he’s still
following Jesus, he is as free in
spirit as me.
I think about that, a lot. God
is merciful and values every
person’s salvation — even
convicted murderers. I’ve got
a lot of brothers and sisters in
Christ living in jail cells that I
haven’t met yet.
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Youths get creative at Jasper Public Library with Lego creations. The library displays the Lego creations in the library.
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Above: Youths dig around trying to find the right piece to place on their
Lego projects during Lego build day at the Jasper Public Library. Right: Carly
Robbins makes a swimming spot with Legos at Jasper public library. Robbins
said her plan is for customers to buy pillows, then jump in with them for fun.

Red Cross facing worst blood
shortage in more than 10 years
BY THE HERALD

JASPER — The American
Red Cross of ficials repor t
there’s a national blood crisis
— the worst blood shortage in
more than a decade — posing a
concerning risk to patient care.
Accor ding to American
Red Cross Blood Ser vices,
the shor tage forces doctors
to decide who receives blood
transfusions and who will need
to wait until more products
become available. Blood and
platelet donations are critically
needed to help prevent further
delays in vital medical treatments.
The crisis is attributed to a
10% decline in donations since

the beginning of the COVID19 pandemic, including a
62% drop in college and high
school blood drives due to
the pandemic. Student donors
accounted for about 25% of
donors in 2019, but accounted for just 10% during the pandemic.
Ongoing blood drive cancellations due to illness, weather-related closures and staffing
limitations also contribute to
the shor tage, and surges in
COVID-19 cases and flu season can compound the problem.
The Red Cross, which supplies 40% of the nation’s blood
supply, has had to limit blood

product distributions to hospitals as a result of the shortage.
Of ficials repor t less than a
one-day supply of critical blood
types in recent weeks.
The O-negative blood type is
most compatible with all other
blood types, and that supply is
critical because it nearly 40% of
Americans have it.
According to The American
Red Cross, people can still
donate blood after receiving
a COVID-19 vaccination, but
knowing the name of the manufacturer is critical in determining blood donation eligibility.
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Eiteljorg Museum will show
Native American art in new way
BY DOMENICA BONGIOVANNI
THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR

INDIANAPOLIS — The
Eiteljorg Museum’s revamped
Native American Galleries will
show works spanning more
than 170 years when they
reopen in June. But visitors
won’t start at the beginning,
middle or even the end of that
timeframe. Instead, they’ll be
greeted by artwork with stories that fuse past, present and
future.
Hannah Claus’ ”water song:
peemitanaahkwahki sakaahkweelo,” for example, wraps
the Miami people’s origin
stor y into a work she created as a 2019 Contemporar y
Ar t fellow at the Eiteljorg.
She took photos around their
homelands in the Mississinewa and Wabash river areas,

between Marion, Per u and
Wabash.
In doing so, Claus, who
is a member of the Bay of
Quinte Mohawks First Nation,
explored the stor y of how
the Miami first reached from
the water in the area of present-day nor ther n Indiana
and souther n Michigan to
grab tree branches and pull
themselves onto the land to
walk. Digital imagery printed
on acetate film in the form of
discs will hang delicately from
threads affixed to the ceiling,
reflecting the stor y and the
sound waves of a song written
about it.
“water song” will be an
introduction to about 300 artworks, with more cycling into
the installation over time, that
will tell the stor y of tribes

from across Nor th America
through a thematic presentation that centers Native cultural values in the galleries.
“Native art is on this continuum that what’s considered
older or traditional and what’s
newer or contemporary — it’s
all Native art and they inform
one another,” said Dorene Red
Cloud, associate curator of
Native American art.
The piece also will stand
amidst spoken gr eetings
from Great Lakes tribes and
written acknowledgement of
the peoples — including the
Miami, Potawatomi, Delaware,
Shawnee, Peoria and Kickapoo — who are the original
inhabitants of the land where
the museum now stands.
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148 new COVID-19
cases reported Friday
BY THE HERALD

JASPER — W ith 148 new
COVID-19 cases reported Friday
on top of 98 reported late Thursday, Dubois County’s positivity
rate is at 25.4% among all tests
and 37.5% among people tested
for the first time.
Indiana Depar tment of
Health’s daily update shows the
county has 10,523 total cases,
including 151 deaths among
29,980 people tested over the
course of the pandemic.
Nearly 60% of the county’s
eligible population (ages 5 and
older) have received two doses
of vaccines. Health of ficials
encourage anyone who has
received two doses of vaccine
five months ago to receive a
booster vaccine, or anyone who
received a single dose Johnson
and Johnson vaccine two months
ago to receive a booster dose of
Moderna or Pfizer vaccine.
The Pfizer vaccine is the only
brand recommended for pediatric patients. Anyone age 18 and
older can choose either Pfizer or
Moderna brands.
In the area, Daviess County
reported 77 new cases for 6,138
cases including 126 deaths
among 19,100 people tested;
Pike County 29 new cases for
3,020 cases including 45 deaths
among 8,094 people tested;
Warrick County 236 new cases
including one additional death
for 15,465 cases including 211
deaths among 45,567 people
tested; Vanderburgh County 704
new cases including two additional deaths for 44,322 cases
including 523 deaths among
134,271 people tested; Spencer
County 44 new cases for 4,314
cases including 56 deaths among
11,988 people tested; Per r y
County 45 new cases for 3,567
cases including 55 deaths among
12,659 people tested; Crawford

County 26 new cases for 2,062
cases including 31 deaths among
7,311 people tested; Orange
County 64 new cases for 4,024
cases including 82 deaths among
12,427 people tested; and Martin
County 17 new cases for 1,764
cases including 20 deaths among
6,126 people tested.

RESOURCES
In addition to regular testing and vaccination scheduled,
Dubois County Health Department offers an evening clinic at
the health depar tment of fice,
1187 South Charles Street, Jasper, from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 19 to accommodate anyone wanting COVID-19
vaccine after normal business
hours. No appointment is needed.
No vaccines other than
COVID-19 will be available.
Patrons need to bring identification, insurance cards and
COVID-19 vaccination card if
available.
The drive-through clinic is
open for anyone 12 and older.
Anyone under 12 years old must
come inside on arrival.
For more information about
the clinic, phone 812-481-7056.
The Centers for Disease Control recommendations for booster shots and additional doses:
• People 12 and older should
receive a booster shot. People
age 12 to 17 must receive a Pfizer booster.
• People who received an
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine (Pfizer or Moderna) should receive a
booster shot at least five months
after completing their primar y
vaccine series.
• Moderately or severely
immunocompromised people
age 5 or older who received an
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