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County at most severe COVID-19 spread rate
NE Dubois schools
go virtual for 2 days
BY THE HERALD STAFF

JASPER — A surge in COVID19 cases brings Dubois County back to severe community
spread advisory status.
Indiana Depar tment of
Health’s weekly update on com-

munity spread metrics shows 80 positivity rate is at 22.8% for all that district the rest of this week,
of the state’s 92 counties are at tests, and at 31.1% among people lunch is available both days at
severe spread levels.
tested for the first time.
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in Dubois County Wednesday, to move to vir tual lear ning postponed through the weekfor a total 10,279 cases including Thursday and Friday. There is end, practices with proper pre151 deaths among 29,811 peo- no school Jan. 17, a scheduled cautions are allowed.
ple tested over the course of the countywide teacher inser vice
County demographics show
pandemic.
day.
local cases among students
The county’s seven-day rolling
While classes are vir tual in (ages 5-19) at 16.5%. People ages
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20-29 account for 16.4% of the
cases, while ages 30-39 and ages
50-59 each account for 15.5% of
the local cases. The demographic breakdown shows
13.6% of
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cases among ages 40-49, 10.5%
among ages 60-69, 5.4% among
ages 70-79 and 3.9% among ages
80 and older.
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BY THE HERALD STAFF

FERDINAND — Dylan Weyer
of Forest Park High School is
the 2022 Lilly
Endowment ComScholarNight timemunity
icons
ship
award recipient from Dubois
County.
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involvement, academic achievement, character
and leadership, receives full tuition, required fees and a special
allocation of up to $900 per year
for required books and required
equipment for four years of
By AMBER MORRIS/The Herald
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college or university.
Weyer plans to attend University of Evansville in the fall to
study mechanical engineering.

COVID-19 hospitalizations hit new peak amid omicron
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana
hospitals are reporting a record
number of COVID-19 patients
as the highly contagious omicron variant continues driving a
statewide surge, the state’s latest coronavirus update shows.
Indiana’s COVID-19 hospitalizations reached 3,467 on Monday, eclipsing the previous pandemic peak of 3,460 the state
set on Nov. 30, 2020, according
to an update posted Tuesday on

the state health department’s
coronavirus dashboard.
COVID-19 patients occupied
38.4% of Indiana’s intensive care
unit beds Monday and the state
had only 10.6% of its ICU beds
available overall.
Indiana also reported 11,932
new COVID-19 cases on Tuesday as the omicron variant continued spreading.
Brian Tabor, president of
the Indiana Hospital Association, said the surge in COVID-

19 patients, combined with
non-COVID-19 patients who
delayed treatment earlier in the
pandemic but are now seeking
care, has created a “crisis” for
Indiana’s hospitals.
“Indiana hospitals are overwhelmed with the highest number of patients on record and
have reached a state of crisis
with dwindling capacity left to
care for patients,” he said Tuesday in a statement.
Tabor said Indiana’s emer-

gency departments are seeing
between 8,500 and 10,000 visits
per day, and at any given time
several hundred patients are
waiting in ERs for hospital beds
to open up.
With hospital patient volumes
expected to climb for the next
couple of weeks, he urged Hoosiers to seek COVID-19 tests
not at hospital emergency
rooms but at primary care sites
including physician offices and
urgent care centers.

Inflation at 40-year high pressures consumers, Fed, Biden
BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON — Inflation
jumped at its fastest pace in
nearly 40 years last month, a 7%
spike from a year earlier that is
increasing household expenses, eating into wage gains and
heaping pressure on President
Joe Biden and the Federal
Reser ve to address what has
become the biggest threat to
the U.S. economy.
Prices rose sharply in 2021
for cars, gas, food and furniture as part of a rapid recovery
from the pandemic recession.
Vast infusions of government
aid and ultra-low interest rates
helped spur demand for goods,
while vaccinations gave people
confidence to dine out and travel.
As Americans ramped
up spending, supply chains
remained squeezed by shortages of workers and raw materials
and this magnified price pressures.
The Labor Depar tment
r epor ted Wednesday that
a measure of inflation that
excludes volatile food and gas
prices jumped 5.5% in December, also the highest in decades.
Overall inflation rose 0.5% from
November, down from 0.8% the
previous month.
Price gains could slow further as snags in supply chains
ease, but most economists
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Housing activists march across town toward New York Gov. Kathy
Hochul’s office, calling for an extension of pandemic-era eviction
protections Aug. 31, 2021, in New York.
say inflation won’t fall back to
pre-pandemic levels anytime
soon.
“U.S. inflation pressures
show no sign of easing,’’ said
James Knightley, chief international economist at the financial services company ING. “It
hasn’t been this high since the
days of Thatcher and Reagan.
We could be close to the peak,
but the risk is that inflation
stays higher for longer.’’
High inflation isn’t only a
problem for the U.S. In the 19
European countries that use
the euro currency, inflation
rose 5% in December compared
with a year earlier, the biggest

increase on record.
Companies large and small
are adapting as best they can.
Nicole Pomije, a baker y
owner in the Minneapolis area,
said she plans to raise prices
for cookies because of surging
ingredient costs.
Her basic cookies were
priced at 99 cents each, while
premium versions were selling
for $1.50 each. But Pomije said
she will have to jack up the prices of her basic cookies to the
premium price.
“We have to make money,”
she said. “We don’t want to lose
our customers. But I think we
might.”
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Testimony
opposes
partisan
school board
elections
BY WHITNEY DOWNARD
TERRE HAUTE TRIBUNE-STAR

Businesses struggling to hire
have hiked pay, but rising prices for goods and services have
eroded those income gains for
many Americans. Lower-income families have felt it the
most, and polls show that inflation has started displacing even
the coronavirus as a public concern.
The United States hasn’t seen
anything like it since the early
1980s. Back then, Fed Chair
Paul Volcker responded by
pushing interest rates to painful levels — the prime rate for
banks’ best customers hit 20%
in 1980 — and sent the economy into a deep recession. But
Volcker succeeded in taming
inflation that had been running
at double-digit year-over-year
levels for much of 1979-1981.
High inflation has put President Biden on the defensive.
His administration, echoing
of ficials at the Fed, initially
suggested that price increases
would be temporary. Now that
inflation has persisted, Biden
and some congressional Democrats have begun to blame large
corporations. They say meat
producers and other industries
are taking advantage of pandemic-induced shor tages to
drive up prices and profits. But
even some left-of-center economists disagree with that diagnosis.

Of the 20 people who testified before the House Election
Committee this week, none testified in support of a bill to make
school board races partisan by
having candidates declare their
party affiliation.
Terry Spradlin, the executive
director of the Indiana School
Boards Association, said his
organization had concerns that
politicizing school board races
would further fuel partisan conflicts.
“There is no Democrat or
Republican way to feed or transpor t children, pay bills, plan
facility improvements, (etc.),”
Spradlin said. “Politics may compromise the ability of a school
board to put students first.”
Bill author J.D. Prescott,
R-Union City, said he’d heard
from his constituents a desire
for more transparency in school
board elections on where candidates sit on the political spectrum.
“School boards handle one
of the largest budgets with our
elected offices,” Prescott said.
I think you can rank and even
tell the difference between financial responsibility (and) moral
character ... just having that
extra indication on the ballot will
help share to voters a little bit
more about the candidates on
the ballot.”
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