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VAX TO NORMAL

Mississippi
legislators
sidestep some
division
By EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS
Associated Press
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A family takes a photo in front of Sleeping Beauty’s Castle at Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., Friday, April 30. The iconic theme park in Southern
California that was closed under the state’s strict virus rules swung open its gates Friday and some visitors came in cheering and screaming with
happiness.

Number of Americans fully vaccinated tops 100 million
By DAVID KOENIG, AMY TAXIN and reflect increasing optimism as COVID-19
MAE ANDERSON
deaths tumble and the
Associated Press
ranks of the vaccinated
DALLAS •
Disneyland grow – a stark contrast to
reopened on Friday and the worsening disaster in
cruise lines welcomed the India and Brazil and the
news that they could be scant availability of vacsailing again in the U.S. by cines in many poor parts
midsummer, as the num- of the world.
In fact, the U.S. said
ber of Americans fully vaccinated against COVID-19 Friday it will restrict travreached another mile- el from India starting
Tuesday, citing a devasstone: 100 million.
Visitors cheered and tating rise in COVID-19
screamed with delight as cases in the country and
the Southern California the emergence of potentheme park swung open tially dangerous variants
its gates for the first time of the coronavirus.
in 13 months in a powerWhile
the
overall
ful symbol of the U.S. re- number of lives lost to
bound, even though the COVID-19 in the U.S. has
self-proclaimed Happiest eclipsed 575,000, deaths
Place on Earth is allowing have plummeted to an
only in-state guests for average of about 670 per
now and operating at just day from a peak of around
3,400 in mid-January.
25% capacity.
Thirty-nine percent of
The reopening and
similar steps elsewhere the nation’s adult popuaround
the
country lation has been fully vac-

cinated, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Over
55% of adults have received at least one dose.
However, about 8% of
those who have gotten
one dose of either the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccine have not returned for
their second shot, officials
said. Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the nation’s top infectious
disease expert, said it is
important to complete
the course to gain maximum protection against
the coronavirus.
“Make sure you get that
second dose,” he said at a
White House briefing.
Dr. Leana Wen, former
Baltimore health commissioner and a visiting
professor of health policy at George Washington University, said fully
vaccinating about 40%
of American adults is a
great achievement but

not enough.
“The hardest part is
ahead of us,” she said.
“I’m very concerned that
we are not going to come
anywhere close to reaching herd immunity in
2021.”
Wen noted that Fauci has estimated 70% to
85% of the U.S. population would need to be
vaccinated to achieve
herd immunity.
The
immunization
drive has slowed in recent weeks, even as shots
have been thrown open
to all adults. Wen said
better weather and falling case counts will make
it harder to reach people
who have not yet been
vaccinated.
“Those people who are
on the fence about getting a vaccine may have
less reason to get one
TURN TO VACCINATION, 2A

race theory,” which examines the ways racism
affects culture, politics
and law.
In
September,
then-President Donald
Trump issued orders
banning federal agencies and contractors
from using critical race
theory in training. Critics said the Republican
was trying to portray
white people as victims
to curry favor with conservative voters. Democratic President Joe
Biden repealed the ban
soon after he took office
in January.
Hill is a Trump supporter, and her resolution said “critical race
theory and related ideologies propagate divisive and untrue concepts that teach one
race or sex is inherently
superior to another and
that individuals of one
race or sex should be
deprived of basic rights
simply because of their
race or sex.”
While Reeves never
publicly took a stance
on Hill’s resolution, he
said Thursday during
a Fox News event with
other Republican governors: “There is not
systemic
racism
in
America. We live in the
greatest country in the
history of mankind.”
House
Concurrent
Resolution 62, was filed
by Republican Reps.
Chris Brown of Nettleton, Dan Eubanks of

JACKSON • Mississippi lawmakers grabbed
national headlines this
year by banning transgender athletes from
competing on girls’ or
women’s sports teams.
They walked away from
some other divisive issues during their threemonth session.
Republican Sen. Angela Hill of Picayune
argued in favor of the
transgender sports bill,
and she stood behind
Republican Gov. Tate
Reeves as he signed
it into law. Hill filed a
separate bill that would
have prohibited hormone treatments or
surgery from being performed on transgender
minors.
Senate Bill 2171, the
“Transgender 21 Act,”
died because it was not
brought up for votes
in the Senate Public
Health Committee and
the Senate Accountability, Efficiency and
Transparency Committee. Arkansas legislators
passed a similar bill this
year, pushing it into law
over the veto of Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson.
Hill also sponsored
Senate Resolution 56,
which died when it was
not brought up for a
vote in the Senate Rules
Committee. It would
have had the Mississippi Senate express
disapproval of “critical TURN TO LEGISLATORS, 2A

After sad Mother’s Day 2020, vaccines offer sweet reunions
By LEANNE ITALIE
Associated Press
NEW YORK • When Leland
Stein heads to his 93-year-old
mother’s senior living facility
for Mother’s Day, he’ll have
flowers in hand, a bottle of
bubbly and a year’s worth of
hugs.
“I miss Leland’s visits very
much,” said Sondra Green, a
retired Vassar College drama
professor who counts Meryl
Streep among her former students. “I’m just very grateful
for his presence.”
Many moms, grandmothers
and their offspring around the
U.S. will be equally thrilled.
They were forced to hold off
on the physical joys of Mother’s Day last year amid pandemic fears and restrictions.
This time around, vaccinations and abiding by post-shot
waiting periods have brought
more security and comfort to
bring on the hugs and kisses
for sweet in-person – and indoor – reunions.
Of course, not everyone will
feel that joy. There are those
mourning for mothers lost to
COVID-19, and others who are
refraining from socializing in
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This photo shows, from left, Vanessa Gordon, Benjamin Gordon (seated), Regina Pinto,
LELAND STEIN I AP Robert Pinto, Sarah Gordon and Robert Pinto II at the elder Robert Pinto’s birthday
Leland Stein, left, takes a photo with his mother Sondra Green in her apartment in party on March 8, 2020, at his home in Roxbury, Conn. Vanessa Gordon, her kids and
New York in April. The two are reuniting in person for Mother’s Day as vaccinations others in the family will reunite with a grandmother in person for Mother’s Day this year
as vaccinations have made families feel more comfortable gathering for the holiday.
have made families feel more comfortable gathering for the holiday.
person until they, too, can get
vaccinated.
During the pandemic, the
64-year-old Stein and his elegant mom have met just once,
about six months ago outside of her Brookdale Senior
Living location in downtown
Manhattan. He couldn’t keep
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away, particularly since Green
lost her husband just months
before the pandemic took
hold, but it was a long trip
from his home in Arlington,
Massachusetts, for a brief visit
on the lawn.
Green’s three other sons live
in the West, too far to make a
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Mother’s Day trip.
Stein, too, has been feeling
the separation and the sting
of isolation. At the start of the
pandemic in mid-March 2020,
the performance space he
manages, the Regent Theatre
in Arlington, was shut down as
the world headed into emer-

gency mode.
“It was Friday the 13th,” he
recalled. “We had a sold-out
show at the theater and the
rug was pulled out from under
us. I had just lost a relationship, so I lost my relationship,
TURN TO REUNIONS, 2A
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