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Qualifying underway for TEPA board election
BY HANK WIESNER
SPECIAL TO THE SOUTHERN SENTINEL

RIPLEY • The qualifying
period is now open for those
wishing to run for a seat on the
Tippah Electric Power Association’s Board of Directors.
The qualifying deadline is
Oct. 14 2021 at 5 p.m.; deadline
to pick-up a petition is Sept. 30.
Ballots will be mailed the first

week in November.
After the qualifying period
ends, a list of those who have
qualified to run will be printed. Three of the nine-member
board – composed of eight area
directors and an at large director – are up for election this
year. All nine board members’
terms are for three years.
Those board seats up for
re-election this year include

district Areas 1, 4 and 7 which is
the At-Large Director position.
All three incumbents are seeking re-election.
The Area 1 incumbent is
Ricky Dobbs. The Area 4 incumbent is Jimmy Huddleston.
The At-Large incumbent is
Ricky Martin. TEPA bylaws indicate that to qualify to run
for a board seat, an individual must be a member in good

standing of the association;
must obtain 25 signatures on
a petition of other members,
and must submit the petition
by mail to Franks, Franks and
Wilemon no later than the
second Thursday in October
by 5 p.m. Election takes place
by a mail-out ballot system.
Members will receive ballots by
first week in November; ballots
must be received back by mail

Homecoming season
Walnut Homecoming to be held later this week

no later than the 3rd Monday
in November.
Ballots will be mailed to each
member; each member will get
only one vote. Directors who
are elected will be announced
after election results are certified. Board members by name
TEPA
and district include Area Name
1 Ricky Dobbs

Eaton murder trial
begins this week
in Tippah County
Circuit Court
BY HANK WIESNER
SPECIAL TO THE SOUTHERN SENTINEL

RIPLEY – The process of choosing a jury
to try Troy Anthony
Eaton on murder and
aggravated
assault
charges was expected
to begin Tuesday, Sept.
21 in Tippah County
Circuit Court.
Jury selection was being held at the Tippah
County Fairgrounds.
The trial is expected to
occupy the bulk of the
one-week court term.
The presiding judge
will be Hon. Kelly Luther.
Eaton, of Rienzi, was
indicted on 2nd degree
murder and aggravatWalnut Attendance Center’s Homecoming festivities are this week, with the Homecoming game and
ceremony coming up this Friday when Walnut takes on Marshall Academy. Walnut’s 2021 Homecoming
maids are: (Standing) Krissy Ratliff, Freshman Maid; Josie Meeks, 8th Grade Maid; Madison Weeks, Junior Maid; Taylor Garner, 7th Grade Maid; (Seated) Belle Martindale, Football Maid; Laura Leigh Hughes,
Senior Maid; Mabry Jackson, Senior Maid; Chloe Barnes, Senior Maid; (Not Pictured) Julia Climer,
Sophomore Maid.

Endangered Child Alert canceled after
Tippah youngster found unharmed
BY HANK WIESNER
SPECIAL TO THE SOUTHERN SENTINEL

RIPLEY • According to the Mississippi Bureau of Investigation
(MBI), the Endangered/Missing
Child Alert issued last week for
Christian Lee Bowen of Tippah
County was canceled after he
was found unharmed in a field.
MBI issued the alert last Tuesday for the Walnut youngster,
believed to be about 1 ½ years
old.
According to MBI and the
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Tippah County Sheriff’s Department, the youngster was
last seen on Tuesday, Sept. 14,
around 2:30 p.m. in the 2800
block of County Road 100 (Muddy Ridge Road) in Tippah County. He was wearing a diaper. He
had been staying with a babysitter. Bowen is described as three
feet tall, 27 lbs., with blonde hair
and blue eyes. The alert triggered
an intense hunt in hot, humid
weather by law enforcement and
search and rescue units from
Tippah, Alcorn and Hardeman
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(Tenn.) counties. A bloodhound
was also brought in to help track
the youngster. The child was
found in Tennessee about four
hours later, dirty and thirsty but
otherwise OK, about 300 yards
off the Muddy Ridge Road and
three-quarters mile from where
he was last seen.
Rescuers aren’t sure how the
youngster got to where he was
found; “We just thank God we
found him,” said Tippah County
coroner and deputy Chris McCallister Wednesday afternoon.
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ed assault charges by a
Tippah County Grand
Jury during its Oct. 17,
2019 session. Eaton, 43,
is charged with fatally
shooting off-duty state
trooper Josh Smith, 32,
of Alcorn County and
shooting and wounding Ricky Vick, 38, of
Michigan City in September, 2018.
The situation happened in the rural area
of Big Hatchie Bottom
near the Alcorn/Tippah County line.
Tippah County Coroner
Chris
McCallister said it
Eaton
appeared
that Eaton was
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Supervisors adopt
tire disposal policy
At their Wednesday
meeting, the Tippah
County Board of Supervisors reviewed a
new policy for accepting used tires for disposal.
Mississippi law requires counties to develop a local waste tire
collection program for
the deposit of waste
tires from private citizens and other small
quantity
generators
such as farms, small
businesses and salvage
yards. However, County officials said that the
program would not
cover the disposal of

tires for retailers who
sell new and used tires
who generate more
than 10 waste tires
per week. They noted
that Guidelines from
the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality do not
allow Counties to receive tires from businesses that sell new
and used tires because
those dealers collect
a disposal fee and
the
retailer
i s
responsible for
Disposal
disposing of the
tires. Any
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