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Honoring their service

75 cents

Let the
Bodocking
begin!
Regina Butler
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The Pontotoc County Fair Board recognized Joe Phill Whitten (front center) for his many years of dedicated service as the Pontotoc County Fair Board president.
Whitten recently stepped down from the position. The board also honored recently retired 4-H agent Sherry Thompson for her 21 years of dedicated service as the
MSU/4-H Extension agent. Fair Board members at the back from left are David White, Tommy Newell, Audra Chism, David Hall and Kevin McGregor.

See Bodock page 14A

Twenty-three plead guilty, sentenced
David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Twenty-three defendants pled
guilty and five were arraigned in
criminal proceedings during the
second week of Pontotoc County
Circuit Court.
The third week of court is ongoing and scheduled to conclude this

Friday (Aug. 23).
Defendant Andrew Thomas Thrasher pled guilty to child
abuse and received a 10 years suspended prison sentence. He was
placed on five years supervision,
fined $1,000 and ordered to pay
$100 restitution, $400 in fees and
court costs.
Defendant Tyler Maria Spratlin
pled guilty to burglary of a church

and was sentenced to a 14 years
suspended prison term. Spratlin
was placed on five years supervision, fined $1,000 and ordered to
pay $217 restitution, $400 in fees
and court costs.
Defendant Ashley Lauren
Stewart pled guilty to possession of amphetamine and was
sentenced to serve eight years in
prison unless she successfully

completes five years of intensive
supervision and house arrest. She
was placed on three years supervision, fined $1,000 and ordered to
pay $100 restitution, $400 in fees
and court costs.
Defendant Adrian Ross Grubbs
pled guilty to possession of meth
with intent and was sentenced to
See Twenty-three page 14A

Primary runoff elections set Tuesday
Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

There are five runoff contests
on the Republican ballot and
one on the Democratic ballot
this coming Tuesday, August 27.
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. - 7
p.m. If you wish to vote absentee,
you may go to the circuit clerks
office from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. from

now through Friday and from 8
a.m. until 12 noon on Saturday.
You can only vote in the party that you voted in August 6. In
other words if you voted Republican August 6, you can only vote
Republican in the run off and the
same for Democrat.
On the Republican ballot for
governor Tate Reeves and Bill
Waller Jr. are in the runoff.
For Attorney General, Lynn

Fitch and Any Taggart are in the
runoff.
For Transportation Commissioner Northern District, John
Caldwell and Geoffrey Yoste are
on the ballot.
For State Senate District 3,
Kathy Chism and Kevin Walls
are vying for the Republican ticket.
For State Senate District 8,
Stephen Scott Griffin and Benja-

Two Tupelo juveniles
arrested, charged with
posting threats against
Pontotoc, Oxford Schools
David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc Police Chief Randy
Tutor said last Friday (Aug. 16)
morning that two Tupelo juveniles have been arrested and remain in custody in connection
with allegedly making threats
of violence against the Pontotoc City School and Oxford City
School Districts.
Chief Tutor said the two juveniles were arrested around 3 a.m.
Friday morning at their home in
Tupelo by officers from the Pontotoc, Oxford and Tupelo Police
Departments and Pontotoc City
School Security force.
“These two juveniles are be-

ing charged with making careless threats against an educational facility, which is a new state
statute,” Chief Tutor said. “The
juveniles are in custody awaiting
a detention hearing in Pontotoc
County Youth Court probably
next week.”
At a press conference at Church
Street School in Tupelo late Friday morning, Tupelo Police Chief
Bart Aguirre said the two juveniles will be charged in Tupelo
with the same crime.
On Thursday threatening text
messages were received targeting
at least two schools in Tupelo,
Tupelo School officials said.
Chief Tutor said additional
See Two page 13A
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Are you
ready
for
some Bodock heat? Well
it’s time to
crank it up!
The festival,
which was
originally
set in August
has moved
back to its
old
time
slot after years of being bounced
through September and into October last year.
It interfered with other activities
when it was in the other months, so
organizers decided to put it back
‘home’ so to speak. Named for
the huge Bodock tree that graced
the back lawn of Dr. Forest Tutor’s

Progress
sets early
deadlines for
Labor Day
week
David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

min A. Suber are on the ticket.
On the Democratic ticket, the
only runoff is in State Senate District 8 between Kegan Coleman
and Katheryn York.
Once the runoffs are decided
the final ballot will be set for the
general election in November. On
that ballot you may vote in which
ever party you wish. The final
election in 2019 will be Tuesday,
November 5.

The Pontotoc Progress will be
closed Monday, September 2, in
observance of the Labor Day holiday.
In accordance, early deadlines
are set for the September 4 edition
of the newspaper, including:
-legal ads are due by noon on
Wednesday, August 28;
-classfied ads are due by 12 noon
on Thursday, August 29;
-retail ads are due no later than 5
p.m. on Thursday, August 29.

Go teams!
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Folks filled the court square on Saturday to enjoy the annual Rebel/Bulldog Tailgate Challenge with even the youngsters
enjoying the ice cream and the chance to wave a pom-pom.
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