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A poodle for Piper:
Make-A-Wish grants
Vardaman girl’s wish
for a furry best friend
She quit taking treatments in December of
last year, and she’s been
doing wonderful since.”
Although her health
has improved since
then, Livingston’s ordeal earned her a referral to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation.
During her interview,
which was carried out
by Houston Alderlady Shenia K. Jones and
Houston Assistant City
Clerk Barbra Buggs,
she asked for one thing
above all else.
“I want a Poodle!”
So, Make-A-Wish and
the volunteers set out to
make that happen.
It all came to fruition
last week, at a reception specially planned
for her. Piper was gifted
with her very own Poodle.
Livingston’s face lit
up with joy when she
saw that furry face looking back at her. She
immediately
latched
on to her new friend
and the Poodle did the
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Emily Goss goes over school work at the kitchen table with her five-year-old son inside their Monroe, N.C., home on Monday, Sept. 13, 2021.
The Goss’ have decided to homeschool Berkeley after the Union County school district chose not to implement a mask mandate for children.

Outbreaks strand some students
at home with minimal learning
By BRYAN ANDERSON
and HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH
Associated Press/Report for America
RALEIGH, N.C. • Within his first
week back at school after a year
and a half, 7-year-old Ben Medlin
was exposed to a classmate with
COVID-19, and he was sent home,
along with 7,000 other students in
the district, for 14 days of quarantine.
Not much learning went on in
Ben’s home.
On some days last week, the
second-grader was given no work
by his teachers. On others, he was
done by 9:30 a.m., his daily assignments consisting of solving
10 math problems or punctuating
four sentences, according to his
mother.
“It was very much just thrown
together and very, very, very easy
work,” Kenan Medlin said.
As coronavirus outbreaks driven
by the delta variant lead districts

“He’s supposed to
be playing outside,
riding bikes and
learning how to make
new friends, and he’s
wondering what’s
going to happen
to him. That’s not
how childhood is
supposed to be, and
it’s just heartbreaking.
We can’t do this all
year.”

schooling.
Despite billions of dollars in
federal money at their disposal
to prepare for new outbreaks and
develop contingency plans, some
governors, education departments
and local school boards have been
caught flat-footed.
Also, some school systems have
been handcuffed by state laws or
policies aimed at keeping students
in classrooms and strongly discouraging or restricting a return to
remote learning.
The disruptions – and the risk
that youngsters will fall further behind academically – have been unsettling for parents and educators
alike.
The school board in Ben’s district
Emily Goss
in Union County, outside CharNorth Carolina parent
lotte, relented on Monday and voted to allow most of its quarantining
around the U.S. to abruptly shut students to return to the classroom
down or send large numbers of as long as they aren’t known to be
children into quarantine at home,
some students are getting minimal TURN TO LEARNING, 3A

VARDAMAN • Piper Livingston has had quite a
journey in her six years;
now she has a new companion for that journey
thanks to Make-A-Wish
Mississippi.
Livingston was born
with Tetralogy of Fallot
(TOF), a disease that
affects the blood flow
through the heart and
lungs.
“She was born with
TOF and by 3 years old,
she was in heart failure,” said Piper’s mother, Ashton Pettit. “We
got transferred from
Jackson to Memphis, to
Le Bonheur. We were
there 115 days before
Piper got her new heart.
We were there maybe a
month after her getting
her new heart and then
we came home.”
However, the problems were far from over.
“We were home maybe a few months after
that, and she developed
cancer in her stomach
from the transplant. TURN TO POODLE, 2A
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Piper Livingston, 6, hugs her newfound friend, Sky, during a
Make-A-Wish Foundation reveal for the Vardaman girl. Livingston
was born with Tetralogy of Fallot, a disease that affects the blood
flow through the lungs and heart.

State economist refutes claims Mississippi can’t afford Medicaid expansion
By ADAM GANUCHEAU
Mississippi Today
The most common refrain of
prominent Mississippi elected
officials who have long rejected the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act
– that the state cannot afford
the costs of the program – was
refuted this week by the state’s
leading economic expert.
State Economist Corey Miller, a researcher employed by
the state’s public university
system, released a comprehensive report this week showing that expanding Medicaid
would effectively pay for itself
and the state would incur no
new expenditures.
Under the Affordable Care
Act, the federal government
would cover 90% of the health
care costs related to expansion, while Mississippi would
have to cover 10%. The economists found that the 10% state
match would be more than
covered by health care-related
savings to the state and new
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tax revenue generated.
Two of Mississippi’s most
prominent elected officials –
Gov. Tate Reeves and Speaker of the House Philip Gunn
– oppose Medicaid expansion, repeating that the state
cannot afford the costs. But
this week’s research directly
refutes their claim for Mississippi, one of just 12 states that
have not expanded Medicaid.
“Based on our estimates of
the costs and savings associated with Medicaid expansion,
Mississippi could enter Medicaid expansion in 2022 and
incur little to no additional expenditures for at least the first
decade of expansion,” Miller
and senior economist Sondra
Collins wrote in the report.
What’s at stake, the researchers found, is providing health
care coverage to between
228,000 and 233,000 Mississippians who are not currently insured. This estimate primarily
includes Mississippians who
politicians often refer to as the
“working poor” – people who
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In this file photo from mid-2020, nurses work inside the COVID-19 unit at the North
Mississippi Medical Center in Tupelo.
are employed but cannot afford health insurance.
Mississippi, if leaders chose
to expand Medicaid, would
have to foot a bill between $186
million and $207 million from
2022 to 2027, the researchers
found. But cost savings to the
state in several other areas –
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week, as there’s more incentive
than ever to expand Medicaid.
In addition to covering 90% of
the costs, the federal government would provide Mississippi an additional $600 million to expand Medicaid under
recent legislation passed by
Congress. Mississippi lawmakers would have virtually no
limitations on what they could
spend that money on.
In addition to the health
care benefits, the researchers
showed that expansion would
be an economic boon to the
state, creating almost 11,300
jobs a year between 2022 to
2027. A majority of these jobs
would be added in the health
care and social assistance sector.
Medicaid expansion would
also increase the state’s gross
domestic product (GDP) each
year between about $719 million and $783 million, and it
would increase the state’s general fund revenue by about $44

most significantly from reductions in uncompensated care
costs that the state’s hospitals
must currently cover – would
more than offset the costs to
the state in at least the first
10 years of expansion, the research found.
The report was released this TURN TO MEDICAID, 3A
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