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New Itawamba County
Jail is taking shape
By CAITLIN PARKER
Itawamba County Times
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Bubba Bentley and his wife Cindy, (pictured left) recently met their mail carrier Beverly Hood at the U.S. Post Office in Fulton to
thank her for going above the call of duty when she found Bentley injured.

TOUGH AS NAILS
And so goes the blessed life of Bubba Bentley
By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

In late September, 52-year-old
Vester “Bubba” Bentley took his first
steps in 99 days.
“He’s getting a whole lot better,”
his wife Cindy Bentley said. “He still
has health issues that affect his dayto-day life, but we are blessed.”
“Yes, he looks great compared to
the day I found him,” the Bentley’s
newfound friend and U.S. Mail Carrier Beverly Hood said.
On June 17, 2021, less than three
weeks after retiring, Bentley suffered
a severely broken leg when he misjudged the distance while stepping
off the back of his tractor.
“It was a tibial and fibula plateau
fracture,” his wife said. “The distance was farther than he thought
and basically his leg bent the wrong

“I had hugged every wheel
and bumper on my truck,”
he said. “I struggled to try
to follow that shade. The
next step was to try and get
under the truck.”
direction when he came down.”
The newlyweds of just over a year,
live on a somewhat isolated dirt road
in the Dorsey Community. Early in
their relationship, they agreed to call
one another periodically throughout the day, just to check-in.
“We keep in touch because of his
condition,” Cindy Bentley said. “I’m
always concerned that something
might happen...and it did.”
In November 1997, while working

for Clarksdale Public Utilities, Bentley was electrocuted. The “condition” his wife refers to, left him with
multiple injuries that would have resulted in a lesser man giving up, but
not Bubba Bentley.
“I was in a bucket truck working
as an apprentice lineman,” he said.
“I was working on a double threephase line and I raised the bucket at
the wrong time and the line touched
the right side of my neck. The electricity went through my neck and
came out my left hand.”
The 8,000 volts of electricity that
entered the right side of his neck,
shot down his arm and repeatedly
circled the watch he was wearing.
The damage was so severe, his left
arm had to be amputated clearly to
the shoulder.

FULTON • With the brick
facade in place and fences going up, the once
bare 9.58 acre plot of
land on Joe Staub Road
is finally taking shape in
the form of a new county
jail.
“So far, everything
is going according to
plan,” said Itawamba
County Board of Supervisors President Bill
Sheffield.
The new jail site will
have space to house 154
total inmates with a total
of four outdoor recreation areas, a fully functional kitchen and infirmary. The facility will
also house new Sheriff’s
Department offices and
a new 911 facility. The
main holding area of
the jail is built around a
central tower so that just
a few jailers can oversee
the entire inmate population. The structure is
designed to withstand
winds up to 200 miles
per hour.
“We’re getting close,”
Itawamba County Sheriff Chris Dickinson told
The Times in a text exchange, adding that
construction on the new
Sheriff’s offices would
begin soon.

In September 2019,
the board engaged in an
agreement with Three
Rivers Investment Company to build the jail and
lease it back to the county. According to Itawamba County Administrator
Gary Franks, the average
annual lease will be approximately $800,000 for
a period of 20 years.
The long anticipated
deal was finalized last
April between county
officials and Three Rivers Community Investment Corporation. The
groups secured financing through a certificate
of participation note for
$10,785,000
covering
construction cost, closing cost, and interim interest expense.
Notice to proceed with
the 21,750-square-foot,
140-bed jail was issued
to West Brothers Construction of Columbus
by Three Rivers on May
11, 2020.
Itawamba
County
Board of Supervisors approved purchases for the
new 911 facility located
at the jail site this past
October.
According to Itawamba County Emergency
Management Coordinator Patrick Homan, the

TURN TO JAIL, 14A
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Future tax notices will state property owners responsibility for garbage bills
By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

During their November 16 meeting,
the Itawamba County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to state exactly
who is responsible for delinquent garbage bills on future tax notices.
“The land or property owner should
know before he rents his property out
that he is responsible for the garbage bill
attached to it,” Board President Bill Sheffield said.
Itawamba County Tax Collector Debbie Johnson agreed with the board’s decision. Johnson said her office follows
protocol when it comes to denying car
tags to property owners who have an
outstanding garbage bill debt.

“We receive the list from Three Rivers
and if they are delinquent they cannot
purchase a tag,” Johnson told the board.
Amid the back and forth discussion
was the issue of rental properties and
homeowners who strive at great lengths
to purchase a tag in a family member’s
name or purchase a tag in a different
state to avoid paying the debt. Regardless, in the end, they agreed that printing
the law on the back of the tax notification
would be a step in the right direction.
County Attorney Bo Russell recommenced the following notification to all
property owners:
“Pursuant to MCAs 19-5-22, “Every
generator of garbage and the owner of
the real property occupied by the generator of garbage shall be jointly and

severally liable for the garbage fees. Said
fees shall be a lien upon the real property
where the garbage is generated.”
Stated simply, the fees for solid waste
(garbage) are the responsibility of the
generator of the garbage and against the
owner of the property. If the bill is unpaid, it then becomes a lien against the
property and the county tax collector
will withhold a vehicle tag until the bill
is paid.
Rental properties owners and individuals who have inherited property often
find themselves unaware of how the law
works and with garbage bill debt climbing from a few hundred dollars to a few
thousand dollars since the law went into
effect over two decades ago.
teresa.blake@djournal.com
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