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Infrastructure planned for Union County industrial park
JOSH MITCHELL
New Albany Gazette
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The Union County Board of
Supervisors recently took under
advisement bids to install infrastructure for the Martintown
NORTH Industrial Park.
The industrial park is located off of State Highway 30 West
across from the Walmart Distribution Center.
The plan is to install water,
sewer and natural gas infrastructure to serve industries that may
locate inside the industrial park,
said Terry Johnson, county administrator.
A road has also been built in the
industrial park, and it runs from
Highway 30 West to County Road
54. It is about three-quarters of a
mile long. The road was funded
with grants from the Tennessee
Valley Authority and the Appalachian Regional Commission.
The road provides access to
land that has been purchased by
the Union County Board of Supervisors, Johnson said.
Over the past several years,
Union County supervisors have
purchased 127 acres of land in
the area and have an option to
purchase another 75 acres, Johnson said.
The land is being developed as
the Martintown NORTH Industrial Park. A conceptual plan shows
the site could accommodate several large industrial buildings.
The industrial park will be in a
good location less than two miles
from Interstate 22, according to
Gary Chandler, director of indus-
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This road was built in the Martintown NORTH Industrial Park in Union County to serve future industries. Utilities, including water,
sewer and natural gas, are also planned for the area.
trial development with the Three
Rivers Planning and Development District.
The water, sewer and natural
gas infrastructure will be funded
with grant money from the Mississippi Development Authority
and the Delta Regional Authority,
said Johnson.
The county received a $250,000
MDA grant as well as another
MDA grant for $241,588 and a
Delta Regional Authority Grant

for $241,588.
“That’s the total grants we’ve
got on that project for the utilities,” Johnson said.
Installing the water, sewer and
natural gas utilities could make
the property attractive for an industry that may want to locate
here. The goal is to lure industry
and economic development, said
Johnson
Eubank Construction of Booneville had the lowest bids on the

water and sewer aspects of the
project. Eubank bid $386,425 on
the water portion of the project
and $185,465 on the sewer. AHS
Construction of Pontotoc had the
lowest bid on the gas portion of
the project at $89,141.
The bids have not been accepted and the contract has not been
awarded, Johnson added.
The county supervisors may
accept the bids at their next
meeting Aug. 3.

Union County resident appointed by governor to serve on flag commission
STAFF REPORTS
New Albany Gazette
A Union County resident has
been appointed by Gov. Tate
Reeves to serve on the Commission to Redesign the Mississippi
State Flag.
Betsey Hamilton, who currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Union County Heritage Museum, was appointed by
the governor to serve on the flag

commission.
Hamilton is a retired public
school teacher, real estate broker
and appraiser. She is a member of
the Commission on the Future of
Northeast Mississippi.
Hamilton
has
previously
served as a founding member
of the Board of Directors of the
Union County Historical Society
and the Tanglefoot Trail. She has
also been a trustee for the New
Albany Public School District and

a member of the Advisory Council for the New Albany Boys and
Girls Club.
The Commission to Redesign
the Mississippi State Flag has
nine members. The governor,
lieutenant governor and speaker of the House each appointed
three members.
The commission must make
its recommendation for the new
design of the Mississippi flag no
later than Sept. 14. There will be

an election Nov. 3 in which voters
will decide whether the flag design recommended by the commission is adopted as the new
state flag.
The Legislature recently passed
a bill to retire the former state
flag, which contained the controversial Confederate battle emblem.
The new flag design cannot
contain the Confederate battle
Turn to COMMISSION, 14A

Sales tax free weekend Friday, Saturday
JOSH MITCHELL
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The Mississippi sales tax holiday is this Friday and Saturday.
During the sales tax holiday,
sales taxes are not due on clothing, footwear or school supplies.
However, sales taxes are still
due on items that cost $100 or
more.
Downtown New Albany merchants said they are looking forward to the sales tax free weekend.
Denise Owen, owner of Two
Doors Down, said, “Normally we
have a really good turnout . . . I
think we will this time as well.”
Two Doors Down will have a
tent up outside the store during
the event. In addition to the break
on sales tax, Two Doors Down
will also have sales going on as
well.
“We’re expecting a good weekend,” said Owen. “We’re very optimistic.”
Tommy Sappington, owner of

Sappington’s, said he does not
know what to expect from the
sales tax free weekend. He noted
that there is a lot of uncertainty
caused by the coronavirus.
“I just try to expect nothing and
be pleasantly surprised,” Sappington said.
He said his store will probably
have some specials to go along
with the sales tax break.
Main Street Linen Company
owner Beverly Hall said she is
excited about the sales tax free
weekend.
“We’re expecting a great turnout,” said Hall.
She said she thinks people will
be excited to have a break on
sales taxes when they purchase
their back to school clothing. On
top of the sales tax break, there
are also other sales going on at
Main Street Linen Company, Hall
noted.
“It’s going to be double the
benefit this weekend,” she said.
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“We can get them ready for Main Street Linen Company owner Beverly Hall looks through merchandise at her
school.”
store. She is looking forward to the sales tax free weekend Friday and Saturday.
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