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School officials approve COVID-19 response plan
students, staff, and faculty are
to remain at home if experiencing symptoms of COVID-19.
Symptoms include, but are not
limited to, a fever above 100 degrees, chills, cough, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, headaches, recent loss of
taste or smell, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.
Parents will be notified if a
student, staff, or faculty member has tested positive for the
virus, with the notification being targeted to those who have

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

Itawamba County School
District (ICSD) officials have
approved a COVID-19 response
plan for schools across the
county. The guidelines address
protocol when a teacher, student, or staff member experiences symptoms of the novel
coronavirus or comes in close
contact with someone who has
tested positive.
According to the guidelines,

been potentially exposed. The
names of those who have tested
positive for the virus won’t be
released, however.
Individuals who test positive
for the virus will be required to
notify the school or a direct supervisor immediately and then
isolate at home for 14 days before being allowed to return to
school.
Individuals who have tested
positive for COVID-19 must be
symptom-free for 72 hours, including being fever free with-

out medication,
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before being perCheck out
mitted to return
the detailed
to school.
COVID-19
The guidelines
response
plan.
require anyone
who has come See page 9A
into close contact
– defined as being within 6 feet
from someone for 15 minutes
or more without a mask – with a
person who has tested positive
for COVID-19 to self-quarantine for 14 days. If that individual then develops symptoms of

COVID-19, he or she will be required to be tested for the virus.
If a symptomatic child is sent
home, they must self-quarantine for 14 days unless, after the time the child was sent
home, they receive a negative
COVID-19 test result or present
a doctor’s statement showing
the symptoms were unrelated
to COVID-19.
The plan also outlines how
and when schools will be
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‘It’s called passion’
Bill Burleson’s battle to rebuild Boguegaba Creek Bridge
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In this photograph published in the Feb. 21, 1990 edition of
The Itawamba County Times, former Fulton mayor Charlie McCarthy, left, and city clerk Betty Pearson show off a then-record-breaking sales tax check for $54,646.11. McCarthy, who
served two non-consecutive terms as mayor, died last week at
the age of 85.

Former Fulton mayor,
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Itawamba County resident Bill Burleson recently went before the Itawamba County Board of Supervisors to present multiple
reasons he believes the Boguegaba Creek Bridge on Shumpert Road should be replaced and the road remain open. Although
supervisors initially planned to shutter the bridge, the board agreed to table the matter until they had the opportunity to further
discuss it.

hen you’re viewing the creek bed from the bridge, you
are looking at a 32-million-year-old ancient sea that long
ago covered the region,” Bill Burleson told The Times.
“This area of Itawamba County is the beginning of the
prominent feature on geographical maps referred to as the Pontotoc Ridge.”

“W

Donning his signature cowboy
hat and puffing a Churchill cigar,
the 74-year-old Itawamba County
resident stood atop the Boguegaba
Creek Bridge on Shumpert Road and
discussed the importance of natural
assets like the creek and the importance of keeping roads and bridges
in working order that gives the public access to them.
“To the best of my knowledge,
there is no other public place that the
very base of this can be viewed with
such clarity,” he said.

Story
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The prolific former engineer holds
dual degrees in both Engineering
and Business Management. Since
his retirement, he landscapes and
mows lawns for a living. His former
passion was the hybridization of
daylilies and irises at his Culver Road
residence where he had over 4,000
plants.
Now his passion is rebuilding the
Boguegaba Creek Bridge.
Burleson recently took his battle
before the Itawamba County Board
of Supervisors, during a public hear-
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ing in which county officials were set
to formally and permanently close
the road that houses the bridge. Accompanied by his wife, Patsy, and
his son Natchez, Burleson told the
board of the naturalistic and historic
value of the area and gave a plethora
of other reasons to replace the bridge
and keep the road open.
“When you close the bridge, it increases emergency response time to
my house by 12 minutes,” he said in
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Former
Itawamba
County Chancery Clerk
and two-term Fulton mayor Charlie McCarthy died
last Thursday. He was 85
years old.
Funeral services were
held Saturday at the McNeece-Morris
Funeral
Home Chapel in Fulton
with Dr. Don Baggett offi-

ciating. Tom Childs delivered the eulogy. McCarthy
was buried in Itawamba
Memorial Gardens.
McCarthy was elected as
Itawamba County Chancery Clerk in 1975 and was
later appointed to serve as
Youth Court Judge.
McCarthy served as
mayor of Fulton from 1989
to 1993 and 1997 to 2001.
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Chatham votes against
$21M in tax exemptions
By ADAM ARMOUR
Itawamba County Times

Fulton aldermen, with
one exception, have approved granting local industries nearly $21-million
in tax exemptions.
In a split vote last week,
aldermen approved a series of tax breaks for five
Fulton industries. The
exemptions ranged from
$59,618 to $18.4 million.
The companies that re-

quested these exemptions included F.L. Crane
& Sons, Homan Wood
Products, Tri-State Lumber Company and Mueller
Copper Tube.
According to Fulton
City Clerk Ceburn Gray,
the exemptions included
purchases of machinery
and equipment, raw materials and various improvements. Prior to being
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