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Frozen

Monroe County shivers through back-to-back winter storms
BY RAY VAN DUSEN
Monroe Journal

Two winter storms that
swept through the country
last week left their impact
on Monroe County through
the hardest freeze the region
has witnessed in years. Winter Storm Uri brought snow
and ice in the early morning
hours of Feb. 15, and Winter
Storm Viola arrived two days
later with torrential rains and
another layer of snow.
According to data from
the National Weather Service-Memphis,
Monroe
County received two inches
of snow. Monroe County Airport Manager Wes Kirkpatrick said the lowest temperature recorded through the
airport’s records was 12 degrees, which was registered
at 12:35 a.m. Feb. 16.
Icy roads and highways
caused traffic problems for
several drivers and local law
enforcement agencies. Several businesses and local governments either closed early
or all together, with some city
crews remaining on standby.
Temperatures reached the
single digits in places across
North Mississippi, with some
wind chills dipping into the
negatives.
Garbage pickup, for example, was halted until road
conditions were safe enough
to resume service.
The U.S. Postal Service
even stopped mail service
Feb. 16 for several zip codes,
which included all of Monroe County’s Post Offices.
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The sun rises Feb. 17 ahead of the second winter storm to sweep through North Mississippi last week. The first system, which arrived Feb. 15, caused ice and storm,
which shut down several normal routines and operations throughout Monroe County for the week.
Services resumed the next
day but with varying hours
in several zip code areas, including those beginning with
388 and 397. However, Feb.
18, operations halted again
for zip codes, including those
beginning with 388.
“It was a day that really hit
us like it did most of the state.
We had to think of our customers’ and employees’ safety first, which is why we decided to close those offices,”

is the main time for North
Mississippi and the Midsouth to witness snow and
ice.
“One of the most damaging ice events for North Mississippi happened in February 1994. This was my first
freezing rain event that I can
remember. The only winter
storm events that I’ve been
ONE METEOROLOGIST’S
through were in January 2011
BREAKDOWN
Smithville meteorologist and February 2015. Those
Johnny Parker said February were both big snow produc-

said David Walton, regional
communications representative with the USPS.
While the Aberdeen and
Amory
school
districts
switched from in-class instruction to virtual learning,
the Monroe County and Nettleton school districts completely closed.

ers, much more so than ice,
so there’s not really a previous event I can compare it to.
Clearly, this was not as bad as
the 1994 ice event.
“The one thing that this
current system has had that
the 2011 and 2015 winter
systems did not have is the
prolonged big blast of cold
air. Yes, there was cold air
involved with both of those
events but not as widespread/prolonged as it was

with this event,” he said.
Parker added last week’s
weather events stretched
from Minnesota and the Dakotas to the Gulf Coast and
south Texas.
“Single digit to below zero
temperatures in Texas has
not happened since 1989,”
he said.
He began monitoring last
week’s weather system Feb.
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Supervisors approve to apply for grant for potential trail
BY RAY VAN DUSEN
Monroe Journal

ABERDEEN – An item
discussed a couple of times
in the 14 months – pursuing a grant for a potential bike and walking trail
near the Monroe County
Airport – was approved
during Feb. 19’s board of
supervisors meeting.
The board approved to
apply for the grant through
the Mississippi Wildlife and
Fisheries Recreational program, and the matter will

be revisited if the county is
approved for funding. The
working name is the Monroe County Recreational
Trail.
“We’ve got to figure
out an estimated cost, so
I’m going to reach out to
Oktibbeha County to ask
how much theirs was and
do a linear comparison,”
said county administrator Bob Prisock. “I think
it would be good for the
community. It wouldn’t
cost us much money and
it’s something some of the

citizens would enjoy.”
If approved for the 20
percent match grant, the
board will vote on moving
forward with the trail or
not.
The county owns 68
acres in the area, and a
question raised is if part
of the land may ever be of
interest for economic development.
“I think with that bottom portion of it, it would
be perfect for a trail and
still utilize the top if someone is interested in it. Who
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wouldn’t want to locate
their employees right next
to a bike and walking trail
right out back?,” asked
board president Joseph
Richardson.
District 2 Supervisor
B.R. Richey asked if the
grant would make the land
locked in with the trail, and
Prisock is going to do research stipulations if other
opportunities for the land
arise years later.
There is currently a
lease on an area of land
in the area, according to

Long-serving Amory alderman decides to not
seek re-election....9A

board discussion.
In other business, Monroe County Sheriff Kevin
Crook said he was approached by the Aberdeen
Police Department about
the potential of purchasing a 2016 Dodge Charger, which is no longer in
service since the Monroe
County Sheriff’s Office updated its fleet.
The APD is currently
down on its number vehicles, and Crook said
it would be June until
the department could

get new vehicles.
During the previous
meeting, supervisors approved to donate a 2012
Dodge Charger from the
MCSO to North Mississippi Law Enforcement Training Center, after board
attorney David Houston
researched statutes to confirm it was permissible.
District 3 Supervisor
Rubel West asked if the
Charger could be donated to the APD. Houston
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Loans $1,000-$15,000*

662-256-1054
1112 Hwy 278 E, Suite C, Amory
*All loan terms and applicable APRs depend on meeting our underwriting and income criteria for the loan size requested and may require collateral. Active duty military,
their spouse or dependents covered by the Military Lending Act (“MLA”) may not pledge a vehicle as collateral. Loan proceeds obtained from 1st Franklin Financial
cannot be used for post-secondary educational or vocational expenses; to purchase securities; for business purposes; gambling or illegal purposes. 1st Franklin Financial
Corporation, NMLS #141654, Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

