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Therapists in schools Walmart to stop sales
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asks no open carry
officials say
Josh Mitchell

Josh Mitchell

New Albany and Union
County School District officials
are thankful that therapists are
in all the schools to help students and families.
“With mental health cases
on the rise, it is important to have
these therapists in our school to
help reduce the stigma that is
sometimes associated with mental health,” a New Albany School
District statement said.
The therapists in the local
schools are provided by Tupelobased Lifecore Health Group.
“We’re very appreciative that
Lifecore supplies these therapists for us,” said Union County
School District Assistant Super-

After recent shootings at Walmart stores, including one that
occurred in Mississippi, Walmart
will stop selling handgun ammunition and make other changes
related to firearms.
Walmart will also stop selling
short-barrel rifle ammunition,
which, according to the company, can be used in large-capacity
clips.
“We know these decisions
will inconvenience some of our
customers, and we hope they
will understand,” Walmart CEO
Doug McMillon said in a letter to
associates.
Furthermore, Walmart is
asking customers to no longer See AMMO on 12A
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Despite the near-100-degree
heat this week, some people are
already thinking about the holiday season.
The New Albany Gazette
plans to again sponsor its Sharing at Christmas program,
which has provided food, including enough for a holiday
meal, and toys when appropriate
to needy Union County families
for nearly half a century.
Although contributions were
down some this past year, the
volunteers from the Gazette
staff hope to once again help
about 250 families.
Applications for Sharing at
Christmas boxes will be taken
Oct. 1-26 and the Gazette office will be open one Saturday,
Oct. 26, from 9 a.m. until noon
for those who may be unable to
come in during the week.
Boxes will contain some
food staple items that should
last for up to a month in addition to the items for a Christmas
meal and possibly toys.
Boxes will be delivered by
volunteers Friday, Dec. 20.
The Gazette accepts donations of money and new toys
for Sharing at Christmas and
is funded entirely by contributions. The Gazette absorbs
all administrative costs for the
program, which costs about
$15,000 each year.
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For years the Mississippi
Homemaker Volunteers and Union
County Extension Office have
helped start off the season with
their annual Holiday Street event.
This year they are doing it a
little differently.
“A Joyous Christmas” will be
held at the Ladies Building one
day only, Tuesday, Oct. 8, from 9
a.m. to 7 p.m.
Past holiday streets have been
for two days but organizers de-
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intendent Windy Faulkner.
The therapists build a lot of
relationships between the schools
and families, Faulkner added.
Having the therapists at
schools is also helpful because
parents do not have to take off
work for their children to see
a therapist somewhere else,
Faulkner noted.
“I think they help a lot of chilSee THERAPIST on 12A

openly carry firearms into stores
unless they are authorized law
enforcement.
“We believe the opportunity
for someone to misinterpret a situation, even in open carry states,
could lead to tragic results,” McMillon said.
Walmart is making these
changes in the wake of two
shootings that occurred at its
stores recently. One of the shootings occurred in El Paso, Texas
and resulted in 22 people being
killed.
A few days prior to that shooting, two Walmart associates were
killed by another employee at the
Southaven Walmart.
Nationally, there have been

Plans in works for welcome center
Josh Mitchell
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A new welcome center on the
Tanglefoot Trail in New Albany is
partially open.
The welcome center is located
next to the Union County Library.
Public bathrooms at the welcome center are now accessible.
But the rest of the welcome center
is still not open.
Plans are in the works to open
the rest of the welcome center, but
there is no target date on when the
rest of the facility may open, said
Billye Jean Stroud, director of
New Albany Main Street.
“It’s in the process of all being
pulled together . . .,” said Stroud.
Fortunately, the public restrooms at the welcome center are
already open, she said.
Stroud hopes the inside of the
Josh Mitchell/Gazette staff
welcome
center can feature an inA welcome center on the Tanglefoot Trail in New Albany is not fully opened, but plans are in the
works for the facility. The bathrooms at the facility are accessible, but rest of the welcome center
See WELCOME on 12A
remains closed. There is no target date on when the welcome center may fully open.

West Union develops positive culture
through Capturing Kids’ Hearts

See HOLIDAY on 12A
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In an effort to boost morale among students, the Union County School District and
West Union Attendance Center in particular
began implementing new strategies meet
students at their level.
Approximately 50 teachers and staff
members from around the school district attended a two-day training program known as
“Capturing Kids Hearts.” The program was
created and developed by the Flippen Group,
a consulting group based in College Station,
Texas for the purpose of building relationships between students and staff and helping develop skills to handle conflict when it
arises.
See HEARTS on 12A
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Social contract signing: Students in the 9th-12th graders came together Aug. 12 to
develop a social contract.
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We offer these insurance providers:
• Dairyland
• Progressive
• Foremost
• State Auto
• Safeway
• Safeco
• ASI
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