» TODAY IN HISTORY
Faced with the nearcertain prospect of
impeachment for his role
in the Watergate scandal,
U.S. President Richard
M. Nixon announced his
resignation on this day in
1974 and was succeeded
by Gerald Ford the
following day.
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Head Start students score behind pre-K peers
By JULIA JAMES
Mississippi Today
Four-year-olds enrolled in
state-funded pre-K through
Head Start did not perform
as well as their counterparts
enrolled through school districts last school year, which
state officials attributed to
more time spent in virtual
learning.
Early learning collaboratives (ELCs) are one form
of public pre-K, made up of
partnerships among school
districts, Head Start agencies, childcare centers, and
nonprofit groups. Collaboratives follow the same
curriculum and share professional development op-

portunities and resources,
with the goal of providing
all students enrolled with
the same quality of instruction.
Last month, the Mississippi Department of Education released the most
recent results from the
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment, which measures
public pre-K and kindergarten students on their early
literacy skills. It is used as
an instructional baseline for
teachers, and students who
meet their benchmark score
have been shown to become
proficient in reading by the
end of third grade. This
spring, 48% of students in
an ELC through Head Start

met the benchmark score,
while 71% of the other ELC
students did.
Edshundra Gary, the
Greenwood Leflore School
District’s early learning director, attributed this decline to a few weeks of lost
instructional time teaching
students who never attended daycare how to behave
in a classroom and how to
observe COVID safety protocols.
Students who participate
through Head Start, a federally-funded program that
ADAM ARMOUR I DAILY JOURNAL
promotes school readiness
in children from low-in- In this file photo from January 2018, students at Fulton Head Start build toolboxes as part of
come families, are shown in their day’s work. Four-year-olds enrolled in state-funded pre-K through Head Start did not perform as well as their counterparts enrolled through school districts last school year, which state
officials attributed to more time spent in virtual learning.
TURN TO HEAD START, 2A
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Retired pastor Terry Cutter holds up a copy of his new book, “Secrets of
Being a Happy Church Member.”

COURTESY

Members of Boy Scout Troop #39 rose to the challenge of hiking 57 miles through the Rocky Mountains during a trip last
month to Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico.

By J. LYNN WEST
New Albany Gazette

‘Because of them’

NEW ALBANY • Terry
Cutrer has looked out
at a lot of congregations
during his 44 years as pastor, serving six churches
sometimes they can be a
tough audience.
“Some folks have a lot
of joy,” he said, “but there
are some others who do
not.”
Cutrer has addressed
the less happy group with
a new book, “Secrets of
Being a Happy Church
Member.”
He is the retired pastor for Ingomar Baptist
Church but is serving as
interim pastor at East
Heights in Tupelo.
“I’ve been working on it
for 30 years,” he said. “Basically, I went back to biblical principles to be good
examples.”
The book is divided into
12 chapters and relatively
brief at 118 pages. Each
chapter is self-sufficient,
so browsing is easy.
“It’s geared for lay people,” he said. “It’s also designed to get sermons out
of but no problem for laymen to understand and lynn.west@journalinc.com

Philmont expedition helps
Aberdeen Scouts in different regards
By RAY VAN DUSEN
Monroe Journal
ABERDEEN • Through a 12day trek at Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico last
month, eight members of
Aberdeen-based Scouts BSA
Troop No. 39 and two accompanying adults experienced
57 miles of hiking through the
Rocky Mountains, hailstorms,
rattlesnakes, homesickness
and one broken leg.
Their bigger experiences,
though, hinged on uplifting
each other and depending on
one another in order to complete the most remarkable
feat of their lives.
“It was a mutual reliance
between each Scout. Everybody had a job to do every
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Retired pastor pens
book on how to be a
happy church member
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single day. Everybody had a
specific role to play; in fact,
jobs were assigned. It was all
or nothing, and that was an
important dynamic,” said Jurdan May, crew leader of the
trip. “I genuinely got close
with these guys, closer than I
am with a lot of people. It’s almost like a family now.”
The Scout-led expedition
also included Joseph Crandall, John Thomas Gilmore,
Ethan West, Thomas Oakes,
Braden Dilworth, Holden
Baggett and Kasey Coker.
Scoutmaster Matthew Gilmore and Rubel West went as
advisors.
They spent 10 days in the
backcountry and two days at
base camp. The scouts trained
at Blue Bluff leading up to the
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trip, but it was no comparison
to actually climbing mountains and being self-sufficient
while in New Mexico.
“It’s a mental hurdle, as well
as a physical hurdle,” May
said. “We climbed a mountain in both senses (physically
and mentally) every day, and
you just can’t train for that.
We trained for two reasons –
to become closer to one another and to try to get into
better shape, but nothing can
compare you for a mountain
mile.”
Scout members woke up between 4 and 4:30 every morning and were on the trail by
5:30. The highest elevation on
the hike was 12,441 feet, and
TURN TO SCOUTS, 2A
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would be good for small
group study.”
An example from the
book is on celebrations.
“Celebrations are extremely important in
scripture,” he said. A
little-known section of
Deuteronomy says if one
is too far away from a
house of worship to bring
one’s tithe (at that time
usually livestock), the
person should take what
he would bring, sell it and
use the money to have a
feast.
Cutrer cautions that
doesn’t mean stay home
from church and party,
but shows that celebration is an important part
of church fellowship.
Other topics include
finding one’s niche, evangelism, family life, stewardship, discipleship, quiet time, faith and grace.
The book is published
by WestBow Press, a division of Thomas Nelson and Zondervan, a
long-established publisher of Christian communications and bibles. It is
available through Amazon.
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