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NETTLETON – Nettleton leaders are work-
ing towards a plan to bring new life to Young 
Avenue, which acts as the town’s Main Street, 
by capitalizing on economic development. 
During its July 1 meeting, the board of alder-
men approved resolutions to apply for a small 
municipalities grant hosted by the Mississippi 
Development Authority and matching funds 
if awarded.
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Carly is an 
energetic 

and playful 
female tabby 

who came 
to the Aber-
deen Animal 
Shelter June 17. Her estimated 

birth date is March 17.

Moe came to the 
shelter June 18 at 
2 months old. His 
coat is really soft 
and fluffy. Plus, I’m 
a really friendly and 
calm puppy. I’m a 

male shepherd and lab mix. For more 
information, call 369-2188.
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ABERDEEN – You may have 
funds you didn’t know you were 
entitled to waiting to be claimed, 
and clicking on the county’s 
website is one way to find out.

During July 3’s board of su-
pervisors meeting, county ad-
ministrator Bob Priscock said he 
linked the state treasurer office’s 
unclaimed property report to 
the county’s website. The link 
is available on the homepage of 

www.monroems.com.
“Once you pull it up, you can 

search it pretty easily. It’s all in 
alphabetical order by name

Anyone whose name is listed 
can download the claim form 
from the county’s website too,” 
he said.

The state treasurer’s office ad-
ministers the Unclaimed Prop-
erty Act, which requires banks, 
business associations, retail 
stores, utility companies, in-
surance companies and credit 
unions to turn over any aban-

doned money, stocks, checks or 
cash to the office so it can try to 
locate the rightful owners.

Through 4,060 listings 
for Monroe County, there’s 
$1.257,547.37 worth of un-
claimed funds listed. District 3 
Supervisor Chip Chism asked 
Prisock in a previous meeting to 
include the list on the county’s 
website after making a connec-
tion at the Mississippi Associa-
tion of Supervisors convention 
in Biloxi.

The statewide list is avail-

able at www.treasurerlynnfitch.
ms.gov under the Unclaimed 
Property tab.

In other business, the board 
continued discussion regarding 
bridges. The Buttahatchie Riv-
er bridge on Bartahatchie Road 
reopened last week following 
repairs stemming from a federal 
bridge inspection last Novem-
ber. The bridge was closed last 
month due to the findings.

There has been no response 
from the Mississippi Office of 
State Aid Road Construction 

on the matter, according to the 
meeting’s discussion.

“It’s disregarding the people 
all together. Those folks in Bar-
tahatchie had to go all the way 
around. It’s aggravating,” said 
county road manager Sonny 
Clay.

“If there’d been an emergen-
cy, look at how far the ambu-
lance would’ve had to go out of 
the way,” Chism said.

In a separate matter, county 

County’s unclaimed property list exceeds $1.2M value 
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Fireworks explode over the Johnny “Hoss” Noe Sportsplex for the finale of Sparks in the Park. Smithville’s 12-hour 4th of July celebration included 
live entertainment, political speaking, vendors and watermelon eating and seed spitting competitions.

Hazel Owens, 4, of Amory watches bubbles light up as she shoots 
them out of a plastic gun at Smithville’s Sparks in the Park.

Marcedes Scott of Louisville, Kentucky, left, line dances to “The Git Up” be-
tween a fashion show and live performance at The Taste of Aberdeen Family Re-
union Friday.

A TASTE  
OF THE  

4TH
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AMORY – With rising summer-
time temperatures comes the in-
creasing number of children using 
Frisco Park’s interactive water foun-
tain. During its July 2 meeting, the 
board of aldermen discussed the 
need for increased safety with pe-
destrians in and out of the park.

Ward 3 Alderman Tony Poss start-
ed the conversation by inquiring 
about the placement of low-profile 
speed bumps to slow traffic in the 
area where pedestrians must cross 
traffic lanes near the fire station to 
use the public restrooms adjacent to 
the police station.

Amory Fire Chief Zack McGonag-
ill concurred with Poss’ concern.

“Traffic has picked up tremen-
dously since the splash pad was 
built,” he said.

According to city clerk Jamie Mor-
gan, the splash pad is attracting peo-
ple from beyond the local commu-
nity, and out-of-town drivers aren’t 
always aware of the traffic pattern 
around City Hall, which is count-
er-clockwise. She is studying the 
traffic situation with the police and 
fire department staffs to determine 
the most effective combination of 
traffic control using signs and bump 
stops.

“The small building next to the 
stage is a family bathroom,” she said 
after the meeting. “The sign may not 
be up yet, but it is available for pub-
lic use. We’re concerned about the 
safety of the public, especially chil-
dren, crossing traffic lanes to use the 
other bathrooms.”

Public works director Glen Smith 
agreed to have options ready to 
present at the next meeting.

In other business, aldermen ap-
proved to sponsor a table for a July 
11 luncheon in Tupelo for the Mud 
& Magnolias’ Influential Women 
Luncheon 2019. Amory Main Street 
Director Alyssa Benedict was named 
as one of 20 finalists for the award to 
be presented at the luncheon.

“It’s sort of a big deal. We approve 
ads for others that aren’t always 
from Amory, so I feel we need to take 
this opportunity to support our own 
Main Street director,” said Mayor 
Brad Blalock.

Benedict was surprised at the 
news of her nomination.

“It’s an honor. I was flattered,” she 
said.

Benedict is in her second year 
serving as director of Amory Main 
Street.

Amory aldermen 
discuss need for 
pedestrian safety 
near Frisco Park 

Nettleton applying for grant to help with downtown revitalization
A former barber 
shop is among the 
four vacant buildings 
alongside Young 
Avenue Nettleton 
city leaders would 
like to purchase and 
renovate as part of a 
downtown revital-
ization project. The 
board of aldermen 
approved to purchase 
a grant last week for 
the potential project.RAY VAN DUSEN/BUY AT PHOTOS.MONROECOUNTYJOURNAL.COMTURN TO ALDERMEN, 8A
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