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By ADAM ARMOUR
Itawamba County Times

Itawamba County law 
enforcement agents have 
charged a Marietta man 
with murder following a 
July 2 shooting death in the 
Kirkville community.

Jason Culver, 37, of 
1521 Dickerson Road, 
Marietta, was taken into 
custody Tuesday but not 
officially charged with the 
fatal shooting of Michael 
George of Kirkville until 
Wednesday morning.

Culver received his ini-
tial court appearance on 
July 3. Itawamba County 
Justice Court Judge Harold 
Holcomb set his bond at 
$500,000. As of late Mon-
day afternoon, Culver 

was still being held in the 
Itawamba County Jail.

According to Dickinson, 
Culver was charged after 
investigators spoke with 
two eyewitnesses of the 
shooting at 247 Fidgett 
Road. The shooting oc-
curred outside the house 
around 1:50 p.m. George 
was shot multiple times 
with a 9mm handgun.

Culver, whose name 
wasn’t initially released, 
claimed the shooting was 
in self defense. The sheriff 
said speaking to the two 
witnesses and further in-
vestigation of the scene of 
the shooting lead investi-
gators to believe otherwise.

adam.armour@journalinc.com  
Twitter: @admarmr 

One dead 
following 
Kirkville area 
shooting

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

It’s been more than 50 
years since Buster Davis 
stood courtside at Belmont 

High School, coaching the 
four gentlemen lounging 
in the living room of his 
Fulton home, last week.

James Wiggington, who 
made an 11-hour trek from 
Brookeville, Illinois, for this 
visit, said he was there to 
solve a mystery.

“The reason I came was 
to find out what Coach 
does to keep his memory 
so keen,” Wiggington said. 
“He can remember every 
game that was lost and 
whose fault it was.”

Davis and the former 
teammates got a chuckle 
out of that.

Wiggington stands tall, 

‘Laying down dreams to walk on’
Former players 

take time to 
reminisce  

with coach  
Buster Davis.
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Belmont High School former basketball teammates recently vis-
ited with their former coach, Buster Davis, of Fulton. Each agree 
his coaching style and character left a lasting impact on their 
lives. Pictured from left to right; Jerry Fancher, James Wiggington, 
Coach Buster Davis, Glenn Harrison and Jerry McAnally.

By ADAM ARMOUR
Itawamba County Times

Itawamba County lead-
ers have added more than 
a quarter of a million dol-
lars to the sheriff’s budget 
to help fund his depart-
ment through the end of 
the year.

Last week, the Itawam-

ba County Board of Su-
pervisors voted to amend 
the sheriff’s department’s 
budget by an addition-
al $260,000. The amount 
should carry the depart-
ment through the end of 
the year without needing 
further adjustment, bar-
ring any major unfore-
seen expenses.

Speaking of which, 
unforeseen expenses 
are the primary cause of 
the department’s exces-
sive spending. These in-
clude a 32-hour stand-
off in December and a 
multi-day capital mur-
der trial in May.

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

Northern District Pub-
lic Service Commission-
er Brandon Presley has 
launched an investigation 
into Northeast Itawam-
ba Water Association fol-
lowing a report of system 
overcapacity from the 
Mississippi Department of 
Health.

Presley’s office made the 
announcement early last 
week.

According to the dock-
et filed by Presley’s office 
with the statewide Public 
Service Commission (PSC), 
Northeast Itawamba Wa-
ter Association is serving 
roughly 1,500 customers 
via two systems – Ridge and 
Salem. The Salem System 
is now operating at 104% 
design capacity. Because 
of the system overload, the 
Mississippi Department of 
Health’s Bureau of Public 
Water Supply has placed a 
moratorium on the system, 
prohibiting the water dis-
trict from connecting new 
customers to it.

According to a report on 
an inspection of the local 

water district’s drinking 
water supply conducted 
by the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Health (MDH), 
“[n]o new customers shall 
be added and no new sub-
divisions or line extensions 
will be approved until the 
system has adequate ca-
pacity to serve them.”

The MDH inspection 
took place on June 6, 2018.

“This has been going on 
for eight years,” Presley told 
The Times. “It is my under-
standing that hundreds of 
thousands of dollars have 
been spent during that 
time on engineering plans 
and studies and no action 
has been taken to solve the 
problem.”

The public service 

Public Service 
Commission launches 
investigation into 
Northeast Itawamba 
Water Association
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Northern District Public Service 
Commissioner Brandon Presley

County leaders add $260,000 to sheriff’s budget

It’s been an 
expensive year 
for the local law 

enforcement 
department.
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Greetings from Itawamba

Stafford’s 
mural  

features 
vivid colors 

and gobs 
of detail for 
those who 
know and 

love the 
history of 
Itawamba 

County.

Local artist Kit Stafford adds detail 
to the lettering of a large mural she’s 
painted on the east wall of the Itawam-
ba County Development Council Offices 
in downtown Fulton, part of an exten-
sive series of renovations to the build-
ing. Stafford created the mural with the 
held of her daughter, Reid Caldwell. 
It features a salutation for visitors 
(“Greetings from Itawamba County”) 
and images evocative of the county. The 
mural is expected to be finished by the 
time this publishes.


