
Associated Family
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION

Let our Family serve your family.

109 Rankin Extd. • Tupelo, MS

662-260-5100
Call today for a brochure and information.

• Lower Affordable Cost

• Serving all North Mississippi regardless
of distance. Our average funeral with
metal casket ONLY $2,495

• We honor all insurance & pre-needs
with other funeral homes.

• Serving all races, faiths, ethnici-
ties with inclusive services.

• We offer before-need funerals,
burial and life insurance.

• Cremation services starting at
$995

 Thursday, April 8, 2021 

VOLUME 148 | ISSUE 8
BUSINESS » 5A CLASSIFIEDS » 12A   CROSSWORD » 8A     OPINION » 6A 
OBITUARIES » 4A SPORTS » 9A   TV GRID » 11A      WEATHER » 2A

» Visit djournal.com for more stories, photos and videos. Follow the Daily Journal 
on social media @djournalnow to see the latest news about Northeast Mississippi.

TUPELO, MS • 75 CENTS   ThUrSday, aPriL 8, 2021

a LOCaLLy OWNEd NEWSPaPEr dEdiCaTEd TO ThE SErViCE OF GOd aNd MaNKiNd.

6 105282 89922

» ‘CRIMES OF THE HEART’

TCT performs Beth Henley’s award-winning 
play at the Lyric Theatre.   Scene, 7A
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By WILLIAM MOORE

Daily Journal

SALTILLO •  Affidavit ballots 
trimmed Copey Grantham’s thin 
lead over two-term incumbent 
Rex Smith Wednesday afternoon, 
but they did not stop him from ef-
fectively winning Saltillo’s mayor-
al election.

With only six absentee ballots 
outstanding, Grantham’s 13 vote 
lead makes his victory mathemati-
cally certain as it currently stands.

Saltillo City Clerk Mary Parker 
has refused to call the election, 
however, on the advice of the Sec-
retary of State’s office.

“Because of the closeness of the 

race and the fact there are still 
outstanding ballots, the Secretary 
of State’s office said they would 
not call it,” Parker said.

She noted that someone could 
still contest the election or call for 
a recount.

When asked, Smith said he 
doesn’t plan to challenge the elec-
tion.

“I will not,” he said. “I trust the 
integrity of the system.”

Saltillo’s mayoral race was too 
close to call on election night. 
With the ballots counted Tuesday 
night, Grantham held a slim 483-
467 vote lead over Smith, with16 
affidavit ballots to be sorted. Only 

Grantham ready for role
The first-term alderman eked 
out a slim victory over two-term 
incumbent Rex Smith, Tuesday night

“We feel good about 
the numbers, and 
I am excited to get 
to work for the city 
of Saltillo. I want to 
be ready to start off 
strong as soon as I 
take office in June.”

Copey Grantham

Saltillo

By BLAKE ALSUP

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Tupelo Middle School Principal Mark 
Enis and Lawhon Elementary School second grade 
English Language Arts teacher Leslie Tally are among 
the finalists for Mississippi’s 2021 Administrator and 
Teacher of the Year awards, the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education announced on Wednesday.

The Mississippi Administrator of the 
Year program honors an administrator 
who demonstrates superior ability to 
inspire teachers, employs exemplary 
leadership practices and participates 
as an active member of the communi-
ty.

Enis, selected to represent Congres-
sional District 1, is among four final-
ists selected from across the state for 
the Mississippi Administrator of the Year program.

As an administrator, Enis believes “to first love the 
student, stimulate their minds, and in-
still within them a thirst for knowledge 
and lifelong learning.”

The Administrator of the Year recip-
ient will receive a $5,000 stipend and 
will share their expertise through vari-
ous presentations, professional devel-
opment and activities for the improve-
ment of education in the state.

Likewise, the Mississippi Teacher 
of the Year program recognizes exemplary teachers 
across the state.

Tally, selected to represent Congressional District 
1, is among four finalists selected from across the 
state for the Mississippi Teacher of the Year program.

As an educator, Tally said she believes “all chil-
dren deserve the opportunity to develop cognitive-
ly, socially, emotionally, and physically in a risk-free 
learning environment.”

The award recipient will be asked to share exper-
tise through various presentations, professional 
development and activities for the improvement of 
education. They will also receive a $5,000 stipend.

The winner of the Mississippi Teacher of the Year 
program will represent t in the state at the National 
Teacher of the Year competition. Statewide Admin-
istrator of the Year and Teacher of the Year winners 
will be announced during a virtual ceremony on 
Thursday, April 29, at 4 p.m.

blake.alsup@djournal.com

Tupelo principal, 
teacher among 
finalists for state’s 
top educator awards

By BLAKE ALSUP

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Michael Easley, known 
to students as Mr. Mike, is a custo-
dian at Joyner Elementary School. 
He is among 80 school custodians 
across the Tupelo Public School 
District and Lee County School 
District who were recognized by 
the Junior Auxiliary of Tupelo on 
Tuesday.

Easley, who has worked as a 
school custodian for three years, 
said there’s never a dull moment at 
Joyner.

“I work in a good environment, 
especially with the staff, from the 
office personnel down to the teach-
ers,” Easley said.

His favorite part of the job is in-
teracting with students. They’ll ask 

where he is if he’s absent from the 
lunchroom one morning – espe-
cially on Fridays when Easley pass-
es out suckers to every student in 
the school, a tradition he’s had for 
the past three years.

“I’ve gotten to know what color 
they like,” Easley said. “This one 
wants grape, this one wants straw-
berry. It’s fun.”

Kim Hodges, public relations 
chairperson for the Junior Auxilia-
ry of Tupelo, said the organization 
wanted to show custodians they’re 
seen and appreciated.

“They’re having to sanitize a 
whole lot more, things probably 
that they’ve never had to do before 
in their jobs,” Hodges said. “The 
kids are eating in the classrooms at 
lunch, which you know has got to 
create a huge mess. We just know 

that they’ve had a whole lot more 
on their plate.”

The effort to thank school custo-
dians by the Junior Auxiliary of Tu-
pelo is a part of JA Week which runs 
from April 4 through April 10.

Each custodian received a gift 
bag with a card reading “You guys 
are lifesavers!”, two rolls of Life Sav-
ers candy and a Sonic gift card.

“Instead of celebrating us, we 
wanted to celebrate people who 
may not have been celebrated as 
much this year but have had a huge 
impact on the ability for our kids to 
go to school,” Gwen Cordell, Pres-
ident of the Junior Auxiliary of Tu-
pelo, said of the choice to recognize 
custodians. “Most of our members 
have school-aged kids, so they’ve 

‘You guys are lifesavers’: Junior Auxiliary recognizes Tupelo, Lee County custodians
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Joyner Elementary School custodian Michael Easley, known to stu-
dents as Mr. Mike, receives a gift bag from Tupelo Junior Auxiliary 
member Kim Hodges, center, as the JA recognizes all school custo-
dians across the Tupelo Public School District and the Lee County 
School District to show appreciation for all their hard work during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Mark Enis

Leslie Tally

TURN TO SALTILLO, 2A

TURN TO CUSTODIANS, 2A

» SALTILLO MAYORAL PRIMARY
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Copey Grantham, right, grins after being announced as the winner of Saltillo’s mayoral primary, Wednesday. Grantham eked out a narrow 
victory over his Republican opponent, two-term incumbent Rex Smith, Tuesday night. The lead was so narrow, it couldn’t be called without 
first counting the affidavits.


