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By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON – Funeral ser-
vices for Deputy Jeremy Voyles 
of the Chickasaw County Sher-
iff’s Department were held on 
Friday, Aug. 30.

Deputy Voyles was an in-
vestigator for the Chickasaw 
County Sheriff’s Department. 
He was involved in a motor ve-
hicle crash while on duty Tues-
day, Aug. 27. While traveling 
with an agent for the Missis-
sippi Bureau of Narcotics, the 
vehicle overturned. The agent 

was transported by ambulance to 
North Mississippi Medical Center 
with non life-threatening inju-
ries. Voyles later died as a result 
of injuries he sustained during 
the crash.

The officer’s passing triggered 
an outpouring of love and sup-
port from the community for 
both the family and the Sheriff’s 
Department.

Funeral services took place at 
Parkway Baptist Church in Hous-
ton. Brother Randy Rinehart 
was the officiate and Memorial 

By Ruth Kendall
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

Dicks – Mr. Busby gives the date 
of June 30, 1892 when this post 
office opened. It closed Feb. 15, 
1900. A Miss Josie Morris was the 
only postmaster. I found a Josie 
Morris listed on the 1910 Census 
for “Egypt” precinct but that was 
all the information I was able to 
find as to its location.

Luster – The sparse informa-
tion on Luster is really a hoot as 
Mr. Busby states when Luster 
was closed, mail was sent to Syc-
amore. Did we ever figure out 
where Sycamore was? Anyway, 
Luster opened June 6, 1893, with 
William E. McKinnon as postmas-
ter. He had a job until Jan. 2, 1906, 
when the Sycamore post office 
gained more customers. I found 
that Mr. McKinnon lived near the 
Neals precinct and east of the Nat-
chez Trace. His obit stated he was 
buried in the ‘McKinnon’ grave-
yard but according to online info, 
he is the only one buried there. I 
wonder if his grave is lost some-
where in the Tombigbee Nation-
al Forrest. Oh, and I thought this 
was a bit interesting. He had a son 
who was named William Luster 
McKinnon who was born around 
1890. Did he have the privilege of 
naming the post office?

Lundy – A mister Lundy Gunn 
was the only postmaster here and 
looks like he named this one. It 
was established March 5, 1894, 
closed Nov. 14, 1896, when the 
mail was sent to Trebloc.

Trebloc – The post office 

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON – Houston Lower 
Elementary School was treated 
to a surprise on Tuesday. This 
surprise came in the form of 
school supplies.

The Salvation Army hosted 
the “Stuff the Bus” drive. It was 
a national campaign where-
in people who were shopping 
at sponsoring locations were 
asked to donate supplies. These 
supplies – including backpacks 
– were then taken by the Salva-
tion Army and distributed.

Lower Elementary officials 
were thrilled with the dona-
tions.

“We are honored to have 
valuable stakeholders in our 
community who believe in the 
importance of education,” said 
Katonya Gathings, principal 
of Houston Lower Elementary 
School. “We would also like to 
welcome Ms. Miranda to our 
community and we look for-
ward to future work with the 
Salvation Army.”

The Salvation Army repre-
sentatives included Miranda 
Mansell, the Service Center Di-

rector for the Oxford, Pontotoc 
and Houston areas, and Steph-
anie Garcia, from the local of-
fice in Houston. Salvation Army 
officials were happy to be able 
to offer these donations.

“The Salvation Army focus-
es on providing communities 
with necessary resources and 
is grateful for the partnership 
with area residents that makes 
it possible to provide things 
like school supplies to our local 
youth,” said Mansell.

Houston Lower Elementary 
School started school Thurs-
day, Aug. 8.

By Hank Wiesner
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

OKOLONA --The city of 
Okolona’s new fire truck dis-
played Monday, Aug. 26, is 
expected to help save three 
things important to all resi-
dents of the Okolona Fire Dis-
trict: Their lives, property, and 
eventually, the money home-
owners pay for fire insurance, 
city officials said this week.

The new four-door Interna-
tional pumper truck is a clas-
sic example of state residents 
helping each other, Fire Chief 

Terry Tucker said. “The truck 
was built by Deep South Fire 
Trucks in Seminary, Mississip-
pi, so you can say it was built by 
Mississippians, in Mississippi, 
for use by Mississippians.”

Added Mayor Sherman Ca-
routhers: “It’s a great asset for 
the city of Okolona, and the 
citizens for whom we serve. It 
will help improve their quality 
of life, and eventually lower the 
cost of fire insurance.”

Getting the truck was the cul-
mination of eight years of effort 
pursued through two adminis-
trations, seeking grants and/or 

low interest loans, and lining up 
city finances to pay for it.

The project took on added ur-
gency when the city learned it 
would have to buy another en-
gine if it hoped to be able to help 
homeowners lower their fire in-
surance rates.

The truck’s base cost of 
$253,000 swelled to $319,000 af-
ter all necessary equipment was 
installed. The truck can pour 
water on a fire at a rate of 1,250 
gallons per minute.

The truck was paid for by a 
CAP loan for a 10 year term from 
The Mississippi Development 

Authority (MDA). The Capital 
Improvements Revolving (CAP) 
Loan Program provides loans 
to municipalities and counties 
for the improvement of public 
facilities and infrastructure to 
assist with business locations 
and expansions with communi-
ty-based projects.

Loans made under the Cap-
ital Improvements Revolving 
Loan Program may be made for 
a maximum of 20 years. The an-
nual interest rate on these loans 
is 3 percent for taxable activities 

Dakota, age 3 and Chayton, age 
7, Tucker. They stopped by our 
office to wish us a good morning 
and check the place out. They 
also really love the beach!

Second Chance  
gathers Thursday
n Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate Recovery 
meets twice weekly
n Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at Faith Outreach Church, 272 
McDonald St., Okolona. Contact 
Danny at 662-610-5578 for 
more information.

Floy Dyer Family  
Council meets
n Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call Floy 
Dyer at 456-1101.

Compassionate  
Friends meets
n The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones  
meets Tuesday
n Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction or 
recovery; depression or anxiety; 
or recently released from pris-
on, meets Tuesdays at 5 p.m. at 
LifeSpring Ministries of Monroe 
County. Call 257-9043.

Houlka Hope  
meets Tuesday
n Houlka Hope meets every 
Tuesday from 7 – 8 p.m. at His 
Grace Ministries in downtown 
Houlka. The NA meeting is open 
to all. Call Donald at 662-542-
4865 for details.

Missing pet
n Missing a pet? Please 
check the city pound at (662) 
456-2328, or the Chickasaw 
Houston Animal Shelter and 
Education at (662) 542-7420.

Fallen Chickasaw County deputy laid to rest in Friday service

Deputy Voyles was escorted to Memorial Gardens by various law enforcement officers.

Supply surprise!
The Salvation Army brought the supplies to the Lower Elementary. Pictured front from left: Stephanie Garcia, Katonya 
Gathings and Miranda Mansell. In rear, School Resource Officer Kevin Moore.
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New Okolona fire truck will save lives, 
property, cut homeowners’ insurance bills
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