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Christmas sales at local busi-
nesses are strong despite the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
several local merchants reported.

Keri Stout, owner of Runway 
Boutique, said sales at her busi-
ness have been “really good” 
and that her store has been “very 
busy.”

Runway Boutique has been 
selling a lot of initial necklaces, 
handbags, loungewear and oth-
er clothes. The business, which 
has been open for 10 years, sells 
“pretty much everything a wom-
an would need,” Stout added.

She was initially concerned 
that Covid-19 could have hurt 
sales, but she feels as though peo-
ple have stepped up to support 
local businesses and that the year 
will end on a high note.

“I think it’s going to be as good 
as it’s ever been,” Stout said. 
“People are shopping. They’re 
ready to get out and ready to find 
some normalcy during the holi-
days I think.”

She said people come from 
places such as Memphis and Tu-
pelo to shop the variety of stores 
that New Albany offers.

Likewise, Tabatha Coker, 

Montana Purvis has been 
named the Union County School 
District’s teacher of the year.

Purvis, who teaches first grade 
at Ingomar Attendance Center, 
said she was “surprised” to re-
ceive the honor and is proud to 
represent the school and the dis-
trict.

Purvis has been a teacher for 
seven years, and this is her fourth 
year at Ingomar. Prior to that, she 
taught at Joyner Elementary in 
Tupelo.

She received her bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education 
from Mississippi State University 
and is currently getting her mas-
ter’s degree through Mississippi 
College in dyslexia therapy.

Purvis, who grew up in Tupelo, 
noted that her younger brother 
was diagnosed with dyslexia, and 

she has always 
had an interest in 
the way his brain 
works.

A big part of first 
grade is teaching 
children how to 
read, said Pur-
vis, who has seen 
signs of dyslexia in 

some of her students. She want-
ed to know more about dyslexia 
so she could help those children 
learn how to read.

In fact, Purvis said she felt 
“called” to get her master’s in 
dyslexia therapy to help children 
become better readers. Purvis 
currently provides therapy for 
several dyslexic students before 
and after school.

The most rewarding part about 
being a teacher is when the chil-
dren have those “aha” moments 
and everything clicks, she said. 
She loves to see the students gain 

the confidence to do something 
on their own.

Purvis loves going to work ev-
ery day and making a difference. 
When she leaves school every 
day, she knows she has impacted 
the life of at least one child.

Purvis grew up in a family 
of teachers. One of her grand-
mothers was a teacher in Tupelo, 
and her aunt was also a teacher. 
Her other grandmother owned 
a daycare. Purvis, who was the 
oldest of five children, has been 
around kids her whole life.

“It’s just a part of me,” said Pur-
vis, who also had teachers who 
told her she would make a great 
teacher.

Purvis said classroom manage-
ment is very important to her. 
She tries to keep everything very 
structured with the same routine. 
When the students know what’s 
coming, they are able to learn 
without having to worry about 

what’s next, she added.
Purvis tries to make learning 

enjoyable for the students by us-
ing hands-on activities and tech-
nology. She also likes to incorpo-
rate art into her lessons.

Teachers must be structured, 
be able to handle change and not 
be scared to try new things, she 
said. A teacher should also be a 
good communicator with chil-
dren, co-workers, parents and 
administration, she added.

Purvis loves teaching at Ingo-
mar, saying it is a small commu-
nity where she can get to know 
the children’s parents. She said 
she strives to do her best and 
make an impact and hopes her 
students remember her as a good 
teacher.

She is married to Matt Purvis, 
who works at BNA Bank. Their 
first child, a boy named Jasper, is 
due in April.

Will Tucker is seeking re-elec-
tion to the New Albany Board of 
Aldermen.

Tucker, who is a Ward 4 alder-
man, is running as a Republican.

Tucker’s first term was two and 
a half years, and he is currently in 
his second full term. He has been 
on the board of aldermen for 
about 10 and a half years.

“I enjoy serving on the board,” 
said Tucker. “I enjoy being a voice 

for the people and 
just doing my civic 
duty.”

Tucker is the 
owner and oper-
ator of the Wind-
shield Doctor in 
New Albany.

In terms of ac-
complishments 

during his time on the board, 
Tucker said, “We’ve done a lot.”

He noted that the tennis and 
soccer complex came about 

during his time in office, and the 
Tanglefoot Trail bridge over Main 
Street was also constructed.

“I’m pretty proud of that,” 
Tucker said.

The city has “a lot going on” 
right now with several projects in 
the works, he said. Tucker point-
ed out that the former Fred’s 
building has been acquired and 
will be the future home of the po-
lice department and New Albany 
Light, Gas and Water.

A new wastewater treatment 

plant is also being constructed, 
and a new electric substation is 
also planned, Tucker said.

“I want to see the current proj-
ects come to fruition,” Tucker 
said.

Moreover, he said he would 
also like to see more courts added 
to tennis complex and wants to 
complete the soccer facility. Add-
ing more baseball fields is also 
one of his goals.

The city streets require con-
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Keri Stout, owner of Runway Boutique, looks through merchandise at her downtown New Albany business.
Turn to MERCHANTS, 8A

Turn to TUCKER, 8A

Recent Sharing at 

Christmas donations


