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“I can’t do the court-
room chant like John did. I 
don’t think anybody can,” 
Sheriff Chris Dickinson 
told the crowd gathered 
in the Itawamba County 
Courthouse. “He did his 
job with a sense of duty 
and understood what his 
job was with the people. 
He can’t be replaced. We’ll 
just have to do the best we 
can.”

An honorable man, a 
man of character, and 
a man of service...those 
were just a few of the 
words recently used to 
describe John Collins 
who served as bailiff for 
12 years in the Itawamba 
County Courthouse.

On January 1, Col-
lins died after suffering 
a heart attack while bat-
tling COVID-19. He was 
75-years-old.

Dickinson said his leg-
acy was a life-long career 
in public service and of 
doing things the right way, 
right down his chanting of, 
“All rise. Oyez. Oyez.”

“When someone like 
John Collins shows up in 
your office, you listen,” 
Dickinson said. “He’s the 
kind of man you want, 
with integrity and charac-
ter.”

Collins graduated from 
Mississippi State Univer-
sity with a degree in bio-
logical sciences. He retired 
from a distinguished ca-
reer as a special agent with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Services and worked with 
the Mississippi Game and 
Fish, where he retired 
as Chief of Law Enforce-
ment. He also served in 
the Army.

Collins and his wife, 
Linda, moved to Itawam-
ba County 15 years ago. A 
few years later, he stepped 
into the bailiff position, 
keeping law and order in 
the county’s courts.

On April 23, Collins’s 
family and friends gath-
ered in the courtroom 
where he spent many of 
his days. County officials, 
law enforcement, attor-
neys, and judges were 
among the speakers and 
guests in attendance for 
the dedication of a plaque 

All rise for the honorable John Collins
County officials honor late bailiff for his courtroom service
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Itawamba County officials recently dedicated a plaque in honor of Bailiff John Collins service. 
Collins died after suffering a heart attack while battling COVID-19.
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As of Monday, April 26, 
Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health (MSDH) 
reports that Itawamba 
County is closing in on 
3,000 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19.

Itawamba County 
currently has 2,983 con-
firmed cases and 77 con-
firmed deaths due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Statewide, Misssissip-
pi has reported 310,987 
conformed cases and 
7,178 confirmed deaths.

Vaccine appointments 
are open and available 

statewide. There have 
been 1,646,337 total dos-
es administered across 
the state with 752,538 in-
dividuals officially fully 
vaccinated.

Itawamba County is 
reporting 20 percent of 
its population as fully 
vaccinated having re-
ceived 9,848 total doses.

There are four vaccine 
locations in Itawamba 
County: Family Phar-
macy in Fulton, Fulton 
Medical Clinic, Man-
tachie Rural Health 
Clinic and Hometown 
Care Clinic of Man-
tachie.

CDC recommends 
resuming Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine
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Itawamba County Sher-
iff’s Department Chief In-
vestigator Jason Dickinson 
has confirmed the arrest 
of one person on burglary 
charges.

According to a press re-
lease, on April 17, Itawam-
ba 911 received a call con-
cerning a burglary at 718 
Old Carolina Road in the 
New Chapel Communi-
ty. A white Chevy truck 

had been seen leaving the 
area. During the ongoing 
investigation, a fire was 
reported at the same resi-
dence on April 19. Both the 
home and a vehicle near 
the home were destroyed 
according to Dickinson.

At the time the house 
fire was being investigat-
ed, Jerry Daniel Dillard, 
34, of Nettleton, attempt-
ed to steal copper wire 
from the destroyed home. 

Burglary suspect 
arrested 
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As COVID numbers begin to de-
cline and people begin to settle back 
into life as it was pre-pandemic, 
a new problem has emerged that 
most didn’t see coming.

Businesses across the nation are 
struggling to find employees. After 
navigating closings, quarantines, 
and then pivoting to curbside and 
online only sales plans, businesses 
are now closing their doors because 
they can’t find anyone willing to 
man the register.

According to the most recent 
monthly Labor Market Data pub-
lished by the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Employment Security, 
while the seasonally adjusted num-
ber of nonfarm jobs in Mississippi 

increased by 3,400 over the month, 
numbers were still down by 33,800 
over the year. Seasonally adjusted 
data takes into account seasonal in-
fluences such as holidays, weather 
influences, and the start and end of 
the school year.

Mississippi’s not seasonally ad-
justed nonfarm employment num-
bers saw an increase of 5,500 from 
February, but are still down 34,100 
from this time last year.

With most of the population now 
eligible for vaccination, employers 
have hit the ground running to make 
plans for their transition back to full 
power. Which means that many 
jobs that were put on hold during 
the height of the pandemic are once 
again positions that need to be filled. 
In many cases, employers are having 
to create new positions to meet the 

sudden demand of customers who 
are wasting no time getting back into 
stores and restaurants now that oc-
cupancy and mask restrictions have 
been lifted.

“We’ve managed to retain about 
80% of the original crew that we 
started with in 2019,” Jason Bea-
chum, owner/operator of local hot 
spot Guy’s Place on the Water told 
the Times. “We’re hiring for new 
positions because our staff is getting 
stretched thin now that people are 
getting back out.”

Beachum explained what he be-
lieves has been the key to keeping 
turnover to a minimum.

“We pay well,” Beachum said. 
“Our servers get paid over minimum 
wage plus they keep 100 percent of 

TURN TO COLLINS, 9A

TURN TO VACCINE, 9A

TURN TO BURGLARY, 9A
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Burger King on South Adams Street advertising for employees starting at $8.75/ hour.

NOW 

HIRING!

TURN TO HIRING, 9A


