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Newsbriefs

Second Chance
gathers Thursday

• Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets
• Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at Faith Outreach Church, 272 
McDonald St., Okolona. Contact 
Danny at 662-610-5578 for 
more information.

Floy Dyer Family

• Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call Floy 
Dyer at 456-1101.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support group 
for women in addiction or 
recovery; depression or anxiety; 
or recently released from pris-
on, meets Tuesdays at 5 p.m. at 
LifeSpring Ministries of Monroe 
County. Call 257-9043.

Fall Flywheel Canceled

• The Fall Flywheel Festival, 
which was slated for Septem-
ber, has been canceled due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Mayor Stacey Parker confirmed 
on Monday that the festival had 
been officially canceled. This 
follows the Vardaman Sweet 
Potato Festival, which was 
canceled two weeks ago.

Houston, Houlka schools to continue 

A/B schedule through 1st 9 weeks
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

CHICKASAW • The Houston 
and Chickasaw (Houlka) School 
Districts have opted to contin-
ue with an A/B day schedule for 
the remainder of the first nine 
weeks.

Late last month, the districts 
sent out a survey via social me-
dia asking parents’ opinions 

about the schedule, and wheth-
er or not to continue it.

According to Superintendent 
Tony Cook, the response was 
overwhelmingly in favor of re-
maining on the current sched-
ule.

On the current A/B day sched-
ule, students are divided by day, 
some being A students who go 
to in-person classes on one day, 
and B day students go to in-per-

son on the next day, and they al-
ternate as such.

This allows the schools to lim-
it the amount of students in the 
halls and classrooms while also 
still getting that in-person time 
that is necessary for develop-
ment.

However, this is not without 
its problems. According to Cook 
during a special called school 
board meeting last Monday, he 

said that this is good for upper 
level students, however, with the 
lower level elementary students, 
it is depriving them of necessary 
development that could hinder 
them for years to come.

“The A/B days, the only thing 
that bothers me about it is Pre-K, 
Kindergarten, first and second,” 
he said. “Those kids need face-
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Chickasaw Journal 
temporarily 

suspends free 
papers to Houlka, 

Mantee, continuing 
requestor drive

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • Due to the re-
cent financial struggles 
faced by many because of 
the COVID-19 outbreak, the 
Chickasaw Journal has sus-
pended free papers for Houl-
ka and Mantee.

There have been many calls 
about this, and to clarify, this 
is completely unrelated to the 
current requestor drive that is 
currently going on.

Instead, there has been a 
drop in advertising revenue 
to the extent that there is not 
enough money to print those 
papers for free distribution. 
This is only temporary, and 
papers are expected to resume 
in these areas soon, however, 
there is no set timetable as to 
when.

The requestors which are 
currently being collected by 
the Chickasaw Journal are still 
being collected.

The forms that are received 
will not immediately begin to 
receive a free paper. The paper 
has to collect 4,500 requestors, 

Houston youngster escaped serious injury 
after fallen tree limb destroyed car he was in

By Hank Wiesner
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

HOUSTON • They say there’s 
never a miracle around when 
you need one.

Tanasity Murry would dis-
agree with that.

She offers as proof her son, 
Ashton, 2.

The youngster sustained rel-
atively minor injuries after a 
large tree limb fell on Tanasity’s 
mother’s parked car, destroying 
the vehicle while Ashton was in 
it, during a storm one night last 
month.

Ashton sustained a laceration 
just above his knee, but it’s heal-
ing and he’s back to normal to-
day, his mom said this week.

Houston Fire Chief Jonathan 
Blankenship, who was among 
first responders dispatched to 
the scene, agreed the situation 
could have turned out far worse.

“We were dispatched to the 

scene about 9:06 p.m. Tuesday 
August 11, after a storm came 
through and a huge limb -- as 
big as a lot of trees -- had fallen 
across the rear of the car. The 
limb also pulled down a power 
line. The youngster had been 
removed from the vehicle by the 
time we arrived,” he said.

The downed power line ham-
pered rescuers, the fire chief 
said. “It took us a little time to 
find a safe way in and out of the 
scene because we didn’t know if 
the line was live or not.

“Family members told us the 
child had been sitting on a car 
seat in the rear passenger side 
when the limb fell. There sure 
wasn’t much room between 
where the tree hit and where he 
was.

“We got him bandaged up and 
called an ambulance, and he 
was transported for treatment. 
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Houston School District Alternative Teacher Jennifer Pratt was selected to serve on 
the Mississippi Teachers Advisory Council.

Pratt selected to MS Teacher Council
By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • The Mississip-
pi Department of Education 
(MDE) recently announced over 
100 new professionals from 
across the state to the Missis-
sippi Teacher Advisory Coun-
cil (MTAC). Among them was 
Houston Alternative School 
Teacher Jennifer Pratt.

Pratt, who is entering her 30th 
year of teaching in the Houston 
School District, was elated at the 
honor.

“I feel really humble and hon-
ored to be selected to be a part 
of the Mississippi Teacher Ad-
visory Council for our State Su-
perintendent of Education, Dr. 
Carey Wright.”

This is the latest in a string of 
honors that have been bestowed 
upon Pratt. In 2018, she received 
a national teacher award.

Pratt graduated with a Bach-
elor’s of Science from Jackson 
State University. From there, 
she would go on to acquire a 
Masters Degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction as well as a sec-
ond Masters and endorsement 
licensure in Educational Lead-
ership.

She currently holds include 
Board of Directors, Creden-
tials Chairperson and NEA-RA 
Elections Committee with the 
Mississippi Association of Edu-
cators, as well as the local presi-
dent of the Houston Association 
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