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Monroe County towns will 
host their annual Christmas pa-
rades next week, giving attendees 
opportunities to hear marching 
bands, see organizations’ creativ-
ity through floats and even lay 
eyes on Santa Claus himself.

Amory will kick off the festivi-
ties Dec. 2 at 6:30 p.m. Lineup be-
gins at 5:30 p.m. behind Country 
Boy’s Hamburgers, and the route 
will stretch south on Main Street.

Aberdeen’s parade is Dec. 3 
at 6:30 p.m. Lineup begins at 
5:30 p.m. in front of the Post Of-
fice, and the parade will contin-
ue through downtown on Com-
merce Street.

The Monroe County Chamber 
of Commerce sponsors both the 
Amory and Aberdeen Christmas 
parades.

“We’ll have Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, characters from ‘Frozen,’ 
the pink Power Ranger and Iron 
Man. If you come a little early, you 
can have your picture taken with 

them,” said Kim Schafer, Monroe 
County Chamber of Commerce 
resource director.

This year is the first time a stu-
dent art contest has been affiliated 
with the parades. Hamilton Ele-
mentary School fifth-grader Alina 
Pugh placed first, and her artwork 
was used for the commemorative 
T-shirt, which is available for sale 
on the chamber’s website. Pro-
ceeds benefit the chamber’s In-
dustry Insider WAE program.
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ABERDEEN – A couple who 
is visible and vocal for bettering 
Aberdeen was named as Junior 
Women’s League’s first citizens 
of the year. Through the hon-
or, Linda and Frank Record, 
who have spearheaded efforts 
such as cancer awareness and 
citywide cleanups, will be the 
grand marshals for Dec. 3’s 
Christmas parade.

“We were at the Christmas 
Open House, and Junior Wom-

en’s League had a table set up, 
and [president] Jessica [Gray] 
was explaining everything. 
After we started talking, she 
said, ‘Oh, you’re the Records,’ 
and she said, ‘I need to tell you 
something,’” Linda said of first 
hearing about being selected. 
“It was something neither of us 
sought out to do. It was a total 
shock that’s still sinking in.”

Nominations were received 
earlier this fall, and the Records 
received the most nomina-
tions.

“We were going to choose 

a man and a woman, and it’s 
awesome they’re a couple,” 
said JWL Publicity Chair Ju-
lia Moore. “We hope to make 
this an annual award. I’d like 
to encourage more people in 
the community to do positive 
things, not for the award but for 
making the community better.”

Topics considered for the 
award included examples of 
volunteerism, what sets the 
nominees apart and how nom-
inees benefited and are models 
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AMORY – Amory claimed its place on the Missis-
sippi Blues Trail Nov. 23 with the unveiling of a his-
torical marker commemorating local contributions 
to the genre. The marker is entitled, Amory, Missis-
sippi: Blues from a Railroad Town, and it honors 
musicians Lucille Bogan, Frank Swan, James Whit-
field, Roger and Dudley McKinney, the Top Hats, Al 
Rachel, Michael Freeman and Tony Hooper.

“It’s even blue. Amory is now on the itinerary of 
Mississippi’s most popular tourist attraction,” said 
Mayor Brad Blalock.

The back of the marker drew extended attention 
as people stepped up to read anecdotes of Amory’s 
blues history and view historic photos.

Rachel, who sang with the Top Hats, was excited to 

I’m Ellen, a female white, 
black and orange tabby who 

has been at the Aberdeen 
Animal Shelter since May 

17. I came in at 6 weeks old 
and am looking for a loving 
home. I’m a really calm and 

loving cat. For more informa-
tion, call 369-2188.

Christmas parades ringing in the holiday season 
Fire trucks 
make their 
way down 
Nettle-
ton Main 
Street for 
last year’s 
Christmas 
parade. Aber-
deen, Amory, 
Nettleton 
and Smith-
ville will host 
parades this 
week.

Members of Aberdeen’s Men of 
Vision serve plates for the 2nd Annu-
al Feed the City, hosted Nov. 23 with 
Mothers of Vision. The early Thanksgiving 
meal is one of the ways MOV gives back 
to the community.

Feed the City Amory finds its mark on 
Mississippi Blues Trail 
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Amory Mayor Brad Blalock, left, was joined by Mis-
sissippi’s Miss Hospitality Kasey Pearson, property owner Carla 
Glasgow and Amory Main Street Director Alyssa Benedict for 
the unveiling of a Mississippi Blues Trail marker Nov. 23.

Records named as Junior Women’s League’s inaugural citizens of the year 
Frank and and 
Linda Record 
have given back to 
Aberdeen through 
efforts such as 
litter pickup, cancer 
awareness and 
crafting burden 
bears for those 
going through hard 
times. The Junior 
Women’s League 
named them as the 
group’s first Citi-
zens of the Year for 
their contributions.RAY VAN DUSEN/BUY AT PHOTOS.MONROECOUNTYJOURNAL.COMTURN TO RECORDS, 8A
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