» TODAY IN HISTORY
In 1971, the intercity passenger rail service Amtrak went into operation.
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Jack Reed Jr., claps his hands in celebration after his sister, Camille Reed Sloan, cuts the ribbon for the Shoppers and Reed’s employee’s gather inside the new Barnes Crossing District store for the grand
grand opening of the new Reed’s Barnes Crossing District store on Friday morning in Tupelo.
opening on Friday morning.
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Aberdeen native and NASA employee Marcia Stockton Lindstrom
talks about the next steps in deep space exploration during an
April 19 speaking engagement at the Church of Christ.

To boldy go
Aberdeen native
talks future of space
exploration
By RAY VAN DUSEN
Monroe Journal
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Jamie Bardwell, from left, Danielle Lampton, Denise Diaz, Jazamine Hoskins and Jitoria Hunter sit for a photograph at Converge: Partners in
Access in Jackson, Miss., Wednesday, April 6, 2022.

Nonprofit to provide statewide family planning
By ISABELLE TAFT
Mississippi Today
For the first time since the
launch of a federal grant to expand
reproductive health care decades
ago, the state health department
won’t be running the program in
Mississippi. Instead, a nonprofit
will.
For years, Jamie Bardwell and
Danielle Lampton worked at the
Mississippi Department of Health,
learning how the state’s family
planning programs worked– or
didn’t.
They left the Department in 2018
and founded Converge, a nonprofit focused on reproductive health.
Their team conducted training for
Mississippi health care providers
and helped clinics learn how to
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affordably expand birth control offerings.
Then, earlier this year, Converge
beat out the health department to
win a critical $4.5 million federal grant, called Title X, to provide
family planning services around
the state.
Access to Title X-funded services in Mississippi has long been
more theoretical than universal.
Patients sometimes struggled to
get through to clinics over the
phone, even though the health department offered family planning
services at almost every county
health department. Wait times
for appointments could be long.
And most people wound up with
less effective methods like the
pill or male condoms, instead of
long-acting IUDs or implants.
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In Mississippi, a majority of Title
X patients are at or below the poverty line, and a majority are uninsured, according to federal data.
The consequences of poor access to care are clear: The majority
of pregnancies in Mississippi are
unplanned. The state has the highest rates of chlamydia and gonorrhea of any state in the country,
and the sixth-highest rate of HIV.
Over the last decade, Converge’s
cofounders say, they have learned
Title X’s complicated rules and
regulations and built relationships
with providers and patients they
hope will enable them to ensure
every Mississippian has real access
to high quality care.
“It has taken us that long to be
TURN TO BROKEN, 2A
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national Space Station
is 250 miles above the
Earth. The moon is a
thousand times farther.”
After
moving
to
Huntsville,
Alabama,
the 1982 Aberdeen
High School graduate was accepted for a
grant writing position.
Her first big assignment
was a restoration project for the U.S. Space &
Rocket Center’s iconic
Saturn V rocket. The job
led to other positions
leading up to the public relations role in the
Space Launch System
program.
NASA’s Space Launch
System is the most
powerful and advanced
launch vehicle built for
the next era of space exploration.
NASA’s historic Apollo program, which began in the early 1960s,
led the United States to
a win in the space race
by putting the first man
on the moon.
“Everybody
thinks
Apollo was the glory
days. We’ve got traffic
jams at Kennedy [Space
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Even
though it will have been
50 years this December
since man last stepped
foot on the moon, NASA’s Artemis program
is the next generation
for humans to not only
return but to also set
up an outpost on an explored region there and
furthermore travel to
Mars.
“We are on the verge
of a whole new era of
human space exploration. There’s a difference between human
exploration at the International Space Station and deep space exploration,” said Marcia
Stockton
Lindstrom,
strategic communications manager for NASA’s Space Launch System, during an April 19
speaking engagement
at Aberdeen Church
of Christ. “The Inter- TURN TO SPACE, 3A
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