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BY JOHN H. WARD
Monroe Journal

AMORY – Employees of the 
Amory School District were 
joined by their families Oct. 13 
at The Arbors to celebrate the 
school’s first A rating from the 
Mississippi Department of Edu-
cation since 2013. The score was 
representative of the 2018-2019 
school year, and the event was 
funded by the Haskell Founda-
tion.

Formalities of the evening 
were limited to a short presenta-
tion of a proclamation by Mayor 
Brad Blalock declaring Oct. 13 
as Teacher Appreciation Day in 
Amory.

“We gladly accept,” said Amory 
School District Superintendent 
Ken Byars.

He took a minute more to ex-
press appreciation to district 
food service director and event 
planner Steve Stockton for put-
ting together a terrific evening. 

Stockton was characteristically 
modest about his part in the ef-
fort.

“I thought it up in a couple of 
hours,” he said.

Students were on hand to di-
rect incoming traffic to parking 
spots, and volunteers with the 
Haskell Foundation managed 
the guest register. Other students 
helped with food tables and a 
photo station to capture the 

BY JOHN H. WARD
Monroe Journal

AMORY – A vacant storefront near Vinegar 
Bend that once housed Charlotte’s Wallpaper 
recently suffered a roof collapse during reno-
vations that resulted in gutting out the build-
ing from top to bottom.

Mark and Lindsey Mitchell are the new 
owners of the property, which is located at 235 
North Main St. They bought it and the neigh-
boring unit at 233 North Main St.

“We didn’t plan it this way, but when the 
roof came down, it was more cost efficient to 
tear it all out,” Lindsey said.

She said the ground floor will house offices 
for Keller Mortgage and Mitchell Appraisal. 
The couple will make their new home in the 
2,800 square feet located upstairs. Develop-
ment for the existing upper level next door will 
be determined.

Skinner Construction of Tupelo is collabo-
rating on the reconstruction with general con-
tractor Stafford Developments of Tupelo.

“The roof had been leaking for years,” said 
Tim Skinner.

He said plans call for the two-story eleva-
tion of 233 North Main to be matched once 
the neighboring building is rebuilt.
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Cinnamon and Faith 
have been at the Aber-

deen Animal Shelter since 
September. They are both 

females who were born 
in July. Both of them are 
very playful and friendly. 

For more information, call 
369-2188.
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Gala celebrates Amory School District’s A rating 
East Amory Elemen-
tary School Princi-
pal Nick Hathcock, 
center, enjoys Oct. 
13’s gala celebrating the 
Amory School District’s 
A rating. His picture is 
pictured hanging in the 
tree, along with East 
Amory Student Resource 
Officer Wanda Lindsey. 
Pictures of all of the 
district’s employees hung 
from the branches.

Amory building 
collapse yields 
promise of new 
developments 
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Nathan Bray, left, and Aubrey Criddle dis-
mantle the remains of the original building at 235 
North Main St. in Amory. A leaky roof collapsed 
during renovation work. The building and its 
neighboring unit to the left will house offices at 
the ground level and living quarters upstairs.
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Above: “Washboard” Breezy Peyton, left, and Reverend Pey-
ton of Indiana perform during the Bukka White Blues Festival Saturday 
night. The two-day festival featured live blues music, family activities, an 
animal show and cooking competitions. For the Friday night steak cook-off, 
All Sauced Up won first, Secret Souce won second, and Piggers placed third. 
For Saturday’s Ribs on the River, Bark Builders placed third, Blowin’ Smoke 
placed second, and Smokin’ Section placed first. Mike Walters won the third 
annual Terry Gentry Memorial Award. At right: Ally Carter twirls her 
hoola hoop during Lightnin’ Malcolm’s Saturday night set.
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The board of supervisors met with the 
county’s 2020 census chairman John 
Allmond Oct. 11 to discuss preliminary 
plans to ensure an accurate population 
count next year, which equates to a num-
ber of factors such as available funding 
and local- and state-level government 
representation.

“The board [of supervisors] that’s sit-

ting the next term, don’t think this is not 
going to affect you. The trend we’ve got, 
you’ve got some real issues to live with, 
so getting these people to help is really 
important,” said board president Billy 
Kirkpatrick.

He said with the 2010 census, supervi-
sor District 5 didn’t have much change, 
but if there’s a change with one district, 
there’s usually changes with all of them.

U.S. census day will be April 1, 2020, 
and it will be conducted mostly online 

and also by telephone and by mail. It’s 
unsure when the window for people to 
enter census information will begin next 
year, but the bulk of the county complete 
committee’s push to the public will begin 
close to that time.

“I think it’s getting people to under-
stand the needs, number one, of how it’s 
going to impact Monroe County. We’re 
not looking to arrest you for anything or 

MC Board of Supervisors workshop about 2020 census

GOV. PHIL BRYANT LIFTS STATEWIDE BURN BAN; COUNTYWIDE BURN BAN EXPIRES
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BUKKA WHITE BLUES FESTIVAL

TURN TO GALA, 11A

TURN TO CENSUS, 11A


