
Union County officials are 
moving forward on a project to 
overhaul the 911 dispatch sys-

tem.
“It’s just a total upgrade,” said 

Union County Emergency Man-

agement Director Curt Clayton. 
“This system will be the state-of-
the-art system.”

The project will involve buying 
all new equipment and “redoing 
the whole 911 system,” Clayton 
noted.

The county’s current 911 sys-

tem is working, but some parts 
are out of date, he said. Parts 
for some of the system cannot 
be purchased anymore, and the 
software is also out of date, Clay-

ton said.
An approximately $60,000 

mapping system will also be put 
in, Clayton said.

The dispatch center is located 
at the Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. The new Zetron system will 
come with a 10-year warranty. 
Clayton said officials should not 
have to worry about anything 
with the dispatch center for a de-

cade.
The total cost of the project is 

$778,578, Clayton noted. 
The county is applying for a 

federal loan to pay for the project, 
said County Administrator Terry 
Johnson. The plan is for the loan 
to be paid back with 911 funds, 

Johnson said.
The goal is to start the project 

around mid-August and hope-

fully have the system operating 
by the first of the year. Officials 
have been working on the project 
since late last year.

The dispatch system will have 
several working stations for dis-

patchers. The center dispatches 
for numerous agencies, and the 
dispatchers go through a lot of 

training, Clayton noted.
“We’ve got some good dis-

patchers,” he said. “They’re all 
certified dispatchers.”

It is important to have a good 
dispatch system in place, said 
Clayton. He noted that the dis-

patchers get help to others during 
an emergency. The dispatcher is 
often the first person someone 
talks to when they need help, he 
said.

That is why officials take dis-

patch so seriously, he said. Clay-

ton added that the Union County 
Board of Supervisors has been 
very supportive of first respond-

ers. The supervisors are devoted 
to making sure the people of the 
county are protected, he said.

“They (supervisors) really care 
about the citizens of this county,” 
Clayton said.

New Albany Main Street Direc-

tor Billye Jean Stroud went before 
the Board of Aldermen on July 7 
to discuss plans for the upcoming 
Tallahatchie Riverfest.

Riverfest, which takes place the 
last week in September, is still 
expected to occur in some form. 
Stroud pointed out that riverfest 
takes place outside and not in 
a closed off room. She also said 
that schools are planning to open 
back up in August.

“It’s important to our mer-

chants downtown and to our 
restaurants too,” Stroud said. 

“This festival brings a lot of peo-

ple to their shops and into their 
restaurants.”

Ward 1 Alderman Amy Liv-

ingston said she feels as though 
officials should go forward with 
planning the event. But Living-

ston added that there should be 
a Covid-19 plan in place for Riv-

erfest.
“As long as we have a Covid 

plan in place I would think it 
would be fine to go forward,” 
Livingston said. “We just need 
to know what we’re doing in or-

der to be safe and prevent the 
spread.”

Stroud said she is happy to de-

velop a Covid plan.

“We’ll work really hard to get 
you a Covid plan” and make riv-

erfest as safe as possible, Stroud 
said.

Ward 2 Alderman Johnny An-

derson said the plan is “subject 
to change depending on the cir-

cumstances.”
There were also questions as 

to whether street vendors should 
take part in this year’s riverfest or 
if there would be a kids zone.

Alderman at Large Keith Con-

lee asked what the impact to the 
local merchants would be if there 
were no street vendors. Stroud in-

dicated that not having the street 
vendors could have a significant 
impact on the local merchants.

“It’s a big time for them,” 
Stroud said.

She noted that the street ven-

dors bring people downtown 
between the hours of 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

Livingtson asked if there would 
be a way to spread the vendors 
out more to create more distanc-

ing.
Another part of riverfest is a 

concert, and this year’s perform-

er will be Mississippi country mu-

sic singer Steve Azar. Livingston 
said the concert is going to draw 
a crowd. It will be difficult to con-

trol distancing at the concert, she 
added.

A New Albany police officer is 
still off work after being injured 
in a vehicle wreck that occurred 
during a pursuit last month.

The officer, whose name was 
not released, may have to un-

dergo some surgeries, said New 
Albany Police Chief Chris Robert-
son.

Having an officer get injured is 
tough, said Robertson. The offi-

cer has been serving the commu-

nity for 20 years, the chief added. 
Robertson said he hopes the offi-

cer is able to come back to work 
at some point.

The wreck, which caused 
$14,000 in damage to the officer’s 
vehicle, happened June 5 after a 
break-in occurred at a New Alba-

ny gun store.
Authorities received a call from 

an eyewitness that 2A Arma-

ments on Bankhead Street was 
being broken into at about 3:30 
a.m.

“The eyewitness was able to 
give a description of the vehicle,” 
the chief said.

The officer headed west on In-

terstate 22, identified the suspect 
vehicle and initiated a pursuit. 
The Marshall County Sheriff’s Of-
fice was contacted as well as the 
Holly Springs Police Department.

The Holly Springs Police De-

partment set up spike strips. 
The suspect vehicle hit the spike 
strips and stopped abruptly. The 
suspects then fled on foot.

The New Albany officer who 
was in pursuit was trying to come 
to a stop and was struck from the 

rear by a Holly Springs officer.
“Anytime you get in a police 

pursuit you never know how 
they’re going to end,” said Rob-

ertson. “In law enforcement 
these types of things happen.”

The New Albany officer and the 
Holly Springs officer were trans-

ported to the hospital in Oxford.
The suspect vehicle was 

searched, and the guns that were 
taken from 2A Armaments were 
located. A safe that had been sto-

len from a gas station on State 
Highway 15 in New Albany was 
also located.

No arrests have been made in 
the case.

In the meantime, Robertson is 
making plans to dispose of the 
damaged police vehicle and have 
it replaced, possibly with two 
used vehicles.

Robertson said he is very 
appreciative of the role Holly 
Springs played in the pursuit. If 
Holly Springs had not put down 
the spike strips, the suspect ve-

hicle could have gotten away, the 
chief noted.

“Holly Springs was paramount 
in helping us stop that and recov-

er those weapons . . .,” said Rob-

ertson.
He is also glad the weapons 

were recovered so they did not 
end up on the street.

“There’s no doubt in my mind 
that those guns would have end-

ed up on the streets somewhere,” 
Robertson added.

He said he also appreciates the 
help from the Marshall County 
Sheriff’s Office, the U.S. Marshals 
Service, DeSoto County K-9 unit 
and the ATF.

Two suspects were arrested 
on grand larceny charges July 
6, according to Union County 
Sheriff Jimmy Edwards.

The suspects, Kenneth 
Wayne Thomas, 25, and Noel 
Thomas, 32, both of Pumpkin 
Center, were each charged with 
grand larceny and attempted 
grand larceny, the sheriff said.

On June 24 they allegedly 
tried to steal a four-wheeler 
in the Lone Star community 
on County Road 102 but were 
unsuccessful, the sheriff said.

But they found another 
four-wheeler nearby and stole it, 
Edwards said.

The stolen four-wheeler was 
recovered, the sheriff said.

Their bonds were set at 
$10,000 each.
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Planning underway for Tallahatchie Riverfest in New Albany
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Communications Supervisor Tiffany Erby works in the dispatch center at the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
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