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Houston establishes “Safe Trading” areas
By Robert Scott
Chickasaw Journal

HOUSTON • Following the recent crimes related to buying
and selling in Houston, the
Houston Police Department has
established safe trading areas
for people to meet and buy, sell
or trade.
“So many people are doing
the buy, sell and trade now, and
with the amount of people that
have been robbed in different
places, just over minor stuff,
ear pods, cellphones, they give
them fake checks, and it cuts
down on the fraud aspect of it,”

said Houston Police Chief Adam
Harmon.
The areas are under video surveillance 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, meaning that there
will be a the added security of
having the video if things do go
wrong, resulting in a quicker investigation, at least that is the
hope.
There are two areas that are
being utilized for this project, the
front of the Police Department,
which, due to limited space, will
mostly be for swapping kids and
maybe small items, and the east
side of City Hall, which would
be more suited for large items

such as vehicles and items that
require a trailer.
“I know we are going to do one
beside City Hall, and then we are
probably going to do one in front
of the Police Department. We
may just use the front of the PD
as a drop off for swapping kids
because of the limited space.
We are going to do two places
though, probably drop off here
and then right beside City Hall,
and that way if they are pulling
a trailer or something, they’ll be
able to get in and out.”
Harmon also issued a warning
about meeting with people who
won’t meet at the safe trading

Newsbriefs
• Local volunteer stenographers will be hosting a free,
eight-week introductory course
to court reporting. Attendees
will learn “A to Z Intro to Machine Shorthand” An introduction to stenographic theory. To
register, contact Melissa Grimes
at (662)542-9366 or Phyllis
McLarty at (662)871-4991.
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• County Road 419 West
(Sparta Road) is closed until
further notice due to repairs
being made on the Natchez
Trace bridge.
• Part of County Road 410 is
closed.

• Celebrate Recovery meets
every Wednesday night at
6:00 p.m. at Pearson Chapel
Church of the Nazarene, 512
County Road 24, Houston, MS.
Everyone is welcome. Childcare
is provided. Contact Brian Gann
at 662-456-6442 for more
information.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate Friends,
a support group for families
who have suffered the death
of a child of any age, is open
to parents, step-parents,
grandparents and siblings. For
details visit www.compassionatefriends.org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support group
for women in addiction or
recovery; depression or anxiety;
or recently released from prison, meets Tuesdays at 5 p.m. at
LifeSpring Ministries of Monroe
County. Call 257-9043.
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Turn to Houston, 12A

By Robert Scott

Road Closures

• Second Chance Recovery
meets every Thursday at the
Community Center on Park
Street in Houston. Come, hear
and see. Call Steve at 6319113 for details or help.

spots.
“If somebody doesn’t want to
meet you at the safe place, then
they aren’t worth meeting. That
means that there’s probably
something shady about it.”
There are no official signs up
indicating these spaces, they are
open for public use.
“They are more than welcome
to use them now, we have video
there already, we just don’t have
the signs. It will take a little bit to
get the signs in.”
Two recent crimes spurred
the decision on. The first was
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Gregory named CDF Director
By Robert Scott
Chickasaw Journal

HOUSTON • Patsy Gregory has
been named the new Director
of the Chickasaw Development
Foundation.
The announcement was made
last week, and she has hit the
ground running since then, making the most of her first week.
“It’s been a whirlwind,” said
Gregory. “I met with the Supervisors on Monday, and suggested an avenue for economic development, they chose another
one, they set up an economic
development district for Chickasaw County, and as I understand
it, they’re going to work on all of
the details in the next couple of
months, but there will be an advisory group and I will be a part
of it, and I am excited about that.
I went over and introduced my-

self to some people at City Hall
and they invited me to come to
the board meeting that night, so
I went and they introduced me
to the board and I was able to
answer some of their questions
and they had some comments,
so I enjoyed that, and then I met
with the mayor individually, and
I’ve been to the Merchants’ Association meeting and I’ve been
to Exchange Club, so that’s been
a week.”
Gregory is excited to step into
the role and hopes to use her
new position to help unite the
county.
“I’m excited about the possibilities and the opportunities. When I interviewed with
the CDF board, the nominating
committee, their number one
thing was working to bring the
county together, and so, as you
know, that has been a passion of

mine for several years, and I look
forward to that.”
As far as her ideas, she suggested maybe taking an approach similar to what she did in
her last position.
“Maybe do some things, kind
of like when I was in Okolona,
with task forces to focus on some
areas of work.”
She is no stranger to Chickasaw County, however, as she
previously served as the Executive Director of the Okolona Chamber of Commerce for
about 10 years, and she then
recently served as the Economic Development Liaison for the
City of Okolona for the last two
and a half years. She hopes to
use her experiences gained in
her time with the city to help the
county.

Turn to Gregory, 12A

CHICKASAW • Voters in Chickasaw County will be headed
back to the polls this November to choose a new Coroner.
The election, which will be
held on Nov. 2, is to fill the position that was vacated by former Coroner, Michael Fowler
after he resigned earlier this
year.
The qualifying period ended
on Sep. 3 and three candidates
qualified for the ballot.
They include:
Larry D. Harris
Robert “Andy” Harmon
Whitney Lancaster
Each candidate is running
independent and have satisfied the requirements to do so.
Absentee Ballot Applications
are available at the Chickasaw
County Circuit Clerk’s Office.
“If you have a temporary or
permanent physical disability that will prevent you from
going to the polls to vote and
wish to have the ballot mailed
to you, please call the Circuit Clerk’s Office at 456-2331
(Houston) or 447-2838 (Okolona),” said the Circuit Clerk’s
official release for the election.
“We are required by law to
send the absentee ballot application to the voter first; and
when we receive the application back, we will mail your
absentee ballot once the absentee ballots are available.”
Absentee Ballots will be
available on Sep. 20, 2021. This
is the earliest day to vote by an
Absentee Ballot in the Circuit
Clerk’s office.

Houston Schools faring better post-virtual
By Robert Scott
Chickasaw Journal

HOUSTON • Houston Schools
have been back in person for
over two weeks, and the numbers are trending favorably for
them at the moment.
When the decision was made
to go virtual for two weeks, it was
out of an abundance of caution,
as conditions were beginning
to point to a potential outbreak
situation, so they went virtual in
hopes of hitting the metaphorical reset button, and it seems to
have done the trick.
“I do see some movement in
the direction that we wanted it
to go,” said Superintendent John
Ellison. “Before virtual, it was everyday that we were creeping a
little bit more and more towards

the edge, and I think this kind of
did what we needed to do and
reset us. Actually, instead of going up, right now, it appears to
be dropping slightly and we are
praying that continues.”
The district wide numbers,
as of 11 a.m. on Friday, Sep. 17,
were as stands:
- 23 positive students
- 48 students quarantines
- 1 positive staff member
- 0 staff quarantines
Before virtual, Ellison said that
a majority of cases that were reported could be traced to outside
of school contact, however, in
the days leading up to the decision, there began to, at least appear, to be transmission in the
classroom, which is when the
virtual became necessary to prevent an outbreak.

“One of the driving factors of
when I made the decision to go
virtual in Houston, for the first
three day period, was up until
the days leading up to that, you
could look at our traffic sheet and
tell almost every positive case
was coming from the outside in,
but starting at about the Friday
before we went virtual, I started
seeing cases that appeared to be
spread within classrooms. I had
never seen it transmit where it
looked like it was transmitting in
class as much as it had started to
right then.”
However, it seems to be another aspect that was reset with the
virtual.
“That seems to be back. I
looked and I didn’t see any that
we could track to within a classroom, it all looked like outside

transmission.”
However, the schools are not
abandoning the mask requirements yet, again, out of caution.
Right now, they are keeping the
requirement for all students and
staff to wear masks while indoors
or on school buses through Sep.
30, at which point they will reevaluate the situation and numbers to see where they stand.
Ellison said that the last thing
they wanted to do was to remove
the requirement too soon, and
thrust the school right back into
virtual.
“The need for masks will be
evaluated each week based on
the current data from within our
schools.”
The requirement is for the entire district, Houston and Houlka.

