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Aberdeen, Amory facing tax increases for FY’19-’20
BY RAY VAN DUSEN
AND JOHN WARD
monroe Journal

The cities of Aberdeen and
Amory held their annual budget
hearings regarding Fiscal Year
’19-’20 on Sept. 3, and taxpayers
in both towns will face increases on what they pay annually on
property taxes.

ABERDEEN
Although the City of Aberdeen, itself, refrained from a
tax increase, a request from the
Aberdeen School District will
cause a slight increase for taxpayers.
“This year, the City of Aberdeen’s assessment will remain
the same at 71.47 [mills]. There
will be no increase for the city.

However, the school district’s
levy is 55.75, and that’s a 1.01
mill increase. The total levy for
FY ’19-’20 is 127.22,” said city
comptroller Karen Crump.
According to city clerk Jackie
Benson, the increase will pose
an additional $11.45, without
homestead factored in, for taxes on a home valued at $60,000.
The city’s Fiscal Year ‘19’-’20

proposed revenue and expenditures total $5,359,885.
The total assessment for the
school district is $72,890,989,
which is a $3,326,561 increase
compared to last year’s assessment. One mill for the school
district is $102,856, which is a
$3,190 increase from the previous year.
The total assessment for the

Mending the broken

city is $36,380,788, which is a
$561,437 decrease compared
to last year. One mill for the
city is worth $33,076, which is a
decrease of $411 from the previous year.
The total city and school valuation for the upcoming fiscal
year is $109,271,777, which is a
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Aberdeen food
pantry in dire
need of people
willing to help
BY RAY VAN DUSEN
monroe Journal

ABERDEEN – During Sept. 3’s board
of aldermen meeting, Sheraton Crosby made a plea for volunteers to help at
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry, saying
the need is extremely urgent. Professionally, Crosby is the director of the Aberdeen School District’s parent center.
“I’ve been volunteering, our students
have been volunteering. I just want to solicit all churches, all community leaders,
if you’re able to lend a hand. They desperately need your help,” she said.
Crosby said approximately 400 families
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The men of Broken Lives Ministry sing “I Have Victory in Jesus” during the Nettleton faith-based drug and alcohol recovery program’s
grand opening ceremony Saturday.

Faith-based recovery program hosts its grand opening
BY RAY VAN DUSEN
monroe Journal

NETTLETON – Broken Lives Ministry commemorated the five-year anniversary of its beginning in its original location in Skyline while showing
its impact to date through its home
in Nettleton through a Sept. 7 grand
opening. The faith-based recovery
program offers a residence to males
recovering from drug and alcohol addiction.

It eventually outgrew its Skyline location and is now centered in the former National Guard Armory alongside
Will Robbins Highway. Broken Lives
Ministry has served hundreds of men
in its five years.
“Nettleton is very fortunate to have
two of the greatest things, and that’s
Broken Lives Ministry and God’s
House of Hope,” said Sgt. Joe Hester of
the town’s two recovery facilities. “The
people of Nettleton should get on their
knees every night and thank the Lord.”

Hester spoke about the building’s
history. It was constructed in the
early 1980s and began being used by
the military in 1983.
Keynote speaker Dr. Chester Harrison of the Prentiss County Baptist
Association mixed faith with his
military background in the Vietnam
War.
“You guys are thanking Uncle Sam
for building this building. I am thank-
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Volunteers of Aberdeen’s Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry pack boxes ahead of a previous
holiday season distribution day. An urgent need
has arisen for more volunteers to help with the
monthly distributions.

Amory aldermen OK preparation for ChiliFest lease agreement
BY JOHN H. WARD
monroe Journal

AMORY – During Sept. 3’s
board of aldermen meeting, city
clerk Jamie Morgan received
permission to authorize city attorney Sam Griffie to prepare a
lease agreement for Amory’s upcoming ChiliFest, which will be
held Oct. 29.
“It’s gotten really big,” Morgan said after the meeting about
the annual event that has become the fall counterpart to the
Amory Railroad Festival.
According to Amory Main
Street Director Alyssa Benedict,
the agreement will spell out in
clear language the responsibil-

ities and roles for all parties involved.
“We want to be able to contain everything. We want to have
an event that is well organized,
family-friendly while keeping
everyone safe. It will be all about
chili, music and family fun,” she
said after the meeting.
Since no citizens were present
for a public hearing regarding
the upcoming fiscal year budget
to offer comment, the resolution
was approved.
The aldermen also approved
to set an Oct. 1 public hearing
date for Electric Rate Ordinance
1721, which will enact the next
phase of the transition in the
Tennessee Valley Authority’s
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five-year plan. It will revise rate
structures in gradually shifting
customer charges from the basis
of energy used to a uniform grid
access charge.
City utilities manager Mike
King described the adjustment
as being revenue neutral for the
city.
The aldermen approved appointments of Floyd Smith,
Debra Harris and James Bost to
the election commission.
After an elapsed time of approximately eight minutes,
board members voted to adjourn proceedings until Sept. 10
at 9 a.m. when they will meet to
give final approval for the budget.

PETS OF THE WEEK
Yella Fella is
Bernie is
an 8-year-old
a 2-year-old
male tabby cat
basset
who was once
hound/
feral and now is
Labrador
sweet as can be.
retriever
He would love a
mix. He’s
outgoing and loves kids of all ages home indoors. For more information, call
and would be perfect for a family. the Amory Humane Society at 256-7566.
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People make their way in front of booths at last year’s Amory ChiliFest.
Last week, the board of aldermen approved for a lease agreement addressing
responsibilities to be prepared for this year’s event.
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