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Tupelo welcomes runners 
back to city 

Gum Tree 10k

But as she searched, she soon 
found that many private landlords 
in the All-America City would not 
accept her voucher. It was weeks 
before she found a property own-
er who would accept the voucher. 
While thankful to now be in a se-
cure apartment in south Tupelo’s 
seventh ward, she admitted that 
where she’s living isn’t necessarily 
where she would like to stay long-

term, but she currently doesn’t 
have many other options.“You real-
ly have to accept what you can get 
here in this region,” Hampton said 
of her housing situation. Hamp-
ton’s initial struggle to find an af-
fordable and desirable apartment in 
the largest city in Northeast Missis-
sippi underscores a concern voiced 
by many voters— affordable hous-
ing is hard to come by. To guide 

election coverage this year, the Dai-
ly Journal used a survey and other 
forms of feedback to find out what 
issues local voters most want to 
see the next mayor and City Coun-
cil tackle over the next four years. 
Hampton and other residents said 
that access to affordable housing 
remains a top issue. This includes 

HIGH-DOLLAR HOUSING

Access to affordable homes is one of 
the top issues for Tupelo voters
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Travis Buckman makes his way across the trusses as his company builds homes along Ingram Drive in Tupelo.

B y  T a y l o r  V a n c e   »   D a i l y  J o u r n a l

W
hen Timiko Hampton was notified she was finally  
getting a housing voucher to help her afford rent in Tupe-

lo, she quickly began looking for potential apartments.

TURN TO HOUSING, 2A

By DANNY MCARTHUR

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Regional Rehabilitation Center 
will honor Room to Room owner and long-
time volunteer Lisa Hawkins as this year’s 
Red Raspberry Humanitarian Award recipi-
ent.

Hawkins will be recognized during an 
award dinner Tuesday, May 18, at the Tupe-
lo Furniture Market, Building 4. The meet-
and-greet starts at 6 p.m.; the dinner starts at 
7 p.m. A virtual watch 
party on Facebook 
and YouTube will 
start at 7 p.m.

The award, 
named after the 
late John “Red” 
Raspberry, will 
honor Hawkins for 
her commitment 
to the community. 
Hawkins currently 
serves on the Sanc-
tuary Hospice and 
CREATE Founda-
tion boards, was a 
previous chairman 
of the Communi-
ty Development 
Foundation, and 
is an ardent sup-
port of the United 
Way of Northeast 
Mississippi and 
nonprofits like the 
Regional Rehab 
Center and Eight 
Days of Hope.

According to Regional Rehab executive 
director Robby Parman, the virtual watch 
party seemed like a fitting way to both share 
both the nonprofit’s story and honor Haw-
kins for her philanthropy.

“This award ... goes towards people that 
(don’t) just do things for the Rehab Center, 
but overall for the community,” Parman 
said. “(Hawkins’) had that impact on non-
profits and the business world, and indi-
viduals throughout the area. We hope just 
by seeing Mrs. Lisa and hearing what she’s 
done with her life and how many people 
she’s impacted, that that will in turn inspire 
others.”

In order to allow attendees to socially dis-
tance and follow CDC safety guidelines, the 
dinner will be a smaller event than in years 
past. It will be a sit-down dinner rather than 
buffet-style, and guests will asked to wear 
masks. Sanitizing stations will also be avail-
able.

It took a year to plan this year’s dinner 
after having a virtual event last year. Each 
year, RRC speaks with former honorees as 
part of their planning. VM Cleveland of the 
Tupelo Furniture Market offered the facility 
as a location for the Red Raspberry Dinner, 
and sponsors were very generous with their 
time and donations.

Each fall, Parman and former Regional Re-
habilitation Center executive director and 

Regional Rehab 
to honor Tupelo 
business owner with 
Raspberry Award

Tickets for 
Regional 
Rehabilitation 
Center’s Red 
Raspberry 
Humanitarian 
Award Dinner 
can be purchased 
directly from 
the Regional 
Rehabilitation 
Center by calling 
662-842-1891. The 
event will be held 
on Tuesday, May 
18, at the Tupelo 
Furniture Market, 
Building 4.

» MORE INFO

By CALEB BEDILLION

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  With home prices 
and materials costs shooting 
up, one of the city’s most inten-
sive efforts to spur residential 
construction has seen fresh ac-
tivity in recent months.

Since 2013, the city of Tupelo 
has spent at least $3.2 million in 
public dollars to redevelop the 
Jackson Street corridor, accord-
ing to Chief Finance Officer 
Kim Hanna.

That includes $1.8 mil-
lion that was transferred to 

CONSTRUCTION ONGOING IN JACKSON STREET REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT
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A car speeds by the the 
West Jackson Street de-

velopment signage for 
new lots for sale in day, 

April. Since 2013, the 
city of Tupelo has spent 

at least $3.2 million in 
public dollars to rede-

velop the Jackson Street 
corridor. But the project, 

originally intended to 
stifle growing blight 

and alleviate the city’s 
dearth of affordable 

housing, has hit its fair 
share of snags along the 

way, and the houses ar-
en’t nearly as affordable 

as originally intended. TURN TO JACKSON, 3A TURN TO HONORS, 3A
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