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Aug. 27’s runoffs yielded low 
voter participation in Monroe 
County and results determining 
who will advance to the districts 2 
and 3 supervisor races for the Nov. 
5 general election.

For District 2 Democratic runoff, 
B.R. Richey defeated Bobby Camp, 
Jr. Richey received 442 votes, 
or 64.71 percent, compared to 

Camp’s 240 votes, or 35.14 percent.
Richey will advance to face Ran-

dy Minor, who is running as an In-
dependent.

The District 2 supervisor race 
had eight candidates leading into 
the Aug. 6 Democratic party pri-
mary.

For the District 3 Democrat-
ic supervisor runoff, incumbent 
Chip Chism was defeated by 
Wayne Faulkner. Chism received 
257 votes, or 45.09 percent, com-

pared to Faulkner’s 305 votes, or 
53.51 percent.

For the Republican runoff for 
the District 3 supervisor race, Bri-
an Atkins defeated Carol Craw-
ford. Atkins had 440 votes, or 62.68 
percent, to Crawford’s 256 votes, 
or 36.47 percent.

Atkins and Faulkner will face In-
dependent candidate Rubel West 
in November.

For the Aug. 6 District 3 super-
visor primaries, there were three 

candidates running as Democrats 
and four candidates running as 
Republicans.

In terms of supervisor races, 
District 3’s voting district encom-
passes the Aberdeen 3rd, Athens, 
Bartahatchie, Greenwood Springs, 
Hamilton and Lackey precincts. 
District 2 is comprised of Amory 
2nd, Becker, Parham, Sipsey and 
Williams, as far as supervisor goes.

Countywide, there were 3,227 
voters who participated in last 

week’s runoffs, according to unof-
ficial results.

Supervisor districts 2 and 3 were 
the only areas involving a coun-
ty runoff. By state law, those who 
voted Democrat in the Aug. 6 pri-
maries could only vote Democrat 
in last week’s runoffs. The same 
principal applied for the Republi-
can ticket.

Monroe County Republican 
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GREENWOOD SPRINGS – Leah 
Rose Duncan has been mumbling 
tunes since before she could talk. 
Adding to that, she used to get in 
front of the TV screen at home when 
“American Idol” was on and perform 
for her parents, stealing the spotlight 
from notable artists in the making.

The 18-year-old Smithville High 
School graduate is hopeful to have 
her due time in the spotlight as a 
singer-songwriter, and three Josie 
Music Award nominations are a 
good step in that direction.

“I was a little shocked. I’ve had a 
lot of people say they like my songs 
and think they’re good, but for Josie 
to recognize you… She has a lot of 
connections in Nashville and Pi-

geon Forge,” she said.
The annual Josie Music Awards is 

part of the Josie Network LLC brand, 
which is owned by Josie Passanti-
no and Tinamarie Passantino. The 
awards spotlight independent artists 
in genres ranging from blues to rap 
to metal to country.

Leah is nominated for Rising Star 
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AMORY – Following an Aug. 20 community 
meeting in Becker regarding Monroe County 
Electric Power Association (MCEPA) members’ 
pleas for progress regarding rural broadband 
availability, steps have been taken by the electric 
cooperative’s board of directors to further study 
the possibility of providing an affordable solution.

MCEPA members at the community meeting 
wanted at least three board members to sign an 
agreement that would allow for the formation 
of an 11-member advisory board of cooperative 
members to research broadband options, an 
amendment to the MCEPA charter to allow for 
the sale of broadband services and to authorize 
a second feasibility study, according to Monroe 
Journal coverage of the meeting.

The MCEPA Board of Directors held a spe-
cial-called meeting Aug. 27, and the decision was 
made to mail out a survey to the entire member-
ship to tabulate the prospective number of cus-
tomers willing to subscribe to broadband service 
through MCEPA and ultimately determine the 
success of the project. Members will be requested 
to reply prior to Nov. 1.

“The information concerning the survey will 
be posted on MCEPA’s Facebook page or web-
site [www.monroecountyelectric.com] as soon 
as that information is available after first being 
tabulated by our auditors,” said MCEPA General 
Manger Barry Rowland.

According to a post from the electric coopera-
tive’s Facebook page and website, the survey will 
include questions regarding current broadband 
service in customers’ areas, if the electric coop-
erative should provide the service and the will-
ingness of cooperative members to enroll in the 
service if it’s offered through the MCEPA.

A separate online post states the MCEPA Board 
of Directors is committed to take necessary steps 
in amending its charter if the survey is successful 
and the feasibility studies and survey are positive.

The electric cooperative’s board of directors’ 

Cody is a male 
blue pit bull who 
came to the Ab-

erdeen Animal 
Shelter April 23 
at 3 years old. 

He’s a larger dog 
and has a really friendly and 

sweet demeanor.

I’m Brownie, 
a white and tan 
3-year-old fe-
male who came 
to the shelter in 
July 2016. I’m 
very friendly and 

looking for a good home. For more 
information, call 369-2188.

elizabeth ann betz Odom
douglas andrew Nelson
prentiss L. pennington

District 2, 3 supervisors races advance to November 

Nominated 

Aspiring singer-songwriter gets nods for independent artist awards 
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Greenwood Springs country artist Leah Rose Duncan achieved several musical accomplishments during her high school career. 
Now a Smithville High School graduate, her success continues through three nominations to the world’s largest independent artist awards show.

Monroe County EPA 
takes steps to further 
study the possibility 
of rural broadband 
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HAMILTON – Monroe 
County has 325 farmers uti-
lizing 145,000 acres of land, 
which includes forestland. 
With the increasing frequen-
cy of volatile weather and 
droughts, producers will 
most likely experience some 
sort of agricultural loss in 
their careers.

Federal disaster assistance 
programs through the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture 
are there to help in such 
times of need for commer-
cial operations, which some-
times may only require filling 
out one or two forms. Mon-
roe County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) is available to 
assist people in such a crisis.

Danny Holloway, who 
owns Holloway Farms in 
Hamilton, witnessed the first 
major disaster in his 46 years 
of farming after April 13’s 
EF-2 tornado caused more 

than $600,000 in damages 
between his home, outbuild-
ings and farm equipment. 
He said the tornado actually 
formed in a field behind his 
farm.

“You think you have 
enough insurance but you 
don’t. People don’t think 
about outside structures,” 
he said. “I’ve gone through 
droughts and had cotton 
that has been affected by a 

Federal disaster assistance programs help farmers after weather events 
Holloway Farms own-
er Danny Holloway 
stands near what remains 
of one of his equipment 
sheds destroyed by April 
13’s Hamilton tornado. 
He reported the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars 
worth of damage to his 
farm to the county’s Farm 
Service Agency, which is 
awaiting word about any 
potential federal disaster 
assistance programs that 
may be available.RAY VAN DUSEN/BUY AT PHOTOS.MONROECOUNTYJOURNAL.COM
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