
By CALEB BEDILLION
Daily Journal

TUPELO •  With Mississippians now bereft of any 
way to directly amend their state 
constitution, momentum is building 
for a special session of the Legisla-
ture to begin the revival of the voter 
initiative process.

Following a consequential ruling 
by the Mississippi Supreme Court on 
Friday, Speaker of the House Philip 
Gunn, R-Clinton, on Monday called 
for Gov. Tate Reeves to convene a 
special legislative session – something only the 
governor can do.

“We 100% believe in the 
right of the people to use 
the initiative and referen-
dum process to express 
their views on public pol-
icy,” Gunn said. “If the 
legislature does not act on 
an issue that the people of 
Mississippi want, then the 
people need a mechanism 
to change the law. I sup-
port the Governor calling 
us into a special session 
to protect this important 
right of the people.”

In a ruling last week, the 
Mississippi Supreme Court 
voided the passage of Ini-
tiative 65, which legalized 
medical marijuana, and 
found that, under current 
law, there is no valid way 
to place a voter initiative 
on the ballot.

Gunn heads the state House of Representatives 
and would thus play an influential role over the 
outcome of any special session, but the governor 
must first call the special session and set the agen-
da to be considered.

Though he called for a special session intend-
ed to address the initiative process, Gunn’s office 
did not respond on Monday to questions from the 
Daily Journal about whether he would support also 
addressing medical marijuana in a special session.

The presiding officer in the state Senate – Lt. 
Gov. Delbert Hosemann – has not publicly stated 
whether or not he supports any kind of a special 
session in response to last week’s ruling by the 
state’s high court.

Hosemann’s office did not respond on Monday 
to questions from the Daily Journal.

The governor’s office also did not respond on 
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Speaker of the House
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By TAYLOR VANCE
Daily Journal

TUPELO • In typical fashion, outgo-
ing Mayor Jason Shelton on Monday 
night gave a glowing review of the 
All-America city’s overall wellbeing 
in his eighth and final State of the 
City address.

The two-term Democratic may-
or said that although the city faced 
a devastating global pandemic this 
past year, which forced restaurants 
to temporarily close down and led 
revenue to slightly dip, the city still 
saw strong indicators of economic 
and financial achievement.

“In spite of a global pandemic, 
the Tupelo City Council and each 
city of Tupelo department did their 
jobs – and they did them well,” Shel-
ton said. “Today, I have the great 
privilege to deliver this address with 
confidence knowing that by every 
measurable indicator of success, the 
state of the city is strong.”

Shelton cited investments in af-
fordable housing units, the con-

struction of roughly 600 new homes 
since 2013 and investment in long-
term projects without raising taxes 
among the city’s successes.

“In looking at the numbers over 
the last four years in Tupelo’s 

By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON •  The Supreme 
Court agreed Monday to a show-
down over abortion in a case that 
could dramatically alter nearly 50 
years of rulings on abortion rights.

With three justices appointed by 
President Donald Trump part of a 
6-3 conservative majority, the court 
is taking on a case about whether 
states can ban abortions before a 
fetus can survive outside the womb.

Mississippi, which is asking to 
be allowed to enforce an abortion 
ban after 15 weeks of pregnancy, is 
not asking the court to overrule the 
1973 Roe v. Wade decision confirm-
ing a woman’s right to an abortion, 

or a decision 19 years later that re-
affirmed it.

But abortion rights supporters 
said the case is a clear threat to 
abortion rights. “The court cannot 
uphold this law without overturn-
ing the principal protections of Roe 
v. Wade,” Nancy Northup, pres-
ident and CEO of the Center for 
Reproductive Rights, said in a call 
with reporters.

Even if the court does not explic-
itly overrule earlier cases, a deci-
sion favorable to the state could 
lay the groundwork for allowing 
even more restrictions on abortion, 
including state bans on abortion 
once a fetal heartbeat is detected, 
as early as six weeks.

The case probably will be argued 

in the fall, with a decision likely in 
the spring of 2022 during the cam-
paign for congressional midterm 
elections.

Mississippi’s ban had been 
blocked by lower courts as incon-
sistent with Supreme Court prece-
dent that protects a woman’s right 
to obtain an abortion before the fe-
tus can survive outside her womb.

“States may regulate abortion 
procedures prior to viability so long 
as they do not impose an undue 
burden on the woman’s right, but 
they may not ban abortions. The 
law at issue is a ban,” Judge Pat-
rick Higginbotham of the 5th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals wrote in 

Gunn
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Tupelo Firefighters Brayden Palmer, Cederick Nabors and Jesse Clock paint one of the 102 fire hydrants in their zone Monday morning on 
Mockingbird Drive in Tupelo. Aside from paint, the hydrants are greased and checked for any other issues. The trio planned to service and paint 
39 hydrants, Monday.

Supreme Court to take up Mississippi abortion rights challenge
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In this June 29, 2020 file photo, the Supreme Court is seen on Capitol 
Hill in Washington. The Supreme Court agreed Monday to a showdown 
involving the state of Mississippi over abortion in a case that could 
dramatically alter nearly 50 years of rulings on abortion rights.

Gunn calls for 
special session 
to restore voter 
initiative process

TURN TO ABORTION, 2A

TURN TO SESSION, 2A
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Tupelo Mayor Jason Shelton delivers his final State of the City address, Monday night at City 
Hall.

» REFRESHING THE HYDRANTS

Shelton defends legacy, touts housing 
growth in final state of the city address

TURN TO SHELTON, 2A


