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By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • A deal gone wrong 
ended in an ATV being stolen, us-
ing a fake check, in Houston on 
Monday, Aug. 30.

“The victim was in communi-
cation with the buyers trying to 
sell a side-by-side,” said Police 
Chief Adam Harmon. “Both of 
them are from out of town. They 
got to the location and met up 
and made the transaction. They 
loaded the ATV up, but they 
didn’t realize the check was bad 
until they drove off with the side-
by-side. They actually were given 
what appeared to be a fake ca-
shier’s check.”

Harmon said that this kind of 
thing is too common of an occur-
rence to be taken lightly.

The department is looking 
into setting up trading locations, 
where online buyers can meet 
and be under surveillance and 
therefore it is much less likely 
that something will go wrong, 

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • First Responders in 
Chickasaw were honored during 
the First Responder Appreci-
ation meal at Parkway Baptist 
Church on Saturday, Aug. 28.

The event was held to honor 
those who put their lives on the 
line daily to keep the public safe, 
as well as those who have been 
lost in the line of duty.

Namely, Deputy Jeremy 
Voyles, who tragically died after 
an on-duty car accident on Aug. 
28, 2019, two years to the date of 
the meal.

“First and foremost, it is cru-
cial for us at Parkway Baptist 

Church to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus,” said Zane Thomas, one 
of the coordinators of the event. 
“It is special, us having the op-
portunity to serve these guys 
and gals that help us protect our 
freedoms every day. I wish we 
could do something on a daily or 
weekly basis to this magnitude, 
but just taking this time out ev-
ery year to honor their service to 
our community.”

They had the Fallen Comrade 
Table set as well. The signifi-
cance of the table is symbolic of 
those who lost their lives in the 
line of duty.

“Each piece of the table rep-
resents something special about 
the service of each member, 

whether it be their family, their 
actual service to their commu-
nity and the legacy that they left 
and still have amongst us, but 
it’s just a way for us to take time 
and remember their sacrifice so 
it won’t be forgotten, and we can 
honor it for years and decades to 
come.”

There was a good crowd in at-
tendance, and there were also to 
go plates available for those who 
couldn’t stay, and many utilized 
them as well.

The members of the church 
prepared a full spread including 
BBQ, numerous sides and plenty 
of desserts.

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

OKOLONA • When Beverly and 
Chris Shatley set out to find a new 
home, they did not even know 
Okolona existed, however, a twist 
of fate landed them there. After 
just over two months here, they 
have connected with the commu-
nity, a connection that they are 
using to help those in need.

They are collecting supplies for 
those affected by Hurricane Ida. 
Specifically, they will be delivering 
supplies to Hammond and Inde-
pendence, LA.

“That’s always been in my 
heart,” said Beverly when asked 
how they decided to collect the 
supplies. “As a traveling pipeline 
wife, and we have traveled around 
the United States with other pipe-
line wives and families, every 
time we have been in an area, 
there’s always been a need, and 

so we’ve always gotten together 
and reached out, [using] not only 
our own money, but people have 
gathered up things during floods, 
during tornadoes, during hurri-
canes, during school openings 
and things like that, and we have 
pulled together and we have done 
big drives for them and been able 
to give back to the communities 
no matter where we’ve worked at 
in the United States. It’s always 
been on my heart to help others. 
We have to come together and 
help others, we have to rely on 
each other.”

As mentioned, it was a twist of 
fate that landed the Shatleys in 
Chickasaw County, however, they 
are sure this is where they are sup-
posed to be.

“We had no idea it was going 
to be Chickasaw County,” said 
Beverly. “We sold our home in 
November, and we were with 
my husband on the pipeline in 

Minnesota, and we kept looking 
and looking, and we had several 
homes that just fell through due 
to inspections and stuff like that. 
We brought our stuff because we 

had found a home over in Albert-
ville, AL, my husband took a little 
time off and we went and got our 
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Free Court  
Reporter Program
• Local volunteer stenogra-
phers will be hosting a free, 
eight-week introductory 
course to court reporting. 
Attendees will learn “A to Z 
Intro to Machine Shorthand” 
An introduction to steno-
graphic theory. To register, 
contact Melissa Grimes at 
(662)542-9366 or Phyllis 
McLarty at (662)871-4991.

Road Closures
• A section of County Road 
405 is closed due to bridge 
repair east of Thorn Grocery. 
The road was closed on 
March 11, and is projected to 
stay closed for 4-6 weeks. 
Alternate routes include 
County Roads 43, 424 and 
20.
• Part of County Road 410 is 
closed.

Second Chance
Gathers Thursday
• Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets
• Celebrate Recovery meets 
every Wednesday night at 
6:00 p.m. at Pearson Chapel 
Church of the Nazarene, 512 
County Road 24, Houston, 
MS. Everyone is welcome. 
Childcare is provided. Contact 
Brian Gann at 662-456-
6442 for more information.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate 
Friends, a support group for 
families who have suffered 
the death of a child of any 
age, is open to parents, 
step-parents, grandparents 
and siblings. For details visit 
www.compassionatefriends.
org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction 
or recovery; depression or 
anxiety; or recently released 
from prison, meets Tues-
days at 5 p.m. at LifeSpring 
Ministries of Monroe County. 
Call 257-9043.

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • The debate over the 
reappointment of Lisa Easley as 
City Clerk was settled last Tues-
day night as aldermen voted 3-2 
in favor of reappointment.

Easley was not reappointed in 
July when the annual appoint-
ments were up. Her reappoint-
ment was voted down 3-2, with 
Ward 1 Alderlady Kellie Atkin-
son, Ward 3 Alderman Matt Cal-

lahan and Ward 4 Alderlady Wil-
lie McKinney all voting no.

The issue was broached again 
at a special called meeting on 
Monday, Aug. 2, and at that 
meeting, McKinney, who was 
among the majority vote the last 
time, made a motion to reap-
point Easley, reversing her vote 
from the initial decision.

However, at that meeting, At-
kinson presented a state law, 21-
15-41.

“If a council or board of alder-

men rejects, or otherwise fails to 
confirm, an individual submitted 
by the mayor for appointment, 
the mayor may not resubmit or 
reappoint the same individual 
for that position during the re-
mainder of the mayor’s current 
term in office,” read the law.

McKinney withdrew her mo-
tion and from this point, the City 
Attorney, Elizabeth Ausbern, was 
tasked with getting an Attorney 
General’s opinion on the matter.

Easley was allowed to serve in 

a holdover position for 90 days, 
and at the time of this meeting 
she had 60 days left.

Ausbern informed the board at 
last week’s meeting that the At-
torney General’s Office said that 
it would be 75 days before an of-
ficial opinion could be rendered, 
even with the request for it to 
be expedited, which conflicted 
with the time left for the hold-
over position, however, all three 

Houston Aldermen reappoint Easley as City Clerk
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The ATV that was stolen.
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Healing Grace Stables collecting donations  
for hurricane victims
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Beverly Shatley stands next to some of the supplies that they have already received. 
Her husband, Chris, is not pictured due to being at the doctor for a checkup.

Parkway hosted First Responder 
Appreciation meal
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From left: Sheriff James Meyers, Constable Billy Voyles, Joe Carnathan and Xavier Cousins enjoy food and fellowship with one 
another.
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