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By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • Chickasaw De-
velopment Foundation (CDF) 
Director Sean Johnson an-
nounced that he would be leav-
ing in September, last week via 
social media.

Johnson has been the CDF 
Director since May of 2018, 
making it three and a half years 
that he has been in Chickasaw 
County.

“My rationale for leaving now 
is because I do feel like we’ve 
turned a corner and I think 
that we’ve got a lot of things in 

place where I can afford to take 
a break and maybe it’s a good 
time for somebody to come in 
to expand on those things that 
I have not been able to focus 
on,” said Johnson. “During 
my time here, I’ve been pret-
ty much hyper-focused on 
Houston, but just this year, 
we’ve started working more 
with Houlka in particular, and 
we’re going to be working with 
Woodland. These banner hold-
ers that we have around the 
city, we’re putting one in Houl-
ka and one in Woodland and 
so Woodland events will be on 
the banners here and Houston 

events will be there, and if we 
can grow our relationship with 
Okolona, we’ll put one over in 
Okolona too, and so, everybody 
will be more on the same page. 
The biggest problem Chicka-
saw County has is that it is not 
united. So, the focus should be, 
and it was going to be my focus 
for the year before all this hap-
pened, was figuring out a way 
that we can bridge that gap.”

Johnson received two offers, 
one in Cleveland, Miss. and 
one in Oregon, however, he 
choose Cleveland. He said that 
he had considered the options 
and felt that it was time for him 

to step away for a bit.
“Both offers were very good 

offers. I had been kind of open 
to it once the door got opened 
to other possibilities, I start-
ed thinking about it and I had 
been kind of frustrated with 
some things anyway, and I 
thought maybe it would be 
time to step back for a minute.”

However, he made it a point 
to say that he was not aban-
doning Houston, far from it ac-
tually.

“I’m not going to retire from 
Cleveland, and they know 

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • When the Houston 
High School Class of 1956 grad-
uated and went their own way, 
they all eventually found their 
way back together, and while 
assembled, they left their mark 
on Houston for years to come.

Recently, the class celebrated 
their 65th class reunion on July 
31 of this year. This sparked 
many memories of times past, 
and it also brought the class 
back into the spotlight, high-
lighting the impact they have 
made throughout their time 
since graduation.

To learn about the class, 
however, one must first exam-
ine the impressive track record 
that it saw after graduation.

“At least 32 attended col-
lege,” read the pamphlet about 
the class. “At least 21 received 
bachelor’s degrees. At least 9 
received advanced degrees. 
At least 32 became homemak-
ers (almost all of those held 
other jobs as well). At least 11 
became educators. At least 15 
became business owners. 30 
mothers and 24 fathers.”

However, the career paths 
are equally as impressive.

“Four engineers, two doc-
tors, an architect, two accoun-

tants, a chemist and author, a 
composer of music, a geolo-
gist, a construction manager, a 
nurse, a policeman, a minister, 

a librarian, a soldier, a school 
principal, a professional musi-
cian and an elected official.”

But most of all, they boast-

ed the things that they did not 
have.
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Johnson to depart CDF in September

The Houston High Class of ‘56 left their 
mark in more ways than one

Courtesy Photo

The Class of 1956 held their 65th reunion on Saturday, July 31.
Pictured: FIRST ROW LEFT TO RIGHT, SEATED Joyce Lewis Griffin, Theresa Alford Huffman. Lesbya Colbert Riley, Dorothy Ann 
Gann Wilson, Mary Ellen Blue Holder, Mary Grace Thompson Wofford.
SECOND ROW LEFT TO RIGHT, STANDING Ralph Thomas, Glynne Simpson, Dr. Edward Gore, Sarah Alice Blissard Lowe, Ann 
Loden Arrington, Betty Alford Neilson, Betty Nelson Dean, Patricia Atkinson Pulaski.
THIRD ROW LEFT TO RIGHT, STANDING Kenneth Nichols, Billy Joe Langley, Charles Langley, Cynthia Mae Smith Birmingham, 
Bob Scott, Carl Myatt, Barbara Kay Brown Cowart, Vivian Upshaw Robinson.

Houston School Athletic 
Passes 

• Athletic passes for 
2021-2022 for Houston High 
School and Houston Middle 
School events are on sale now. 
Contact Jan Hollingsworth at 
662.456.3320.

All-Sports Passes:
Adults $100
Students 6th-12th $65
Students K-5th $60
Football Reserved Seating 

(inside fence) $50
Football Chairback Reserved 

Seating (inside fence) $100
Reserved Parking $45

Lift, Inc. To Hold Public 
Hearing

• Lift, INC. will have a public 
hearing on Aug. 20 at 10 a.m. 
The meeting will be held at the 
Van Vleet Lift office. Free COVID 
safety essentials will be given to 
attendees while supplies last. The 
meeting is open to the public. 
Please wear a mask and practice 
social distancing. Call us at (662) 
447-2089 or (662) 597-6036 to 
reserve a COVID Essentials Pack.
Road Closures

• A section of County Road 
405 is closed due to bridge repair 
east of Thorn Grocery. The road 
was closed on March 11, and is 
projected to stay closed for 4-6 
weeks. Alternate routes include 
County Roads 43, 424 and 20.

• Part of County Road 410 is 
closed.

Second Chance
Gathers Thursday

• Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park Street 
in Houston. Come, hear and see. 
Call Steve at 631-9113 for details 
or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets

• Celebrate Recovery meets 
every Wednesday night at 
6:00 p.m. at Pearson Chapel 
Church of the Nazarene, 512 
County Road 24, Houston, MS. 
Everyone is welcome. Childcare 
is provided. Contact Brian Gann 
at 662-456-6442 for more 
information.

From Oliver Franklin, who was 
the Exchange Club Student of 
the Month. He was honored at 
the weekly meeting on Friday. 
Both of his grandfathers, Hassel 
Franklin and Bobby Mooney-
ham, are members of the 
Exchange Club.

Turn to Sean, 9A

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • The Houston 
Schools made the decision to 
move to virtual learning on 
Wednesday, Aug. 25, and it 
was to be the remainder of the 
week, however, it has now shift-
ed to Sep. 7, meaning that they 
will be virtual the entirety of 
the upcoming week due to an 
outbreak occurring on the cam-
puses.

“The Department of Health 
defines an outbreak as three or 
more students positive in one 
group, now, folks hear outbreak 
and start to panic, but it is not 
as bad as it sounds, three in 
any one class is considered an 
outbreak,” said Superintendent 
John Ellison. “As of Wednesday, 

By ROBERT SCOTT/Chickasaw Journal

The Houston Schools were forced to go virtual last week due to an uptick in COVID cases, however, the Child Nutrition Of-
fice made sure that students did not go hungry, offering drive-thru meals while virtual. There were two locations, the Lower 
Elementary School and the Middle School.
Pictured are the ladies who were handing out meals at the lower, from left: Patsy Holcomb, Rachel Harris, Sandra Harrell 
and Angie Eaton.

HOUSTON SCHOOLS PROVIDE 
DRIVE-THRU MEAL PICKUP

Houston 
Schools to 

remain virtual 
until Sep. 7

Turn to Virtual, 5A

Turn to Class 56, 9A


