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PETS OF THE WEEK
Dustie is an 

8-week-old 

female corgi 

mix who is 

awaiting her 

furever home 

at Amory Humane Society. Call 

256-7566 for more information.

Jolly is a 
2-year-old 
spayed female 
who likes 
attention and 
loves naps. 
She does 

well with other cats and dogs. 
For more information, call Amory 
Humane Society.
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ABERDEEN – Following 
witness testimony and le-
gal arguments last week 
in Monroe County Circuit 
Court, Special Judge Jeff 
Weill Sr. of Jackson ex-
plained the timeline for a 
ruling in the Ward 1 elec-
tion contest filed on behalf 
of Robert Devaull. Nicho-
las Holliday was certified 
as winner of the race last 
summer and holds the 
Ward 1 alderman seat.

Devaull’s attorneys, 
Lydia Quarles and Jim 
Mozingo, and Holliday’s 
attorney, Walter Zinn Jr., 

are to have their proposed 
findings within 21 days 
following the final witness 
testimony planned in the 
case. After studying both 
findings, Weill will send his 
final opinion for the Aber-
deen Election Commission 
to review, and its members 
will have 10 days to send 
in writing if they agree or 
disagree with his opinion 
before a ruling is issued.

Whether the results of 
the election will stand or if 
a new election will be war-
ranted is unknown until 
then.

TWO DAYS IN COURT

Last summer’s election 

was Devaull’s fourth time 
to run for the Ward 1 alder-
man seat. During his time 
on the witness stand on the 
first of two days in court 
procedures, Quarles asked 
why he’s never filed an 
election contest the three 
previous times he ran.

“Even my opponent for 
the last three times came 
and said, ‘You and I ran 

neck and neck three times’ 
but he’s never seen the 
likes of this election. I took 
that to heart, and others 
came to me and said to not 
let this one go,” Devaull 
said.

His claims while being 
questioned by Quarles 
included election day in-
timidation at the polls by 
Holliday and members of 
the A-Team – a group of 
running mates for city of-
fice organized by Mayor 
Maurice Howard during 
last year’s election.

Devaull’s concerns in-
cluded people campaign-
ing for Holliday within 150 
feet of the polling place, 

which is prohibited by law; 
several times when law en-
forcement addressed the 
150-feet rule, which was 
disregarded after police 
left the scene; concerns 
about how absentee bal-
lots were handled; voters 
being harassed outside of 
the polling location; and 
claims that several voters 
who supported him didn’t 
want to get involved with 
what they called “shenan-
igans” happening at the 
polling location that day so 
they opted to not partici-
pate.

During his cross exam-
ination, Zinn asked why no 
potential voter in support 

of Devaull was subpoe-
naed as a witness in the 
election contest. Devaull 
said the list of witnesses 
his attorney subpoenaed 
would suffice.

Those who took the wit-
ness stand throughout 
the contest were former 
city clerk Jackie Benson; 
Aberdeen Police Chief 
Henry Randle; Ann Tack-
ett and Eddie Buchanan, 
who worked at the Ward 1 
polling precinct during the 
June 2 primary and June 
16 runoff; Lady B. Garth, 
regarding questions about 
absentee ballots; Tony 

Points heard in Aberdeen Ward 1 election contest 

Devaull Holliday
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From seizing narcotics before they 
were distributed, multiple arrests and 
updating its fleet of vehicles, the Mon-
roe County Sheriff’s Office rounded 
off 2020 with its success stories.

“We were able to keep somewhere 
between seven to eight pounds of 
crystal meth off the streets. We had 
one five pound seizure early on and 
2.2 pounds lately that we kept off the 
streets. That’s not counting other ar-
rests through traffic violations and 
things like that,” said Monroe County 
Sheriff Kevin Crook. “Being back in 
the North Mississippi Narcotics Unit 
makes a big difference. These cases 
are all related. The dope is coming 
from the same places. Having that 
network and intel helps.

“Knowing we were able to seize that 
much before it even hit is something 
we want to do more of.”

In the MCSO and North MS Narcot-
ics Unit’s case of the 2.2 pound crystal 
meth seizure in December, Michael 
Montez Wright, Sr., 37, recently turned 
himself in to authorities after being 
charged with aggravated trafficking. 
Monroe County Justice Court Judge 
Sarah Stevens revoked his bond.

Waverly Antonio Wright, 34, faced 
the same charge in the case, and his 
bond was set by Stevens at $750,000.

ARRESTS AND BOOKINGS

For 2020, the Monroe County De-
tention Center had 1,680 book-ins 
attributed to arrests made by the 
MCSO, local police departments 
and the Mississippi Highway Patrol. 
Peak months were July and August 

with 197 and 179, respectively.
The number of book-ins for April, 

May and December were fewer due to 
spikes in COVID-19 cases.

“We’re not restricted. When they go 
out there and find drugs on traffic stops, 
they get out there and prevent and make 
arrests and follow through,” Crook said.

Throughout the year, there were 616 
felony arrests booked into the county 
detention center, with the MCSO mak-
ing approximately 350 to 400 of them. 
The department had approximately 220 
indictments, with some stemming to 
2019 cases presented to the grand jury 
last year.

NEW VEHICLES 

AND LOOKING AHEAD

On top of new trucks for shift su-

MCSO stats indicate a successful 2020 
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Monroe County deputies A.J. Johnson, left, and Laron Griffin stand in front of one of the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office’s 
brand new Ford Explorer Interceptors. Revamping its fleet was one of the department’s highlights for the past year.
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AMORY – Longtime Amory Mayor Thomas Grif-
fith passed away Jan. 6 at the age of 80 at Monroe 
Regional Hospital after being treated for COVID-19. 
He served in that office for 28 years, 
concluding his seventh term of office 
in 2005.

Griffith is remembered by three-
term alderman Lee Miller as an excel-
lent mayor who knew what it took to 
run a community. Miller and Griffith 
were both elected to their first terms 
in 1977.

“We were good friends who worked 
together for 28 years. He was easy to work with and 
could always remember your name,” said Miller, 
adding Griffith knew everybody in town. “He wel-
comed any and all into his office to discuss their 
concerns. The peoples’ voice elected him to seven 
terms. He told me that he would be there until he of-
fends 51 percent of the people.”

Griffith worked for the chamber of commerce pri-
or to entering public service and is remembered as 
being a tireless promoter of Amory. His time as may-
or included serving as president of the Mississippi 
Municipal League from 1987 to 1988.

In one of his first acts as mayor, Griffith served as 
master of ceremonies for the burial of a time capsule 
in Frisco Park. Griffith collaborated with outgoing 
mayor Billy Glasgow in solemnizing the occasion for 
the capsule, which is set to be opened on July 4, 2076.

One of the biggest milestones to happen during 
Griffith’s tenure was the completion of the Tennes-
see-Tombigbee Waterway. He worked toward mak-
ing continuing preparations for Amory’s port on the 
new waterway almost as soon as he took office.

Miller also remembered an urban renewal project 
under Griffith’s administration that upgraded sever-
al homes in West Amory through community block 
grants.

Operations at City Hall became computerized 
during Griffith’s tenure as mayor. He is remembered 
as being instrumental in transitioning from paper 
and pencil procedures to the city’s own in-house 
computer system after using an outside vendor ser-
vice for a while.

Former seven term 
Amory mayor passes 
away at 80 years old

Griffith
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