
New Albany School District 
recently announced the hiring 
of Paul Henry as the Principal 
of New Albany Middle School.  
Henry brings several years of 
experience and success in educa-
tion, coaching, and administra-
tion.  Most recently, Henry has 
served as an Assistant Principal at 
St. Martin Middle School in the 
Jackson County School District 
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Henry, a Union County na-
tive, is a graduate of Mississippi 
State University where he earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Physi-

cal Education and a Master of 
Education in Educational Lead-
ership.

He has nearly 20 years of 
experience in public education 
coaching basketball, baseball, 
softball, and volleyball, as well 
as teaching physical education.  
His administrative experience in-
cludes being an athletic director, 
assistant principal, and principal.

Henry and his wife Emily 
have two daughters Brooklyn, 
age 10 and Mia, age 5.  

Henry stated the following 
about the opportunity to be a 
part of the New Albany School 
District, “My family and I are 
very excited and humbled by 

the opportunity for me to be-
come Principal at New Albany 

Middle School.  We cannot wait 
to become a member of the New 
Albany School District and this 
community where there is a great 
tradition of excellence.” 

Superintendent Lance Evans 
said that he is eager for Henry 
to begin his work with the stu-
dents, staff, and faculty at New 
Albany Middle School.  “We are 
fortunate to be adding Mr. Henry 
to our administrative team.  His 
experience as a coach, teacher, 
and administrator as well as his 
proven success in leading schools 
to academic excellence will be 
valuable to our community.”

Take a Hike in Yoknapatawpha is 
the theme of the photography contest 
and exhibit coming up this June at the 
Union County Heritage Museum. The 
contest is juried with cash awards in 
four categories.

“We want people to get 
outside, enjoy nature and 
take great photographs,” 
said Jill Smith, Director of 
the museum. “And we hope 
this will give them a reason 
to explore our great scenic 
outdoors.”

The contest is geared to-
ward the mythical county of 
Yoknapatawpha created by 
New Albany’s native son 
William Faulkner, winner of the No-
bel Prize for his prose. “Since this is a 
mythical county, the photos can be from 
North Mississippi in general, however, 
we would love to see great photos from 
Union County,” she said. This is his 
‘postage stamp of native soil.’ The con-
test is part of the community’s annual 
William Faulkner Literary Fest.

One aspect of the contest of a book-
ish nature is that entries should have a 

literary quote paired with the photo-
graph. The literary quote can be from 
a favorite writer. This gives more depth 
and meaning to the photos, and the 
intentions of the photographer. It can 
be Faulkner quotes or from another 
writer.

The objectives of the 
contest are to celebrate 
Faulkner’s use of nature 
in his writing as well as to 
deepen our connection with 
Mississippi’s beauty and 
culture.

The four categories are 
Adult Professional, Adult 
Amateur, Student Group A – 
grades 5 – 8, Student Group 
B – grades 9 – 12. In each 
division, 1st place received 

$100, 2nd place receives $50 
and third place receives $25. There will 
be an overall all winner with a prize of 
$200.

Contest photos must be printed as 
a 5 x7 or an 8 x10, a matte fi nish is 
preferred. The museum will mount the 
photographs in mats in which they will 
be exhibited, so no framing is neces-
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Members of the Soutnern Literary tour group browse through the Faulkner Garden.

Henry named NAMS principal

The Magnolia Civic Center will offer an oppor-
tunity to enjoy a good meal, be entertained and test 
one’s wits in trying to solve “A Very Magical Mur-
der” this Friday and Saturday.

This follows the success of similar dinner theatre 
programs at the civic center this past year.

The program will begin at 6 p.m. and be over be-
fore 9.

It involves a murder mystery that is presented in 
vignettes between meal courses. 

Diners will be able to ask questions and take notes 
as the mystery progresses, and some questions will be 
suggested to them. Each character has a back story he 
or she can answer questions about, but the answers 
may not always be truthful so it will be up to the din-
ers to fi gure that out. After the last vignette the cast 
will assemble for diners to offer their solutions as to 
who committed the murder.

Those at the table who correctly solve the mystery 
will each receive $5 in Main Street money, which can 
be spent at Main Street member businesses. In case 
of a tie, the winner will be drawn from the correct 
solvers.

“It will be a lot of fun,” cast member Mark Garrett 
said. “It is entertaining, amusing and you get a nice 

Murder and a meal are 
on menu at civic center
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New Albany’s reputation for 
hospitality remains intact, particu-
larly as far as an Australian tour 
group is concerned.

The group, here Wednesday, 
are a part of Australians Studying 
Abroad. The organization takes 
tour groups all over the world with 
specialized agendas on a variety 
of topics such as music, history 
and architecture.

The tour this week focused on 
Southern literature and is follow-
ing the Southern Literature Trail.

This is the third visit with a 
group, tour leader Susannah Ful-
lerton said.

“And with every group New 
Albany has been by far their fa-
vorite place,” she said, citing the 
hospitality, Southern food, goody 
bags and other prizes.

The tour lasts nearly four 
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Burlington Northern Railroad 
offi cials announced that the rail-
road crossing on Moss Hill Drive 
by the radio station will be closed 
Tuesday, April 30, through Thurs-
day, May 2, while the crossing is 
being completely rebuilt.

Motorists will need to take an 
alternate route. The nearest detour 
between West Bankhead and Moss 
Hill Drive is Pickens Avenue.

A painting class taught by a 
certifi ed Bob Ross instructor will 
be held this Friday, April 26. The 
class will begin at 9:30 and con-
tinue until the painting is com-
pleted.

A Saturday class is also sched-
uled but that class is already full.

The cost is $45 and includes all 
supplies.

It will be held at the Art House 
at 205 Highland near the muse-
um.

Message or call Deanna Wash-
ington Gregory on Facebook or at 
662-424-3040 to save a spot.

Moss Hill RR 
crossing to close 
next week

Bob Ross painting 
class being offered 
this weekend
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