
Pontotoc, Mississippi Volume 91 • No. 27    July 10, 2019       pontotoc-progress.com 75 cents 

Progress
Pontotoc

Pontotoc County’s Hometown Newspaper Since 1929A Journal Publishing Company product

Coupon
Savings

$96

Inside This Issue

Kid Scoop p. 5B
Classified

6-7B

Community 

News

9, 11, 12A

Editorial
4A

History

5A

Faces

8B

Obits

13A

Sports

1-3B

Contents:  2 Sections  22 Pages

Celebrating red, white and 
blue freedom

Photos by David Helms and Galen Holley
Pontotoc and Sherman residents celebrated Independence Day last Thursday with parades which featured all modes of 
transportation. Celebrating freedom, fun and love of country were the common ingredients among all festivities. More 
photos are available on page 2A, 13A and 14A.

Coroner identifies man 
who was shot and killed 

in shootout July 1

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc County Coroner Kim 
Bedford has identified the man 
who was shot and killed in Ponto-
toc County Monday (July 1) night 
in a shootout with law enforcement 
officers who had chased him for 22 
miles out of Union County. 

Bedford identified the man as 
Terry Payne, 52.

Bedford said Payne had recent 
addresses in both Pontotoc and 
New Albany.

Payne was shot and killed around 
6:30 p.m. Monday night after he 
began the episode when he opened 
fire on Union County Sheriff’s dep-
uties who had first stopped him for 
a traffic violation in the Lone Star 
Community of Union County. 

The fatal gun battle occurred  

See Coroner page 14A

Pontotoc Aldermen  
approve first water rate 
increase in eight years

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

At their July 2 regular meeting, 
Pontotoc Aldermen approved the 
first water rate increase in almost 
eight years. 

Pontotoc Water Dept. Superin-
tendent Tim Roberts told aldermen 
the increase is necessary to get the 
water department operation out of 
the red financially.

“We haven’t had a water rate in-
crease since September 2011 and 
the past two years we’ve lost mon-
ey,” Roberts said. “This increase is 

necessary to continue to pump and 
treat water for our customers. The 
cost of maintenance and materials 
have increased over the past eight 
years.”

“And our rates will still be 
cheaper in comparison with other 
water systems operating in North 
MS,” he said. “Water is the cheap-
est bill that you pay.”

The rate for residential water 
service inside the city limits will 
increase from $12 to $14 for the 
first 2,000 gallons and will in-
crease from $2.50 to $3.50 for each  

See Pontotoc page 14A

Ecru Board: Newsum 
Drive mobile home  

decision delayed

Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

A woman seeking to put a mo-
bile home on Newsum Drive in 
the town limits of Ecru sought the 
board’s approval at their July meet-
ing. “We have a moratorium on any 
new mobile homes being installed 
until next September,” explained 
Mayor Jeff Smith.

Back in March the board extend-
ed the moratorium that they put 
in place six months before not to 
accept any mobile homes until the 
annexation plans can be completed.

Greg Baker and Caleb Easter-
ling asked the board for permission 
to build houses to rent on Collins 
Street. They gave the board the 
plans that they have in place ex-
plaining lot lines and how their 
houses would look. The board gave 
the permission to build.

The aldermen also approved to 
open a bank account for the Peach 
Festival so the funds could be kept 
up with better. “We had a good turn 
out. Most all the food trucks sold 
out. Once the bills are paid I think 
they are going to have some $2,000 

See Ecru page 14A

Grants will give airport 
more new hangers

Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

Pontotoc County is once again 
forging forward to improve the air-
port with the awarding of a grant 
from the Federal government for 
$411,240 as well as from the state 
Multimodal transportation funds 
for $145,900.

Pontotoc County Chancery 
Clerk Ricky Ferguson said the im-
provements all hinged on getting 
the Multimodal Grant from the 
Transportation Department, “I got 

word from Mississippi Transpor-
tation Commissioner Mike Tagert 
Monday morning [July 8] that we 
were approved for that grant, so 
that is good news for the county.”

Also helping to round out the 
funds will be a grant from MDOT 
Aeronautics for $29,223. Pontotoc 
County’s share will be $1,459.

“This project likely won’t start 
until next spring,” Ferguson not-
ed. “The existing hangers will stay 
there until we can get all the mon-
ies in place and begin bidding on 

See Grants page 14A


