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From Ellyn Davis, 10 months, 
who stopped by to see us 
recently!
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Newsbriefs

Road Closures
• There is a temporary road 
closure in Houlka on County 
Road 4 starting at Highway 32 
going south to ½ mile south of 
Skuna River bridge. It closed 
on Friday, Jan. 29 at noon and 
will be closed until further 
notice for repair.
• County Road 150 south of 
Hwy 32 in Okolona remains 
closed.

Second Chance
gathers Thursday
• Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate
Recovery meets
• Celebrate Recovery meets 
every Wednesday night at 6:00 
p.m. at Pearson Chapel Church 
of the Nazarene, 512 County 
Road 24, Houston, MS. Every-
one is welcome. Childcare is 
provided. Contact Brian Gann 
at 662-456-6442 for more 
information.

Compassionate
Friends meets
• The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones
support group
• Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction 
or recovery; depression or 
anxiety; or recently released 
from prison, meets Tuesdays at 
5 p.m. at LifeSpring Ministries 
of Monroe County. Call 257-
9043.

EMA Director: 
Storm problems less than expected – so far

By Hank Wiesner
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

HOUSTON • Chickasaw Coun-
ty EMA Director Linda Griffin 
said Thursday afternoon that 
although the storms that hit 
Chickasaw County last week 
hasn’t caused near the prob-
lems she feared it would, the 
county’s residents haven’t es-
caped unscathed.

She said she’s received re-
ports of several roofs and car-
port covers falling in or other-
wise damaged due to the weight 
of snow and ice.

She said she will likely send 
a disaster declaration to FEMA 
(Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency) once the extent of 
storm damages are known.

FEMA funds can go toward 
helping pay for repairs to 
storm-damaged government 
buildings. FEMA funds can 
also help pay personal prop-
erty damages if the structures 

are uninsured or underinsured. 
FEMA “won’t pay double mon-
ey is the structures are fully in-
sured,” she said.

She said there are no in-coun-
ty shelters for the homeless or 
those who might be forced from 
their home by weather damage 
or other misfortune.

“We’ve had no requests to set 
up a shelter. We’ve been fortu-
nate in that we haven’t had any 
reports of anyone losing power 
due to the weather.

“If something like that hap-
pened, the Red Cross would 
likely step in to help people find 
a place to stay, and get fed,” she 
said.

Setting up any shelter would 
have to be done carefully, with 
an eye toward the Covid pan-
demic.

“Before we’d set up a shel-
ter, we’d likely try to make sure 
any storm victims were placed 
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Storm damage at Nabors Building Supply on West Madison in Houston.Turn to EMA, 6A

Braving the elements
How one local grocery store kept their doors open during the winter storms

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • When ice began 
falling from the sky late Sunday 
night, little did anyone know 
that it would remain for the en-
tirety of the week.

However, though the condi-
tions were deteriorating fast, 
one local store was determined 
to keep their doors open and 
continue serving their custom-
ers.

Grocer’s Pride was able to 
maintain hours of operation 
during the whole week, though 
they did vary based on the con-
ditions.

“We closed at 2 p.m. Monday, 
and then we closed at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, and then we closed at 
5 p.m. yesterday (Wednesday),” 
said Kirbi Dendy. “So we are just 
updating the hours as we go ac-
cording to what the conditions 
are that day.”

The employees were a big 

concern for the store, however, 
and they wanted to ensure that 
they were as safe as possible. 
This included picking up em-
ployees who were uncomfort-
able or unable to get there on 
their own.

“Well, like myself, I don’t have 
a four-wheel drive vehicle, and 
I don’t really feel comfortable 
driving in this, so if they haven’t 
been comfortable we’ll just go 
get them in the trucks and the 
flatbeds and the equipment that 

we do have, just because if they 
don’t feel comfortable, then we 
want to make sure they have a 
way.”

They were also a factor in the 
early closing times, to ensure 
that they had ample time to get 
home safely.

Despite the weather, business 
remained steady, or perhaps 
even a little busier than usual, 
for Grocer’s Pride according to 

Turn to Braving, 6A

Chickasaw 
Journal 
altering 

free paper 
format

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

HOUSTON • Readers of the 
Chickasaw Journal will soon 
see a change in the way they 
receive their papers every 
week.

As most of you know, the 
Chickasaw Journal has been 
distributed to everyone in 
the Houston, Houlka, Wood-
land and Mantee areas for 
free for a number of years.

In recent months, howev-
er, we had to cut free distri-
bution to Houlka and Man-
tee due to financial hardships 
brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic that swept the na-
tion in 2020.

Thus, we began our re-
questor drive. We set out in 
Feb. 2020 to get 2,500 signa-
tures, which would in turn 
have been submitted to the 
Postal Service and we would 
have had our postage rate 
reduced significantly, and 
would have been able to re-

Turn to Chickasaw, 6A

A COMMUNITY AFFAIR: 
WINTER STORMS BRING COMMUNITY TOGETHER TO ASSIST ONE ANOTHER
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When the two winter storms hit Houston last week, the aftermath called for community members to help one another to make 
sure everyone stayed safe, and public officials were no exception. Pictured is Houston Mayor Stacey Parker salting the parking 
lot of Houston Family Pharmacy.

Winter Storm 2021 - p. 2, 4, 7, 9 & 12


