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Second Chance  
gathers Thursday
n Second Chance Recovery 
meets Thursdays at the Com-
munity Center on Park Street in 
Houston. Come, hear and see. 
Call Steve at 631-9113 for 
details or help.

Celebrate Recovery 
meets twice weekly
n Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets Mondays 
and Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Faith Outreach Church, 272 
McDonald St., Okolona. Contact 
Danny at 662-610-5578 for 
more information.

Floy Dyer Family  
Council meets
n Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call Floy 
Dyer at 456-1101.

Compassionate  
Friends meets
n The Compassionate Friends, 
a support group for families 
who have suffered the death 
of a child of any age, is open 
to parents, step-parents, 
grandparents and siblings. For 
details visit www.compassion-
atefriends.org.

Broken Ones  
meets Tuesday
n Broken Ones, a support 
group for women in addiction or 
recovery; depression or anxiety; 
or recently released from pris-
on, meets Tuesdays at 5 p.m. at 
LifeSpring Ministries of Monroe 
County. Call 257-9043.

Houlka Hope  
meets Tuesday
n Houlka Hope meets Tues-
days from 7 – 8 p.m. at His 
Grace Ministries in downtown 
Houlka. The NA meeting is open 
to all. Call Donald at 662-542-
4865 for details.

Missing pet
n Missing a pet? Please 
check the city pound at (662) 
456-2328, or the Chickasaw 
Houston Animal Shelter and 
Education at (662) 542-7420.

Carly Griffin, age 2.5. She was in 
line to get some snacks at the 
Woodland outdoor movie.

By Robert Scott
Editor/Reporter

WOODLAND – The town of 
Woodland may be a small one, 
but they are a close-knit com-
munity. As such, they often 
try to do community events at 
least a couple of times a year 
to bring everyone together. 
One such event is their annu-
al outdoor movie, which was 
hosted this year on Saturday, 
Sep. 21.

The outdoor movie is a rela-
tively new event for the town. 
This year being only their 
second year of doing it. The 
idea of an outdoor movie was 

the result of a decision by the 
Mayor and Board to do some-
thing to bring the community 
together for a fun time.

“This is the second time we 
have done the movie night.” 
said Patti Pettit, the Mayor of 
Woodland. “The town board 
and I wanted to do something 
that would be fun for all and 
that would not cost those at-
tending any money.”

The movie this year was set 
up in the green space across 
from the Woodland Volun-
teer Fire Department. People 
brought their lawn chairs and 

Small town silver screen: 
Woodland hosts annual outdoor movie

As the sun went down over Woodland, the movie started.

At left: Hebron’s 2019 Homecoming Queen, Caralee Smith (right) was crowned by 2018 Queen, Rachel 
McGrew. 

Above: Vardaman’s 2019 Homecoming Queen, Alyssa Bright, pictured among her Homecoming Court. 

By Ruth Kendall
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

Most of us are well acquainted 
with the story about John Newton, 
the man who wrote this song some 
two hundred forty- seven years ago, 
but now there is more information 
out there and it is just as awesome 
as the song. Amazing Grace, after 
all these years, still remains one of 
the most recognizable songs in the 
English-speaking world. Estimates 
are that it has been recorded more 
than 6,600 times.

John Newton was born near the 
Thames River in London in 1725. 
His early life was not easy. John’s 
father was a shipping merchant, 
brought up in the Catholic religion 
but had sympathies for the Protes-
tant movement that was gaining 
traction. 

His mother, a fierce independent 
not affiliated with the Anglican 
Church, had intentions for her son 
to become a member of the clergy. 
However, she died of tuberculosis 
when he was six years old. 

While his father was at sea, a rath-
er cool, distant stepmother raised 
him for the few years until John 
went to sea alongside his father. 
At the young age of eleven, John 
joined his father as an apprentice 
on a ship. Headstrong and headed 

Amazing Grace: 
digging deeper

By Hank Wiesner
Special to the Chickasaw Journa

CHICKASAW COUNTY – 
The Houston Municipal Sep-
arate School District has its 
first-ever “A” rated school, and 
the district itself earned a “B” 
rating in the 2018-2019 Mis-
sissippi Department of Edu-
cation Accountability ratings, 
according to state figures.

Houston ranked #38 of the 
state’s 146 districts, according 
to state figures. It was one of 
34 districts earning a “B” rat-
ing, according to state figures.

Said Superintendent Tony 
Cook this week: “Houston Up-
per Elementary received 452 
accountability points and an 
“A” rating for the 2018-2019 
school year.

“This is a very important and 
a very significant achievement 
for our district and for our 
community. The first compo-
nent families or businesses 
look for in a community is the 
quality of the school system.

“Our goal is to be an “A” rat-
ed district so that our students 
have the same opportunities 
as students in other commu-
nities with high-performing 
school systems, and so that 
our community can compete 

for future businesses seeking 
to relocate or to open new of-
fices.

“Reaching our goal will re-
quire laser-like focus and a 
hand-in-hand effort between 
the school district and the 
community.”

The superintendent said 
that in the past four years, the 
Houston district has increased 
130 points on the accountabil-
ity model. In 2014-2015, the 
district had an accountability 
point total of 524 and received 
a low “C” rating.

Currently, the district has a 
point total of 654, and a “B” 
rating for the third straight 
year.

“This 130 point increase is 
one of the highest in the state 
over the last four years and 
places the district in the top 
30 percent of the state. The 
district has also received the 
Mississippi School Board’s 
Leadership Lighthouse award 
for the last two years consec-
utively,” Cook said.

He termed the achievement 
a testimony to the commit-
ment and dedication demon-
strated by the students, staff, 
and parents of the Houston 
School District.

“District employees work 

tirelessly to ensure that our 
students are receiving high 
quality instruction and sup-
port on a daily basis.

“When you see a teacher 
or principal, stop them, pat 
them on the back, and thank 
them for what they do for our 
students and for our commu-
nity.

“They all have families to 
care for, yet they make the 
time and effort to make ev-
ery student one of their own. 
Please show your appreciation 
and support of them.”

The Mississippi Statewide 
Accountability System assigns 
a performance rating of A, B, 
C, D, and F for each school 
and district based on estab-
lished criteria regarding stu-
dent achievement, individual 
student growth, graduation 
rate, participation rate, and 
college and career readiness, 
according to the Mississippi 
Department of Education.

Statewide assessments are 
used to measure proficiency 
and growth in proficiency for 
students in grades 3-8 and 
high school students taking 
end-of-course subject area 
assessments in Algebra I, En-
glish II, Biology, and U.S. His-
tory, according to MDE.

Houston School District earns 
“B” in state accountability ratings
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