
By Ruth Kendall
Special to the Chickasaw Journal

“Uncommon valor was a 
common virtue” was how Ad-
miral Chester Nimitz paid trib-
ute to the men who fought on 
the Japanese island of Iwo Jima. 
The Marines who fought there 
described it as a volcanic island 

shaped like a pork chop. It was 
heavily fortified by Japanese sol-
diers fighting from underground 
bunkers and pill boxes as they 
defended their island from the 
Americans who needed it for an 
air base on their march to Japan 
itself.

Mount Suribachi was a 546 
feet high dormant volcanic cone, 

dominating the southern tip of 
the island and due to its height 
served the Japanese well as they 
fired on the Americans approach-
ing from down below on the 
beaches.

There were two flags raised on 
that day, Feb. 23, 1945. Orders 
had come for the 2nd Battalion, 
28th Marine Regiment, 5th Marine 

Division to send a platoon to cap-
ture and occupy the crest of Mt. 
Suribachi. 1st Lt. Harold Schrier of 
Easy Company volunteered to lead 
a 40-man patrol up the mountain. 
Schrier was given a 54 by 28-inch 
American flag from the transport 
ship, USS Missoula and told “if  
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Isabella King
8 years old
Daughter of 
Greg king and 
Daphne King.
She had all of 
these awards 
in Math, 
reading, language, and 1st 
place in AR points. She came by 
to show us all of her awards.
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By Hank Wiesner
Interim News Editor

HOUSTON – Several 
hundred 5th graders from 
Houston and Okolona 
schools attended Progres-
sive Agriculture Safety Day 
– designed to teach them a 
variety of safety tips – Fri-
day, May 10 from 9 a.m. – 
1 p.m. at the Houston Col-
iseum.

The event, offered 

through the Progressive Ag-
riculture Foundation, is an 
annual staple here– it’s been 
held for nearly 20 years, event 
organizers said.

At the heart of this effort is 
the Progressive Agriculture 
Safety Day program. This ed-
ucational program provides 
training and resources for lo-
cal communities to conduct 
one-day safety and health 
programs. Safety Days are de-
signed to be age-appropriate, 

hands-on, fun, and safe for 
children.

“We had 234 5th graders 
from Houston and Okolona 
Schools as well as 47 volun-
teers. The students learned 
safety tips for a variety of 
everyday circumstances, in-
cluding snake identification, 
fire safety, first aid, animal 
safety, and ATV safety,” ac-
cording to Chickasaw Exten-

By Hank Wiesner
Interim News Editor

HOUSTON – Although Me-
morial Day is not until the last 
Monday in May – this year, 
Monday, May 27 – several ob-
servances of the day, which 
honors the dead from Ameri-
ca’s wars, will be held in com-
ing days, and two have already 
been held, according to Wil-
liam D. Sykes VFW Post 7149 
Commander Frank Pemper. 
The VFW and Houston Ameri-
can Legion Post 95, whose Post 
Commander is Russell Lan-
caster hold the ceremonies.

Capsule summaries of each:
--Monday, May 27, at 1 p.m., 

ceremonies will be held on the 
lawn at the Chickasaw County 
Courthouse Square. Houston 
Pilot Club members will also 
place a wreath at the Court 
Square on that day.

--Thursday, May 23, 150 
flags will be placed on veter-
ans’ graves at Memorial Gar-
dens that morning, then a like 

Chickasaw deputy J. R. Kil-
gore was among about 75 peo-
ple enjoying a tasty dinner and 
friendly conversation as the 
Town of New Houlka hosted its 
9th annual Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day Tuesday, May 
14 at 11 a.m. at the New Houlka 

Community Center. Drawings 
for door prizes followed the 
meal. The event honored law 
enforcement officers and sup-
porting agencies in Chickasaw 
and surrounding counties. As 
Mayor Jimmy Kelly put it: “We 
appreciate our law enforce-

ment folks and all they do for 
us.” Town employees cooked 
the hamburgers, numerous 
women donated cakes, pies and 
other sweets, and several peo-
ple and businesses in town gave 
food and money to help make 
the event a success.

Graduation Section / 1-6B

Ag Safety Day drew over 200 

youngsters to learn safety tips 

Houston 5th grader Roy Grimes practiced a Heimlich 
maneuver as Carter Tedder watched during Progressive 
Agricultural Safety Day Friday, May 10. Looking on is 
Santana Hughes, a HOSA (future health professionals) 
student at Houston High who taught the Heimlich stop.

Williams Cemetery  
Annual Board Meeting
n Williams Cemetery will hold 
their Annual Board Meeting on 
Sunday, June 2 at 12:30 p.m.
Memorial services for Wil-
liams Cemetery will be held at 
the Gershorn Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall on June 2.
Pot luck lunch will be served 
followed by a business meet-
ing. Please contact Sandra 
Savely with questions at 662-
419-7750.

Second Chance  
gathers Thursday
n Second Chance Recovery 
meets every Thursday at the 
Community Center on Park 
Street in Houston. Come, hear 
and see. Call Steve at 631-
9113 for details or help.

Celebrate Recovery 
meets twice weekly
n Celebrate Recovery class 
Freedom from Hurts, Habits, 
and Hangups meets every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at Faith Outreach Church, 272 
McDonald St., Okolona. Contact 
Danny at 662-610-5578 for 
more information.

Alzheimer’s support 
group meets June 4
n The Alzheimer’s support 
group for family members 
and friends of those with the 
disease meets at 6 p.m. the 
first Tuesday monthly at the 
Cedars Health Center Activity 
Room, Tupelo. Call Terri at (662) 
844-1441.

Agape Health  
open June 8
n Agape Health Services 
provides healthcare for those 
without insurance at its 505 
North Street, New Albany 
clinic from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. the 
second Saturday monthly. For 
more information visit www.
agapehs.org.

Floy Dyer Family  
Council meets June 10
n Floy Dyer Manor Family 
Council meets at 5 p.m., the 
second Monday monthly, in the 
living room of the Manor. All 
family and friends of residents 
are invited to participate in this 
group. For information, call Floy 
Dyer at 456-1101.

Law Enforcement Appreciation
Courtesy

Memorial Day 
events set In 
Houston

On Iwo Jima, “Uncommon valor was a common virtue”

By Hank Wiesner
Interim News Editor

JACKSON – On a 7-2 vote ear-
lier this month, the Mississippi 
Supreme Court denied an Okolo-
na man’s appeal of his 2017 jury 
conviction for aggravated assault 
and possession of a firearm by a 
convicted felon.

David Stanfield, 43, AKA David 
Lee Stanfield, was convicted of 
shooting three people after a par-
ty at his sister’s home in Feb. 18, 
2015 erupted in violence.

Court testimony indicated peo-
ple were drinking and gambling 
at the party. Records indicated 
that Stanford had been playing 
dice at the party, won $900, then 
fell asleep. When he awoke, his 

pockets had been flipped inside 
out and the money was gone.

He accused some other men of 
the theft, and the accusations led 
to gunfire that injured three men.

He was indicted for three 
counts of aggravated assault, and 
one count of felon in possession 
of a firearm.

A jury sentenced Stanfield to 
20 years in prison for aggravated 
assault on one man, and 10 years 
for being a felon in possession 
of a firearm. Five of the 10 years 
were suspended. The sentences 
were to run consecutively.

The jury found him not guilty 
of a second aggravated assault 
charge, and could not reach a 
decision on the third charge, ac-
cording to court records.

In his appeal to the Supreme 
Court, Stanfield claimed he 
was acting in self-defense. He 
said the gun went off during a 
struggle and the court should 
have allowed a jury instruction 
of self-defense on the firearms 
charge. Stanfield said he was 
trying to defend himself after 
another person at the party 
pulled a gun on him.

According to Supreme Court 
records of May 9, “The sole is-
sue before the Court is whether 
the trial court erred in instruct-
ing the jury that self-defense is 
not a defense to the crime of 
felon in possession of a fire-
arm. It did not. Accordingly, we 
affirm,” court records indicat-
ed.

Okolona man’s conviction upheld for 
aggravated assault, weapon possession 

Turn to Safety, 11A

By Hank Wiesner
Interim News Editor

HOUSTON – Chickasaw 
County Sheriff James Meyers 
said he requested the MDOC 
(Mississippi Department of 
Corrections) inspection of the 
Chickasaw County Regional 
Correctional Facility held Friday 
morning.

The inspection did not involve 
the county jail, which is a sepa-
rate facility.

The inspection turned up 
some minor contraband – ”a 
little marijuana, some tobacco” 

Sheriff: CCF 
search turned 

up “minor” 
contraband

Turn to Memorial, 11A

Turn to Sheriff, 11A

Turn to Iwo Jima, 8A


