
Associated Family
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CENTER

LOWER AFFORDABLE COST

109 Rankin Extd. • Tupelo, MS 38801

662-260-5100
Call today for a brochure and information.

Floral, Gifts, Original Artwork,

Antiques, Handmade Items,

& Treasures

Find us on

107 Rankin Extended • Tupelo
(Behind Baskin Robbins)

662-871-0220

 Thursday, May 20, 2021 

VOLUME 148 | ISSUE 50
BUSINESS » 5A CLASSIFIEDS » 14A   CROSSWORD » 10A     OPINION » 6A 
OBITUARIES » 4A SPORTS » 11A   TV GRID » 13A      WEATHER » 2A

» Visit djournal.com for more stories, photos and videos. Follow the Daily Journal 
on social media @djournalnow to see the latest news about Northeast Mississippi.

[ DJOURNAL.COM ]
TUPELO, MS • 75 CENTS   ThUrSday, May 20, 2021

a LOCaLLy OWNEd NEWSPaPEr dEdICaTEd TO ThE SErVICE OF GOd aNd MaNKINd.

6 105282 89922

» BEAUTIFUL BEGINNINGS

NMSO commemorates first year with final televised concert of 2021 season.   Scene, 8A

By LEAH WILLINGHAM 

Associated Press/ 
Report for America

JACKSON •  A group that 
was pushing to get Med-
icaid expansion on the 
ballot in Mississippi is 
“reluctantly” suspending 
its campaign, members 
announced Wednesday.

The decision comes 
after the state Supreme 
Court ruled Friday that a 
medical marijuana initia-
tive passed by voters this 
fall is void because Missis-
sippi’s initiative process is 
outdated. That effectively 
killed other initiatives for 
which people are already 

petitioning.
Organizers of Initiative 

76 said in a statement that 
it is halting its campaign 
“until there is once again a 
functional ballot measure 
process in Mississippi.”

“We fully support the 
call for a special legislative 
session to restore the con-
stitutional right of Missis-
sippians to vote directly 
on issues of importance, 
including Medicaid ex-
pansion, and we will pur-
sue every avenue possible 
to restore the rights of vot-
ers in this state,” it said.

The group was hoping 
voters would get a chance 
to vote on Medicaid ex-

pansion during the next 
statewide election in No-
vember 2022.

Medicaid is a health 
insurance program for 
the needy, aged, blind 
and disabled. It is paid 
by federal and state mon-
ey. Mississippi has about 
3 million residents, and 
Medicaid already covers 
more than 763,500 peo-
ple. That is 25% of the 
population.

Supporters of Initiative 
76 estimated that expan-
sion would add about 
200,000 more people, 
primarily those working 
low-wage jobs that do not 
provide private health in-

surance coverage.
Mississippi is one of 12 

states that have not ap-
proved expanding Med-
icaid coverage to the 
working poor, which is 
an option under the Af-
fordable Care Act that was 
signed into law in 2010 
by then-President Barack 
Obama.

Republican Gov. Tate 
Reeves and his Republi-
can predecessor, Phil Bry-
ant, have said they believe 
Mississippi cannot afford 
to put more people on 
the program, even with 
the federal government 

By BLAKE ALSUP

Daily Journal

TUPELO •  Staff Sgt. Michael 
Otts returned to Mississippi on 
Wednesday after an 11-month de-
ployment with the U.S. Army Na-
tional Guard to surprise his son at 
Lawndale Elementary School.

Lawndale Principal Talina 
Knight told Otts’ son, fourth grad-
er Corbin, and his classmates that 
this was a special week to honor 
heroes in our nation, so a guest 
speaker would be dropping by the 
school to speak with them.

When the “guest speaker” 
walked through the door to the 
media center, it was Michael Otts.

Corbin, 10, sat stunned at his ta-
ble for a few seconds and waved at 
his father before embracing him.

The students applauded and 
waved American flags as Otts took 
photos with Corbin, his wife, Sarah 
Otts, and their other son, 5-year-

old Kolton.
The 38-year-old Tupelo native 

was deployed to Kuwait on July 5, 
2020, and hadn’t seen his family in 
almost a year.

The at-school reunion came to-
gether last minute on Wednesday 
morning and was a collaboration 
between Lawndale Elementary 
and Carmen Gary, principal of 
Parkway Elementary School where 
Sarah Otts works as an assistant 
teacher.

Michael Otts had known he’d 

return home in May, but had just 
found out on Tuesday that he’d be 
returning the next day.

“I was surprised,” Corbin said. 
“They just said that it was a special 
guest coming.”

While Michael Otts was over-
seas, his’ family was able to stay in 
contact with him through a video 
calling app, and he’s been known 
to participate in the occasional 
PTO meeting via Google Meet – 
even with an eight-hour time dif-
ference.

Even with the relatively easy 
form of communication, Sarah 
Otts said having her husband out 
of arms’ reach has been incredibly 
challenging.

“This is the longest we’ve been 
without seeing him,” she said. 
“He spent our first wedding an-
niversary in Iraq and he’s had to 
go to schools and things and of 

Daily Journal reports

TUPELO •  Northeast Mississippi residents were 
among multiple nominees to the Institutions of 
Higher Learning (IHL) Board, State Board of Edu-
cation and Community College Board by Gov. Tate 
Reeves on Tuesday.

Dr. Ormella Cummings of Itawam-
ba County and Teresa Hubbard of 
Lafayette County were both nomi-
nated by the governor to represent 
the Third Supreme Court District on 
the Institutions of Higher Learning 
(IHL) Board.

Cummings serves as Chief Strategy 
Officer for North Mississippi Health 
Services. She received her Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology, Master of Education with an 
emphasis in Guidance and Counsel-
ing and Doctor of Philosophy in Edu-
cational and Counseling Psychology 
from the University of Mississippi.

Hubbard serves as President and 
CEO of CITE Armored, with locations 
in Holly Springs and Batesville. She 
received her Bachelor of Business 
Administration from Delta State Uni-
versity with a double major in Ac-
counting and Computer Information Systems.

Reeves also nominated Luke Mont-
gomery of Itawamba County to rep-
resent the former First Congressional 
District on the Mississippi Commu-
nity College Board.

Montgomery is President and CEO 
of Montgomery Enterprises, Inc. He 
received his Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration from Mississippi State 
University.

Nominees from outside Northeast Mississippi 
include:

• Hal Parker, of Hinds County, and Gregg Rader, 
of Lowndes County, to the IHL

• Wendi Barrett, of Harrison County, and Matt 
Miller, of Lamar County, to the State Board of Ed-
ucation.

• Johnny McRight, of Washington County, and 
Will Symmes, of Harrison County, to the Mississip-
pi Community College Board

The governor’s nominees must be confirmed by 
the state Senate before taking their seats on their 
respective boards. Reeves made the nominations 

WELCOME HOME, DAD

Military father surprises son at Lawndale Elementary
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Corbin Otts, 10, a fourth grader at Lawndale Elementary School, embraces his dad, Michael Otts, a staff sergeant with the U.S Army National 
Guard, as he is surprised by his return home inside the media center at Lawndale Elementary School on Wednesday afternoon in Tupelo. Otts 
has been on an 11-month deployment in Kuwait.

“I was surprised. 
They just said that 
it was a special 
guest coming.”
Corbin Otts

Lawndale Elementary fourth grader

Group ‘reluctantly’ suspends Medicaid expansion ballot push
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Dr. John W. Gaudet, a pediatrics specialist in Hattiesburg, speaks 
during a press conference about the launch of the Yes on 76 campaign 
at the Mississippi Hospital Association in Madison, Miss., Tuesday, 
May 11, 2021. Organizers of Initiative 76 said in a statement that they 
are halting their campaign in light of the state Supreme Court’s ruling, 

Reeves nominates 
NE Mississippi 
residents to 
college boards
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