
Pontotoc, Mississippi Volume 92 • No. 47    November 18, 2020      pontotoc-progress.com 75 cents 

Progress
Pontotoc

Pontotoc County’s Hometown Newspaper Since 1929A Journal Publishing Company product

Coupon
Savings

$173

Inside This Issue

Winter Sports insert
Classified

6-7B

Community 

News

9, 13, 14A

Editorial
4A

History

5A

Faces

8B

Obits

15A

Sports

1-5B

Contents:  3 Sections  68 Pages

Photo by David Helms
The solemn laying of the wreaths ceremony for the Veterans was carried out by (l-r) Adj. Jerry Bell with the American Legion, Mayor Bob Peeples with the City of 
Pontotoc, Millicent Seawright with DAR and Commander Jason Perkins with the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Laying of the wreaths

Giving and galloping St. Jude Trail Ride 
has best year on record

Galen Holley
Pontotoc Progress

Seven-year-old Treston Belue 
spoke simply and directly, cowboy 
style.

“I’m a boy and I ride horses,” 
said Belue, sitting astride his trusty 
mount, Fred, getting ready to start 
the J.D. Brown “Saddle Up for St. 
Jude” Trail Ride. The honey-col-
ored sunshine and fall foliage paint-
ed a picture-book setting for the 
ride. Treston’s mom, Brittney, was 
all smiles. She beamed at her son as 
he reigned in his horse and brought 
him about. “This is such a good 
cause, and it’s a lot of fun,” Brittney 
said.

The mouth-watering smell of 
grilling hamburgers and the hearty, 
comforting aroma of coffee rose 
over a crowd of 350 cowboys and 
cowgirls. They brushed their hors-
es, fitted on their tack, and talked 
with friends before the 10-mile ride 
through Mud Creek Bottom, just 
west of Pontotoc. Some riders, still 
sitting horseback, circled up and 
bowed their heads in prayer.

This was the 21st go-round for 
the benefit ride. Judge David Hall 
and his wife, Ruth, helped organize 
the first one, at Cooper’s Crossing. 
They’re ridden on Sam Crawson’s 
land now for years.

Judge Hall shook his head in 
appreciation as he said that the 
day’s event would raise $30,800 
for St. Jude, the biggest year so far. 

Photo by Galen Holley
Isaiah Benson, 15, of Pontotoc, rides his horse Tiny, alongside Taylor Lyons of Pontotoc on his horse Pochantas, at the 21st 
Annual J.D. Brown “Saddle Up for St. Jude,” Trail Ride on Nov. 7. The event raised more than $30,000 and to date volunteers 
and riders have raised more than $394,000. See Giving page 16A

Pontotoc 
Christmas 

Parade  
cancelled

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

On Tuesday morning Pon-
totoc Mayor Bob Peeples an-
nounced that Pontotoc’s 2020 
Christmas parade has been 
cancelled due to the rising 
number of coronavirus cases in 
the county. 

Last Friday (Nov. 13) cham-
ber of commerce and city of-
ficials had outlined a plan to 
have the parade on the night of 
December 7 as scheduled.

City officials had unveiled a 
plan to almost double the pa-
rade route that night, thus al-
lowed plenty of room for social 
distancing while watching the 

See Pontotoc page 16A

Eight year old 
fire fatality 
identified,  

second victim 
recovering

David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

The identity of an eight-year-
old who died in a mobile home 
fire on Tuesday, November 10, 
in Pontotoc County was re-
leased last Friday (Nov. 13) and 
officials said the prognosis of a 
second child who was injured in 
that fire has improved.

Pontotoc Fire Chief Lance 

See Eight page 16A

Pontotoc County added to mask mandate by Gov. Reeves
David Helms
Pontotoc Progress

On Monday (Nov. 16) afternoon 
Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves 
announced that Pontotoc County 
is among seven additional coun-
ties that have qualified to be under 
mask mandates under his “Safe Re-
covery” executive order that is in 
effect through December 11.

Counties added to the mask 
mandate order included Pontotoc, 
Hinds, Madison, Tate, Winston, 
Itawamba, and Montgomery coun-
ties. As of now, 22 of Mississippi’s 
82 counties are included in this ex-
ecutive order.

“Let’s keep fighting COVID, 
let’s protect ourselves and protect 
our neighbors,” Governor Reeves 
said. “Let’s also keep praying. I be-
lieve if we work together, we can 

make a difference. We can slow 
the spread and bridge the gap be-
tween now and when this vaccine 
becomes readily available and pro-
tect the integrity of our healthcare 
system.”

On Monday (Nov. 16), coro-
navirus cases in Pontotoc County 
totaled 1,788 (since testing began) 
resulting in 26 deaths.

“We’ve been watching the num-
bers and they’ve been rising every-

where and we’re going to do the 
best we can in fighting this pan-
demic without it being completely 
intrusive in our daily lives,” said 
Pontotoc Mayor Bob Peeples. “The 
coronavirus is a cold hard fact but 
we can’t go back to a lock down 
situation, that just hurts everyone 
long term.”

“We encourage everyone to be 
as safe as possible and social dis-
tance,” he said.

Operation 

Christmas 
Child shoebox  
collection week 

underway
Regina Butler
Pontotoc Progress

Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox collection is underway 
in Pontotoc.

This year, due to the pandem-
ic, curbside pick up with vol-
unteers wearing ppe’s will be 
available. We wish for everyone 
who wants to give to please do 
so in the safest manner possible. 
Just honk your horn and some-
one will be out there to collect 
your boxes. National Collec-
tion week continues through 
this Sunday, November 22.  In 
Pontotoc drop off locations are 
West Heights Baptist Church 
and Ecru Baptist Church. Their 

See Operation page 16A


