» TODAY IN HISTORY
In 1980, the horror classic The Shining, Stanley Kubrick’s film adaptation of Stephen
King’s novel, was released in theatres; it starred Jack Nicholson and Shelley Duvall.
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Ashton McCoy, of Tupelo, a rider with RKR Riders in Verona, rides in a junior class competition at Jet Stadium in the Pine Grove community.
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JB Brinker, with BBS Riders from Houston, stands with a horse as he and his team prepare for
riding on May 2 in Pine Grove.
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Riders compete in a junior class riding event on at Jet Stadium in the Pine Grove community.

Letters from IHL head shed light on tenure changes
By MOLLY MINTA
Mississippi Today
A pair of letters sent earlier
this month by the Institutions
of Higher Learning commissioner shed light on the recent
controversial policy changes
that faculty fear will make it
harder to get and keep tenure
at Mississippi universities.
In the letters, Commissioner
Alfred Rankins addressed concerns that the new standards
IHL added to its tenure policies, like “collegiality,” could
be used by university presidents to discriminate against
politically outspoken faculty or
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faculty members
of color.
Rankins wrote
that IHL thinks
the new policies
are
“improvements to prior
Rankin
policy language.”
Though
teaching, research and service are
still the main factors, Rankins
wrote the board believes that
standards like collegiality are
valid and legal for university presidents to consider and
don’t infringe on the constitutional rights of faculty in Mississippi.
“There is no prior evidence
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to suggest these terms have
quashed academic freedom or
faculty individual rights within our system of universities,”
Rankins wrote. “In reviewing
your concerns, I must point out
that almost any criterion commonly used in evaluating faculty for tenure could be used
by a bad actor as a pretext for
denying tenure for impermissible reasons.”
“However, that does not
mean that the criterion is not
an appropriate and valuable
point of consideration as part
of the tenure attainment process,” he added.
Rankins sent the letters,
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which are similar, on May 9
and May 10 in reply to inquiries from faculty at the University of Southern Mississippi as
well as two national nonprofits, PEN America and the Foundation for Individual Rights in
Education.
“I want to assure you that
the protection of our employees’ constitutional rights is of
utmost importance to us,” he
wrote to both groups.
Jeremy Young, the senior
manager for free expression
and education for PEN America, told Mississippi Today that
he was not assured. Young said
Rankins’ letter made him more

concerned about the new policies. The organizations told
Rankins as much earlier this
week in a reply to his letter.
“Your response assuages
none of the academic freedom
or free expression concerns
in our original letter, and in
fact strongly suggests the IHL
Board of Governors neither understands the concept of academic freedom nor recognizes
its central importance to the
health of higher education,”
the organizations wrote back
on May 18.
PEN America and FIRE
TURN TO IHL, 2A
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