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By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

Four miles north of Tremont, at the 
intersection of Green Road and Pat-
ton Flat-Oakland, a rusty metal sign 
still hangs in the shadows of an old 
oak tree. Time has made the sign’s 
message nearly illegible, but those 
who squint might just make out the 
words “Oakland RCDC.”

An arrow directs both locals and 
visitors to the bygone group’s former 
meeting place and where the once 
prestigious Oakland Normal Institute 
once stood.

Looking to take a break from the 
long days of isolation, Fulton’s Liz 
Beasley recently invited her aunt, 
Miriam Moore, for an afternoon 
drive to escape the monotony. The 
92-year-old found herself traveling 
the back roads and looking out across 

the grounds of Oakland, where her 
late grandfather, James Eldridge Nel-
son Summers, was educated.

“They called him ‘Sam,’” Moore 
said. “He attended Oakland Normal 
Institute for 6 years and became at 
teacher at Bethel School in Dorsey. 

There was a great need for teachers 
then.”

As the early pioneers settled in 
Itawamba County in the 1830s, 
they built homes and cleared land. 

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

The Itawamba County School District will host six 
graduation ceremonies over the next few weeks to ad-
here to the state’s social distancing guidelines while 
also honoring the accomplishments of the county’s 
graduating class.

On Monday, the Itawamba County School Board 
approved graduation plans for all three county high 
schools.

Formal graduation plans have been set for students 
as follows:

IAHS – Thursday, June 25 at 8 p.m. at the IAHS 
Football Stadium

Mantachie – Friday, June 26 at 8 p.m. at the Man-
tachie Football Stadium

Tremont – Saturday, June 27 at 8 p.m. at the Trem-
ont Baseball Field

School district officials also set alternative dates for 
each ceremony – July 16, 17, and 18 – in case of rain.

By TERESA BLAKE
Itawamba County Times

A group of citizens is asking Itawamba County offi-
cials to hire someone to handle animal control issues 
and cases of animal cruelty, but officials say the tim-
ing isn’t right.

On Monday, Tiffany Cole, a former animal con-
trol volunteer in Garrard County, Kentucky, told the 
Itawamba County Board of Supervisors that having a 
local animal control officer – someone strictly dedi-
cated to handling strays and cases of animal cruelty 
– is of crucial importance. Cole presented the board 
with handouts and discussed avenues of funding for a 
local animal shelter, including ways to obtain grants.

“We can’t do it alone,” Cole told the group. “This is 
all for the betterment of the animals.”

Cole, who offered to fill the role herself, said the 
need to have a county animal control officer is im-
mediate and expressed the importance of having the 
position filled before opening a countywide animal 
shelter. She requested a $400 weekly salary from the 

By EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS
Associated Press

Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves 
said Monday that he will ease 
some of the restrictions that he im-
posed on restaurants and outdoor 
gatherings to slow the spread of 
the coronavirus, and that the new 
rules will take effect Thursday.

“The threat is not gone. ... We all 
want to move on, but we must stay 
vigilant,” said Reeves, a Republican.

Restaurants will be allowed to 
open their indoor dining rooms 
and outdoor seating areas, with 
each at no more than 50% ca-
pacity and with no more than six 
customers per table. Servers must 
wear masks, and customers en-
tering restaurants will be asked if 
they have shown any signs of the 
virus or have been exposed to any-
one who has it. For more than a 
month, restaurants have been re-
stricted to takeout or delivery.

Outdoor gatherings will be lim-
ited to 20 or fewer people, up from 
the current restriction of 10 or few-
er. Reeves said the change could 
help some youth sports teams get 
back to practice.

The state Health Department 
said Monday that Mississippi had 
at least 8,207 confirmed cases and 
342 deaths from the coronavirus 
as of Monday afternoon. That was 
an increase of three cases from the 
previous day. Mississippi’s popu-

lation is about 3 million.
According to numbers released 

by the MHD on Tuesday morn-
ing, Itawamba County has 64 con-
firmed cases of coronavirus and 
six deaths.

The number of infections is 
thought to be far higher because 
many people have not been test-
ed, and studies suggest people can 
be infected with the virus without 

Educating the educators

Oakland Normal Institute 
served a vital role in 

the academic growth of 
Itawamba County.
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Miriam Moore stands in front of the once prestigious Oakland Normal Institute. The 92-year-old reminisced about her grandfather, 
James Eldridge Nelson Summers who attended the school. Moore said Oakland had a profound effect on Summers business and 
personal success.

TERESA BLAKE I THE TIMES

A rusty sign at the intersection of Green Road and Patton Flat-Oakland points the way 
to the bygone Oakland RCDC’s meeting place, the Oakland School building. Itawam-
ba County records some 115 schools that have existed across the county throughout 
Itawamba’s history.

School board 
approves 
graduation plans

Each high school will host dual 
ceremonies over the coming weeks

Does Itawamba need an 
animal control officer? 
Officials say, ‘Not now’ 

State to ease some pandemic rules for restaurants
Itawamba 
County’s 

confirmed case 
count is 64 

with six deaths. 

TURN TO OAKLAND, 7A

TURN TO GRADUATION, 7A

TURN TO RESTRICTIONS, 12A

TURN TO SUPERVISORS, 12A


