
RIPLEY • There is 

one less smile greeting 

customers at Ripley 

Market this week. Store 

manager Jason Fryar 

passed away last week. 

Fryar, affectionately 

known as “Bam Bam” 

by many, died Thursday, 

March 26 

after a brief  

illness. 

“Jason  

was very 

nice man,” 

said Food 

Giant former 

manager 

Adam Fowler, 

who worked 

with Fryar for 

many year. “He 

was honest and 

would give you 

the shirt off  his 

back even if  he 

didn’t have it to 

give.” 

“He knew many, 

many people 

and never met 

a stranger,” continued 

Fowler. “Jason had a 

heart that was bigger 

than he was.”

Shannon Clifton, 

friend and former 

coworker of  Fryar’s, 

echoed Fowler’s senti-

ment.  

“My wife and I 

worked with Bam-Bam 

at Piper Impact in 1997,” 

said Clifton. “He had 

to have been one of  the 

nicest people I’ve ever 

known. When Tara 

got pregnant with our 

first child, he would 

always go around to 

her machine to see if  

she needed any help 

setting anything up. He 

gave us a Walmart gift 

card with a $100 on it. I 

said, ‘Bam-Bam that’s 

too much.’ He said, ‘Buy 

that baby some diapers.’ 

He came to the house to 

visit seven or 

eight years 

ago and 

he hadn’t 

changed 

Ripley Market manager Jason Fryar remembered for his kindness to others
By Tina Campbell Meadows
Managing Editor

Tippah County saw two COVID-19 related 

deaths last week while Benton County had its 

first reported cases. Tippah County is up to 26 

cases and Benton County is up to four accord-

ing to numbers released by the Mississippi 

Department of  Health on Tuesday, March 31. 

Mississippi as a whole has 937 total cases and 20 

deaths. 

“I think part of  it is because our county has 

not been at all secretive about the numbers of  

people who test positive,” said Dr. 

Dwalia South when asked why 

Tippah County has such a large 

number of  cases. “And believe 

me, if  you are testing a large 

Former Ashland 

star piling 

offers as 
decision looms.
Sports, 11A

Good Samaritan 
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RIPLEY • Approximately 20 

vehicles paraded down Buena 

Vista Road Sunday afternoon 

to give Brantley Burroughs 

a special birthday surprise. 

The 3-year-old, along with his 

mother Myleigh Burroughs  

and grandmother Alonna 

Mullins, stood on their front 

lawn and waved as the cars 

and motorcycles – donned 

with streamers, balloons and 

banners – trekked by. The 

motorists cheered and honked 

their horns while shouting 

“happy birthday” to the young-

ster.

Brantley’s family had a 

huge birthday party planned 

for the occasion, but due to a 

recent surgery and the onset 

of  COVID-19 their plans had 

to be canceled ... Until church 

members and the community 

pulled together and came up 

with a creative way to make 

the occasion special.

“We had a big birthday party 

planned for him,” said his 

grandmother Alonna Mullins. 

“He is autistic and he loves 

horses and animals and we 

were going to have a big ride 

for him but because of  the 

pandemic we are not going to 

be able to do it.”

Mullins said that some 

of  their friends didn’t want 

Brantley to be 

disappointed on 

his birthday and 

decided to have 

the birthday drive 

Community comes together to give 
‘Super Brantley’ a special birthday

Ripley mayor issues a 
COVID-19 stay in place 

executive order

RIPLEY • Mayor Chris Marsalis said Satur-

day morning that he is issuing a stay in place 

executive order for the City of  Ripley until 

April 17 to help stop the spread of  COVID-19. 

The order could be extended beyond that date 

if  needed.

The mayor said the order is 

being issued because people 

are not following recom-

mended precautions during the 
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Managing Editor
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Two COVID-19 

deaths reported 

in Tippah, Benton 

sees first cases

WALNUT • “Coronavi-

rus Hotline” is the greet-

ing you might receive if  

you call Chad Bateman 

these days.

The Walnut Alderman 

and his wife, Jessica, 

were diagnosed with 

COVID-19 on Wednes-

day, March 25. Before 

he received the call 

confirming the diagno-

sis, he would have never 

believed he had the 

virus.

“The first thing that 

made me think I had the 

coronavirus was the test 

results yesterday,” said 

Bateman on Thursday. 

“I would have bet you 

$1,000 I did not have the 

coronavirus.”

The Batemans were 

tested at a facility in 

Alcorn County and it 

took six days to receive 

their results.

Bateman said he had 

allergy-like symptoms 

for several weeks and 

ran a low-grade fever 

last week before seeking 

treatment.

“I ran a low-grade 

fever last Wednesday 

and I went to the clinic 

because of  that fever,” 

said Bateman. “Most 

of  my symptoms are 

allergy-like symptoms 

and a scratchy throat. 

All I have right now is 

a cough ... and 

it is not 

horrible. It 

feels like 

something 

is in my 

Brantley Burroughs watches as community members parade by his home to celebrate 
his third birthday Sunday

Jessica and Chad Bateman were diagnosed with COVID-19 on 
Wednesday, March 25.
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